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PREFACE.

My apology for adding another book to the long list already before thepublicis
that | believe such aone as here presented is needed. | have been actively engaged in
preachingfor thirty years, much of thetimein new fields, wherethepleafor primitive
faith and practice had not been named. | havedeeply felt theneed of abook that gives
in an orderly manner the way of salvation to sinner and saint dike, that is neither too
profound nor too voluminous for the masses. In the preparation of this book | have
tried to meet this want. | have read carefully what many others have said on the
various subjects discussed—and that, too, with profit—but the teachings here
presented are the conclusions of my own mind after aprayerful study of the Bible. |
request that those who criticize do it from the standpoint of the purposel had in view
in writing the book.

Trusting that it may help some to abetter understanding of the holy orades, and
that some may beled to a“closer walk with God,” thislittle book is committed tothe
consideration of the public.

Shelbyville, Tenn. J.D. FLOYD.



INTRODUCTION.

Brother J. D. Floyd, the author of thisvolume, hasfor almost ahalf century been
preaching the unsearchable riches of Christ, and has become one of the most
influential preachersof primitive, apostolic Christianity inMiddle Tennessee. Hewas
reared in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, but early inlifewasled to investigae
for himself the word of God, which thoroughly convinced him that he should give up
the humanly devised way and walk in the way that was given through those holy men
who “ spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit.” He hasspent hiswholelife
In onecommunity, making frequent evangelistictoursinto various partsof Tennessee
and into other States, and is loved and honored by all who know him. He has the
happy faculty of taking little incidentsin life and drawing from them some of the
most beautiful and striking lessons.

If God has delivered a message that insures man's safety for time and eternity, it
certainly can be comprehended and understood by man. That such amessage hasbeen
delivered, there is no doubt in the mind of the author of this volume. It was his
cherished purpose to prepare a plain, simple treatise on the way of salvation that
could be easily under
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stood, and that he has succeeded will be conceded by every reader. The first edition
was sold out several years ago, and repeated calls have been made for anew edition,
which now goes out to bless the world. The book deserves awide circulation, for it
will certainly be instrumental in leading those who peruse its pages into the way

everlasting.

J. W. SHEPHERD.

Nashville, Tenn., February 14, 1912.
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THE WORD OF RECONCILIATION
PART I.
CHAPTERII.
The Divine and Human Cooperate in Salvation.

“ For by grace areye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: itisthe gift
of God.” (Eph. 2 8.)

Manwaslost; God grad ously purposed tosavehim. All antecedent digpensations
wereonly preparatory to that perfected system that is“ by gracethrough faith.” Jesus
was born in Bethlehem of Judea. He grew to manhood; and when about thirty years
of age, he entered into his public ministry. He “went about doing good,” and by his
miracles demonstrated that he was divine and that “ God was with him.” Early in his
ministry he made choiceof twelve disciples to be his apostles, to whom he revealed
himself and made known “the mysteries of the kingdom.” He died, was buried, and
rose again the third day. To his apostles “he showed himself alive after his passion
by many infallible proofs, being seen of



2 THE WORD OF RECONCILIATION.

them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaning to the kingdom of God: and,
being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart
from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard
of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy
Ghost not many days hence. When they therefore were come together, they asked of
him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at thistime restoreagain the kingdomto Israel? And he
said unto them, It isnot for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father
hath put in his own power. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is
come upon you: and ye shall bewitnessesunto mebothin Jerusalem, andinall Judea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. And when he had spoken
these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of
their sight.” (Acts 1:3-9.) Thus from the presence of hischosen ambassadors he was
taken up into heaven and made “both Lord and Christ.”

On the first Pentecod after these things occurred the Holy Spirit came and
gualified the apostles, the chosen ambassadors, who at once began to make known
“theword of reconciliation” to alost and ruined world. To ascertain what that “word
of reconciliation” is, how understood, and how applied is the object of this book.
Preparatory to this, some other questions should be briefly considered.
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Salvationfrom sinisthe result of the cooperation of human and divine agencies,
and without this cooperaion no soul issaved. Thistruth istaught by many scriptures,
and by none moreclearly, when correctly interpreted, than the passage at the head of
this chapter. “By grace” indicates the divine part; “through faith,” the human part.
Whatever is and was necessay to devise, pafect, and apply a plan of salvation
adapted to man's needs is covered by the expression “by grace;” dl that is required
inorder that manmay appropriate and enjoy the salvation provided, by theexpression
“throughfaith.” Thereisasimilarity between God'sworksinthenatural and spiritual
realms. God perpetuates natural life, but not without human cooperation. Hegivesthe
food element; man prepares and feeds upon it. He givesthe air; man takesit into his
lungs. He givesthe water; man drinksit. So in the matter of salvation. God provides
the means; man appropriates them. He preparesthe way; manwalksinit. Until it can
be demonstrated that one can have physical lifewithout food, air, and water, no one
should hope for spiritual life without the divine part. Likewise, until these natural
elements of themselves will prolong life, none should expect spiritud life without
walking in the divine way.

Thesalvation “thatisin Christ” istaughtin typesin the Old Testament. All these
teach divine and human cooperation. Space will allow the con-
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sideration of only one. The children of Israel were in bondage in Egypt. Many and
grievous burdens were placed upon them. God heard their cry, saw their affliction,
knew their sorrow, and determined to deliver them. (Ex. 3:7.) To do this he sent
Moses to lead them out. Him he endowed with all power necessary to secure the
consent of Pharaoh for them to leave his dominions. Under thisdivinely-called and
divinely-qualified leader they “forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king.”

Marching, not the near route (by the way of the Philistines), but by acircuitous route
(by the way of the wilderness of the Red Sea), they at last camped on itswest shore.
On their right was animpassable mountain; ontheir left, atongue of the sea; in their
front, the main body of water, eight or ten miles wide; while in their rear was the
broad valley through which they had come. Pharaoh, regretting hisaction in letting
them go, having pursued them with a great army, was pressing upon them through
this valley. Seeing nothing but disaster awaiting them, in their terror they chided
Moses for having led them out into the wilderness to perish. In reply Moses said:
“Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will show toyou
to-day: for the Egyptianswhom ye have seen to-day, ye shall seethem again no more
forever. The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. Andthe Lordsaid
unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto
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the children of Israd, that they go forward.” (Ex. 14:13-15.) In obedience to God's
command, Moses stretched his rod out over the seq, and the Lord caused the sea to
go back by an east wind and made the sea dry land. Thus a way of escape was
provided. What they could not do the Lord did for them; what they could do they
were required to do. Hence the command: “Go forward.” If God ever gave a
nonessential command, thiswas not one. Disobedience here meant captureand return
to bondage; obedience meant safety andfreedom fromoppression. They did not “ halt
. . . between two opinions,” but obeyed at once, and, passing between the congealed
wallsof the sea, reached the opposite side and were saved. The Egyptiansessayed to
follow; but divine power not intervening intheir behalf, they werelost. Thelsraelites
were saved not as a result of the divine work or of the human work alone, but from
a proper combination of both. God ocould as easily have carried this mighty host
bodily over the sea as to open the channel, but by doing so he would have set aside
human agency. Paul (1 Cor. 10:1) makes thistypical of man'sdeliverance fromsin.
Type and antitype must always agree. Hence as there were both divine and human
partsin the type so there must be in the antitype—the salvation of sinners.

The scheme of human redemption had itsoriginin God'slovefor man, and divine
power was brought to bear in perfecting that scheme.
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Grace first contrived the way
To save rebelliousman,

And all the steps that grace display
Which drew thewondrous plan.

The grace of God sent Jesus to be the great sin offering for the world. “For God
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16.) This grace sent the
Holy Spirit to be the great reveal er of this scheme, to convince “theworld of sin, and
of righteousness, and of judgment” (John 16:8), and to be an abiding Comforter with
God's children (John 14:16). This grace provided a church, or kingdom, in which is
forgiveness, redemption through the blood of Christ (Col. 1:13, 14), and in which
man can be trained and disciplined for a heavenly state Finally, this grace gives us
the“gospel of the grace of God,” whichis*the power of God unto salvation to every
one that believeth.” (Rom. 1:16.) There is often much anxiety about the divine part
in salvation. This should not be. What was necessary for God to do he has done;
whatever is necessary for him to do he will do at the proper time. The thing for man
todoisto study carefully God'swill tolearn hispart, and then faithfully and earnestly
do that part, and all will be well with him. What the human part iswill be devel oped
In subsequent chapters of this book.



THE WORD OF RECONCILIATION. 7
CHAPTER I
Importance of Knowing How to Read the Scriptures.

A number of years ago, when | was a practical surveyor, afriend came to my
house early one morning to get me to survey a small tract of land he had recently
bought. Assoon as| could get ready we started for the place. The man wasfull of talk
about histrade; was glad he had found a place for salein the range of hismeans; was
tired of moving every year, as he had been doing; and findly said he was glad he had
secured ahomein that community, ashiswife now would be close enough to attend
her church, a privilege she had not had since they had been married. Upon this |
suggested that he could also attend.

“Yes,” hereplied, “that is so; but, you know | never go to church much; but, little
as you may think, | read the Bible a great deal.”

| replied: “1 amglad to hear that; but do you know how to read it?’
He answered: “0, yes! | can read very well.”

Seeing he misunderstood my question, | asked: “For what purpose are you
reading?’

With much earnestness, he replied: “I am read-
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ing to learn how to be saved—how | may become a Christian.”
“ How are you getting along?’ was the next question.

“ 0. very wdl! | began at the first of Genesis, and am well along in the Old
Testament.”

By thistime| had becomedeeplyinterested inhiscondition. | had passed through
the same experience. From my early youth | had desired, above everything else, to be
aChristian, and, under the instruction of my religiousteachers, had searched the Old
Testament, and especially the Psal ms of David, for the way; but my search wasvain.
| did not then understand the reason why. Perceiving his difficulty and hoping to be
of some service to him, as we rode along over the hills and across the valleys, |
preached him asermon on the proper division of the word. When | was through, he
said: “I never heard it inthat way before. | am going to read to see if what you have
said istrue.” Hedid read, and afterwards he became an earnest, fathful Christian.

God has spoken to man. In the time past he spoke to the fathers by the prophets,
in these |last days he has spoken to us by his Son. All that he has spoken that was for
the good of manin general isfound in the Bible. What he spoke to thefathers by the
prophets is recorded in the Old Testament; what he speaks to us by his Son is on
record in the New Testament. As “what things
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soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law,” so what is said in the
Old Testament issaid to those who livedin that age of theworld; and, likewise, what
Is said by God through his Son is said to those who live in this age. The Old
Testamentisinspired. It isa much the word of God asthe New Testament, for God
spokeit. In it there are many lessons of divine providence and divine government,
many lessons showing how God condemns the wrong and approves the right, and
many lessons teaching the impotency of human wisdom and the fallibility of human
nature. A knowledge of it isnecessary to an understanding of the New Testament; but
it does not contain in plain, literal languagethe specific way of salvation for manin
the gospel age of theworld. Thisisto befound in the things“God hath spokento us
by his Son” in the New Testament. The Old Testament contains what God saidin a
preparatory age and to a people he was using to prepare for the glorious scheme of
redemption through Christ. The three dispensations—patriarchal, Mosaic, and
Christian—have been aptly compared to starlight, moonlight, and sunlight. The
belated traveler, when there is nothing better, appreciates even the dim light of the
stars; but when the full-faced moon emerges above the horizon, he no longer looks
for the shimmeing stars; and then when the sun, the full-orbed “king of day,”

appears, interest in these lesser lightsislost. The patriarch
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appreciated the dim light of hisage, for it wasall he had; so it waswith thelsraglite;
but why should those living in the age of the glorious Sun of Righteousness seek the
dim lights of the past? This those do who turn away from the New Testament and
seek for theway of salvation inthe Old Testament. We have ageneral interest in what
God spoketo thefathers by theprophets, but aspedal interest in wha he has spoken
to us by his Son. In Heb. 2:2, 3 it is said: “For if the word spoken by angels was
steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of
reward; how shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at thefirst began
to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heardhim?’ “The
word spoken by angels’ refersto what isin the Old Testament; the word “ spoken by
theLord” refersto what isin the New Testament. Danger to usliesin neglecting the
latter. The same truth istaught in Heb. 10:28, 29: “He that despised Moses law died
without mercy under two or three witnesses. of how much sorer punishment, suppose
ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath
counted the blood of thecovenant, wherewith hewas sanctified, an unholy thing, and
hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?” TheNew Testament is made up of what
Jesus spoke and did and of what the apostles spoke and did by his authority. It
contains twenty-seven books. These



THE WORD OF RECONCILIATION. 11

naturally resolve themsdves into four divisions. The first four—Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John— constitute the first division; Acts of Apostles, the second; the
twenty-oneletters, beginning with Romans and ending with Jude, thethird; the book
of Revelation, the fourth. The four books that constitute thefirst division are books
of testimony. They are redly the depositions of the four writers, witnessing to the
works of Christ that prove his divinity. They tell about his miraculous birth, his
wonderful life, the miracles he performed, hisgraciousteachings, hisshameful arrest,
hismock trial, hisillegal condemnation, histragic death onthe cross, hisquiet burial,
his triumphant resurrection, and hisglorious ascension to heaven. They also record
“the word of reconciliation” that he committed to his ambassadors.

In order to salvation there must befaith; in order to faith there must betestimony.
No testimony, no faith, is a truism. These books give the testimony upon which we
predicate our faith in Christ. “ Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in
order adeclaration of those thingswhich are most surely believed among us, even as
they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were eyewitnesses, and
ministers of the word; it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding
of all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent
Theophilus, that thou mightest know the certainty of those
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things, whereinthou hast been instructed.” (Lukel:1-4.) “Many other signstruly did
Jesusin the presence of hisdisciples, which arenot written in thisbook: but theseare
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing ye might have lif e through his name.” (John 20:30, 31.)

Acts of Apostles, which constitutes the second division of the New Testament,
IS a book of conversions. It contains the acts (not all of them) of the apostlesin
applying “the word of reconciliation” that Jesus had committed to them.

Two propositions which are incontestably true throw much light on the purpose
of this book:

1. In Acts of Apostles, and in that alone, are recorded discourses preached by
inspired men to unconverted men and women, the object of which preaching was to
teach them how to be saved.

2. In Acts of Apostles, and in that alone, are recorded cases of conversion under
the ministry of inspired men.

Thesepropositionsrefer to thetime after Jesus had died for the sins of the world,
after the middle wall of partition between Jew and Gentile had been broken down,
and after a“word of reconciliation” was given that embraced the wholeworld. These
propositions being true, one should not begin at Genesis and read through the Old
Testament to learn the divine plan of saving sinners.

The twenty-one letters which constitute the third
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division were addressed to Christians, either churches or individual Christians, and
are properly books of church order or discipline. Thereisno relationintowhichitis
lawful for a Christian to enter but what he can here find all needed instruction. He
will herelearn that heisto deny himself of all “ungodliness and worldly lusts,” and
iIsto“live soberly, righteously, and godly;” that inorder to lay hold on everlasting life
he must “fight the good fight of faith;” that he must crucify “the flesh with the
affectionsand lusts,” that he must add to hisfaith, virtue, knowledge, temperance,
patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and charity; that t heassembling together must
not beforsaken; and tha he must “ keep the ordinances’ asthey havebeen delivered.
Asitisnot right to “take the children'sbread, and to cast it unto the dogs,” so the
instruction given in thisdivision to Christians should not be taken and given to alien
sinners; neither should theinstruction giveninthe second divisionto dien sinnersbe
turned over to saved men and women.

The book of Revelation, which constitutes the fourth division, is a book of
prophetic symbols and givesin highly figurative style the fortunes and destiny of the
church, an account of the great judgment, the separation of the righteous from the
wicked, and a description of the eternal home of each class.
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CHAPTERII11.
“TheWord of Reconciliation.”

“Andall thingsare of God, who hath reconciled usto himsdf by JesusChrig, and
hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; to wit, that God was in Christ,
reconcilingtheworld unto himself, not imputing their trespassesunto them; and hath
committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then we are ambassadors for
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye
reconciled to God.” (2 Cor. 5:18-20.)

The“us“inverse 19, towhom was committed “theword of reconciliation,” refers
to the apostles of Christ, who in verse 20 are called “ambassadors.” The word
“reconcile” means “to bring back, or restore to agreement, concord, or favor.” An
ambassador is an officer of rank sent by onegovernment to transact businesswiththe
government to which heis sent. As an ambassador, he receives hisinstructions from
the government sending him. His duty is limited by these instructions. The apostles,
as ambassadors, were sent from the court of heaven to the ocourt of man.
Reconciliation presupposes alienation. Persons who have always been on terms of
amity and friendship are never
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reconciled; it is only those who have become estranged. Alienation presupposes
wrongdoing. Where no wrong is done, friends, in the very nature of things, never
become enemies. The wrongdoing may be by one or both parties. With men one may
be in the wrong in the beginning, but generally both get wrong in the end. In man's
alienation from God, man waswholly inthewrong. Man isthe guilty party; God, the
innocent party. Wrongdoing on God's part isinconceivable. Wheretwo partiesare at
variance—one, wholly i nnocent; the other, wholly guilty—it is the province of the
innocent party to propose the terms of reconciliation For the guilty one to do so
would be the height of presumption. It is possible for persons to be so separated in
their relationship that they cannot approach each other. In this case a medigor is
necessary. The office of amediator isto remove the difficulties so the alienated ones
can be brought together. To him also are committed by theinnocent party the terms,
or “word of reconciliation.” In man's alienation from God, man is the guilty party;
God, the innocent party. In his primeval state, man was pure and had sweet
communionwith God. In an evil hour he sinned, “partook of that fruit whose mortal
taste brought death into the world with our woe,” and thus became separated from
God, became alienated in his mind “by wicked works.” (Col. 1:21.) This separation
was of such a nature asto require a mediator. In all theuni
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verse of God there was but one Being—Jesus Chrid, the immaculate Son of
God—possessing the qualifications for a mediator. “There is one God, and one
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” (1 Tim. 2:5.) God, as the
innocent party, proposed the terms upon which man couldreturn, and be restored to,
communionwith him. These terms he committed to Christ, and Christ gave themto
his apostles. “For | have given unto them the words which thou gayest me.” (John
17:8.) “And hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.” (2 Cor. 15:19.)
Whereisthis“word of reconciliation” to befound?What isit when found? No more
important questionswere ever offered for solution to thehuman mind. Man, an alien
fromGod, if not recondled, isdoomed to passthrough the gloomand shadows of this
world, with no star of hope to cheer his pathway, and to drop at last into the darkness
of eternal night; but, on the other hand, if reconciled and he fully appreciates that
blessed fact, thislifetohimisacontinual feast, even the waters of death lose much
of their chill, and the gates of heaven at last will swing wide open to admit him to
everlasting joys. Asthis “word of reconciliation” was committed to the apostles, in
our search for it we should not go behind them. Neither should we come this side of
Paul's second letter to the church at Corinth; for when he wrote, it had already been
committed to them. Where, then, between the call
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the apostles and the writing of this language is anything committed to them that can
properly be considered a “word of reconciliation “in which the whole world is
interested?It isnot found in the first commission, for that was restricted to the Jews.
-" These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way
of the Gentiles, andinto any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: but go rather to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel.” (Matt. 10:5, 6.) It, then, mus have been after Jesus
arose from the dead, and is found in the great commission given by Jesus to his
apostles just before his ascension to heaven, the different records of which are here
given: “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power isgiven unto mein
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever | have commanded you: and, 10, | anwith you alway, even
unto the end of theworld.” (Matt 28:18-20.) “And he said unto them, Go ye into all
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved, but he that believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark 16:15, 16.) “And
said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise
from the dead the third day: and that repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusa-
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lem.” (Luke 24:46, 47.) “Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my
Father hath sent me, even so send | you.... Whose soever sins ye remit, they are
remitted unto them; and whose soever sinsyeretain, they areretained.” (John 20:21-
23.) Hereis"thewordof reconciliation,” world-wideinitsamplitude. Theend of this

“word of reconciliation” isremission of sins; and when aman's sins are remitted, he
ceasesto bean dien.

Putting all these records together, it is found that “the word of recondliation”
committed to the apostles as Christ's ambassadors contains teaching, or preaching;

faith, repentance, baptism, and salvation from sin. Thisismade plainby thefollowing
diagram:

@L‘m Tl |||||1,|||:|
fl | i Fil Im',ﬂlﬁrnl b
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CHAPTER1V.
Qualifications of the Ambassadors.

At the time Jesus committed to his ambassadors*theword of reconciliation” the
human family was divided into the two great classes, Jews and Gentiles. These were
all alienated from God. After having described the fearful corruption of the Gentiles
and then of the Jews, the apostle says. “What then? are we better than they? No, in
no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are al under
sin.” (Rom. 3:9.) “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” (Rom.
3:23.) All of these, then, were “alienated from the life of God through the ignorance
that isin them, because of the blindness of their heart” (Eph. 4:18); and, besidesthis,
they were divided up into various languages. Something of the difficulty of the work
committed to the apostles can be seen. The scope of this chapter shall be: Did they
possess the requisite qualifications?

1. The greater part of the human family bdong to what are cdled” the common
walks of life.” The wisdom of Jesusis displayed in that in sdecting the apostles he
took them mainly from thisclass. (I) Being of the common people, they could more
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easi|y approach that classthan if they had been otherwise. (2) Being unlearned men,
when they were enabled to speak to every man in his own tongue wherein he was
born, their inspiraion became evident.

2. The personal ministry of Jesus lasted between three and four years. For about
three years, except the time they spent in preaching the “gospel of the kingdom”
among cities of Israel, they were in hisimmediate company. They were witnhesses of
his numerous miracles. They saw him give sight to the blind and hearing to the deaf;
they saw him cool theraging fever and steady the palsied frame they saw himcleanse
theloathsome leper and set the captive demoniac free they saw himby hisword calm
the boisterous sea and rai se the sleeping dead; they heard hiswondrous teaching and
hung with rapture on his gracious words; they heard him speak his many parables
ilTustrating the kingdom he had come to establish, and then had theexalted privilege
of hearing their hidden meaning explained; they witnessed his illegal trial and
shameful crucifixion; they witnessed the darkened heavens, the trembling earth, and
the opening graves, they heard his dying exclamation and saw his limp form taken
from the cross, they saw the empty tomb, looked upon him with their eyes, and
handled him with their hands after his resurrection for forty days, even eating and
drinking with him. It was during thistime that he committed to them “the
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word of reconciliation.” The purpose of al this so far as personal knowledge was
concerned, was that they should be fully qualified for the work he had intrusted to
them. “And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send
themforth to preach.” (Mark 3:14.) “Wherefore of these men which have companied
with usall thetime that the L ord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning fromthe
baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be
ordained to be awitness with us of hisresurrection.” (Acts 1:21, 22.)

3. Human memory istreacherous. The most important things may for atime pass
from the mind. Jesus, during their persond association, had fully taught them the
doctrine and principles of his kingdom; but they were liable to forget them. To help
them he promised when he went away to send them an infdlible guide. “And | will
pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you
forever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive becauseit seethhim
not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall bein
you.” (John 14:16, 17.) “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all thingsto your
remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto you.” (John 14:26.) “But when the
Comforter is come, whom | will send unto you from
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the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify
of me.” (John 15:26.) “Howbet when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide
youinto all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that
shall he speak: and hewill show you thingsto come.” (John16:13.) He al sopromised
that they should be “endued with power from on high” (Luke 24:49), and that they
should receive power after the Holy Ghost came upon them (Acts 1:8). These
promises were to the twelve.Paul, as “one born out of due time,” also received the
power here promised. He “was not awhit behind the very chiefest apostles.” (2 Cor.
11:5.) He had an “ abundance of therevelations.” (2 Cor. 12:7.) “ Truly thesignsof an
apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty
deeds.” (2 Cor. 12:12.) So completely was he under divine guidance that he could
say: “If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that
the things that | write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.” (1 Cor. 14:37.)
Were these prom

ises of divine enduement fulfilled? On the day of Pentecost, inthe city of Jerusalem,
where Jesus had told them to wait for the promised power, the apostles were al
together at one place. “And suddenly there came asound from heaven as of arushing
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared
unto them cloven
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tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled withthe
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance.” (Acts 2:2-4.) The promise was here literally fulfilled; and, though
unlearned Galileans, they were so fully brought under divine power that each would
speak to men, representing the various languages of the earth, in his own tongue
wherein he was bomn.

4. Thefact of their divineenduement wasfrequently clamed afterwards. “Now
we[apostles] havereceived, not thespirit of theworld, but the spirit which isof God;
that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which thingsalso
we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost
teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.” (1 Cor. 2:12, 13.) In Eph. 3:3-5
Paul speaks of the revelation of the mystery “which in other ages was not made
known, . .. asit is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit.”
It was*“with theHoly Ghost sent down from heaven” that the apostles“ preached the
gospel.” (1 Pet. 1:12.)

Thus the ambassadors were fully qualified and engaged in the ministry of
reconciliation with all the authority the God of heaven himself could invest them.
Being thus authorized, their work was binding upon man then. It is so now. They
have had no successors in office. They are still God's am-
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bassadors, and he through them is still praying us to be reconciled to God. In the
regeneration—thenew order of things—after Jesuswas seated upon thethrone of his
glory, they were to “sit upon twelve thrones, judging [teaching, guiding] thetwelve
tribes of Israel.” (Matt. 19:28.) They are still upontheir thrones, and will be aslong
as Jesusisupon his. They are thedivinely-appointed teachersin spiritual mattersto-
day. “ Thethingsthat thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit
thou to faithful men, who shall be ableto teach others also.” (2 Tim. 2:2.) “Those
things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and
the God of peace shall be with you.” (Phil. 4:9.)
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CHAPTER V.
Beginning at Jerusalem.

In order to understand fully the work of ambassadors, either humanly or divinely
sent, we must find the time when and place wherethey entered upon their duties. The
feast of Pentecost, desgnated in the Old Testament “the feast of weeks,” was one of
the three great annual feasts of the Jews. All malesamong the Jews were required to
be at Jerusalem at each one of thesefeasts. The day of Pentecost camefifty days after
the Passover feast. Jesus was crucified at the feast of the Passover. Fifty days after
this, being thefirst Pentecost after his crucifixion, in the city of Jerusalem, the Holy
Spirit was poured out upon theapostles, thus fulfilling the promise of Jesusthat they
should be endued with power from on high, as found in the preceding chapter. This
was indeed a notable day. It would be hard to overestimate the importance of its
events to alost world. Lew Wallace, in that fascinating book, “Ben Hur,” gives a
graphic description of the journey of the three wise men, starting from different
points, and each, without the knowledge of the athers, making hisway many leagues
across the trackl ess desert to the place from.
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which, in company, they went to see the infant that wasto be the “great King.” This,
though grand, isnot to be compared to theeventswhich, moving on converginglines,
cametogether on thisPentecost, that all thingsmight be ready for thework of Christ's
ambassadors to fallen humanity. The antecedent ages were preparatory. For four
thousand years, through patriarchal and Jewish dispensations, through patriarchsand
Jews, through prophets and priests, through altars and sacrifices, through types and
shadows, God had been preparing theworld for thework that wasinaugurated on this
day. Two great problems—theinsufficiency of law to redeemman andman'sinability
to redeem himself—had been solved; the former, by the Jewish nation; the latter, by
the Gentile world, who had been left to themsdves. The Jews, because of their
rebellion, had | ost their nationality and had been dispersed among all nations. Though
rebellious and wicked, they held to their idea of one God. Through their dispersion
they carried to the heathen nations a knowledge of this one true God. These heathen
nations, weary and worn because of their falure to find a basis of hope in human
wisdomand philosophy, werein aconditionto recei vethe message of hope and peace
in the gospel. The Jews also, tired of oppression, were anxiously awaiting the
promised one they thought would rel ease themfromtheir burdens. Devout men from
every nation, in a spirit of obedience to their law, had journeyed to the holy
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city that they might keep the feasts. On thisday Jews by thousands were abiding in
the city. I n obedience to the command of Jesus, the apostles had returned from the
mount of ascension to Jerusalem, thereto await the “promise of the Father,” and on
this day were all together “with one accord in one place.” A few days before this,
Jesus, having finished his work on earth, had ascended to the throne of God; and
there, in the presence of God and myriads of redeemed souls angels, archangels, and
the hierarchies of heaven, was placed upon his head—the head that had worn the
crown of thorns—the crown of universal dominion, andin hisnail-pierced handsthe
scepter of universal authority. On thisday, in fulfillment of the promise he had made
of another Comforter, he sent theHoly Spirit who, coming uponthe apostles, sat upon
them as cloven tongues of fire and enabled them to speak to every man in the
language wherein he was born. (Ads 2:1-4.) Never in the world's history was there
such combination of eventsasonthisday Joel, aprophet of God, eight hundred years
before had prophesied that there should be an outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and that
there should be deliverancein Mount Zion and in Jerusalem. (Joel 2:32.) Isaah, the
Messianic prophet, seven hundred and sixty years before had prophesied of thisday:
“Andit shall cometo passin thelast days, that the mountain of the Lord's houseshall
be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be
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exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go
and say, Comeye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the
God of Jacob; and hewill teach us of hisways, and wewill walk in his paths: for out
of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” (Isa. 2:2,
3.) About seven daysbeforethis Jesushadsaid to hisapostles: “ Thusit iswritten, and
thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: and that
repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of thesethings. And, behold, | sendthe
promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be
endued with power from on high.” (Luke 24:46-49.) Jesus had also said: “For John
truly baptized withwater; but yeshall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days
hence.... Y e shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye
shall be witnesses [or ambassadors] unto me bothin Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” (Acts 1:5-8.) It being the right
time (“ thelast days“—Acts2:17); theapostlesbeing at the right place (Jerusalem—
Acts 1:12); they being in the right condition (* endued with power from on
high” —L uke 24:49); and the right people being present (* And there were dwelling
at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of
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every nation under heaven. Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came
together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in hisown
language “—Acts 2. 5, 6)— this certainly was an auspicious time for the beginning
of adivine embassy that will not end until the angel of the Apocalypse, with one foot
upon the earth and the other upon the sea, declaresthat there shall be time no longer.

On thisday and at this place not only began the ministry of reconciliation under
the ambassadors, but the Holy Spirit came down and took up his abode with the
people made ready through the ministry of John and Jesus, and the church stood forth
a living organization prepared for its work in the salvation of man. Dr. William
Smith, in his “Bible Dictionary,” says: “ This day was the birthday of the Christian
church.” Orchard, in his “History of the Baptists,” in speaking of the church
composed of those who “gladly received hisword” on thisday, says: “ This Christian
assembly, asit wasthefirst, so it isthe mother church in the Christian di spensation.”
L echler, adistinguished L utheran professor, says: “ Thefactthat the day of Pentecost
Isthe birthday of the Christian church has always been recognized.”

Reserving for the next chapter afuller investigation of the work of ambassadors
on thisday, attention is here called to the fact that as remission of sinswas preached
on this day it was to be “ preached
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amongall nations.” (Luke 24:46, 47.) An eminent preacher hascorrectly said theterm
“al nations” here and the other records of “the word of reconciliation” include all
subjects of gospel address then living, that have lived until the present, are living
now, and will live until man's probationary state ends. This baeng so, no man is
authorized to preach “repentance and remission of ans,” only as it was preached
there. The man who preaches different imperils his own salvation. “But though we,
or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let himbe accursed. Aswe said before, so say | now again, If any

man preach any othe gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be
accursed.” (Gal. 1:8, 9.)
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CHAPTER VI.

The First Application of isthe Word of
Reconciliation.” (Read Acts 2.)

Asfound in the preceding chapter, the apostles began their work as ambassadors
for Christ inthe city of Jerusalem on thefirst Pentecost after the resurrection of Jesus.
It was an auspicious time to begin the work. The Jews at this time were scattered
among all the nations of the earth. They had been in this dispersed condition long
enough to acquire the language of the people whither they had been scattered.
Notwithstanding they had become citizens of these various nations, they, in great
numbers, attended the annual feasts at Jerusalem.

In order to understand fully the work of the ambassadorsit is necessary to keep
before our mindsthe order of events Acts 1 closes with an account of the sdection
of one to take the place of Judas in the apostleship in these words. “And they gave
forth their lots, and thelot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven
apostles.” (Verse 26.) Chepter 2 begins. “And when the day of Pentecost was fully
come, they [that is, the apostles| were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly
there came a sound from heaven as of a
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rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. . . . And they
were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the
Spirit gave them utterance.” (Verses 1-4.) This was the fulfillment of the promise:
“Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.” (Acts 1:5.) The
narrativethen goeson: “ And therewere dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out
of every nation under heaven. Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came
together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak inhisown
language.” (Acts 2:5, 6.) It was the apostles that were together in one place. They
were baptized with the Holy Ghost. The people were not there, being scattered
throughout the city at the time. Hearing of this remarkable occurrence, they came
where the apostles were They were Jews, that class of whom it was said: “It was
necessary that the word of God should first have been spokento you.” (Acts 13:46.)
They were “devout men.” A devout man isnot necessarily a saved man. In Antioch
(Acts13:50) “the Jews stirred up thedevout . . . women,” raised a persecution against
Paul and Barnabas, and cast them out of the city; at Athens (Acts 17:17) Paul
disputed with the* devout persons.” These“devout . .. women” and“devout persons”
were not saved. The “devout men” dwelling at Jerusalem were simply Jews devoted
to their religion. They were unsaved men



THE WORD OF RECONCILIATION 33

when assembled that day, because Peter charged them with having crucified Jesus
with “wicked hands” (Acts 2:23) and exhorted them: “ Save yourselves from this
untoward generation.” (Verse 40.) Through curiosity they were led to where the
apostles were. Their first impressons were wholly erroneous, for they thought the
apostleswere drunk. Peter began hisdiscourse by removing the fdseimpression that
was on the minds of his hearers. Thisisaways necessary. It isno small part of the
preacher's work to get erroneous ideas out of the minds of the people. It frequently
requires more timeto clear away the briers, thorns and noxious weeds than it does
to plant the seed in the prepared soil. As long as these people thought the apostles
weredrunk they were not in condition to receive the good seed of the kingdom. Peter
shows how they could not be drunk; but, on thecontrary, all they saw and heard was
afulfillment of an Old Testament prophecy concerning the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit which was to take place in “the last days” inthe city of Jerusalem (Joel 2:28-
32); and then, after earnestly inviting their attention to the words he was about to
speak, he told the wonderful words of Jesus—how that God had approved him by
miracles, signs, and wonders; how with wicked hands they had crucified and slain
him; how God had raised him from the dead; and how the prophecies had been
fulfilled in him—closing hisaddress with these words: “ Therefore let all the house
of
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Israel know assuredly, that God hath madethat same Jesus. . . both Lord and Christ.”

(Acts2:36.) “Nowwhenthey [thepeopl €] heard this, they werepricked intheir heart,
and said unto Peter and to therest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we
do?’ (Verse 37.) When the people came together, they were in doubt, saying one to
another: “What meaneth this?” Now they are believers. The earnestness with which
they asked, “What shall wedo?’ isproof of this. Had they not believed what they had
heard, they would not have been affected by it; neither would they have sought
guidance from the apostles. The question, “What shall we do?’ clearly shows they
believed there was something for themto do, and that they had the ability to do what
was required. The fact that the apostle, guided by the Spirit, told them - what to do
shows there was something for themto do, and that they could do what was required.
Being now believers, verse 38 givesthe answer—an answer, too, that God, Jesus, and
the Holy Spirit approved: “ Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for theremission of sins, and ye shall receivethegift of the Holy Ghost.”

“Thenthey that gladly received hisword were baptized: and the same day therewere
added unto them about three thousand souls.” (Verse 41.) These were saved from
their sins, recondled to God. Upon what condition? Having heard the

gospel and become believersin obedience to the



THE WORD OF RECONCILIATION. 35

command of God through the apostle Peter, they repented of their sins and were
baptized.

In “the word of reconciliation” committed to the ambassadors, as shown in
Chapter. Ill. of this book, there were preaching, hearing, faith, repentance, and
baptism; sointhis, thefirst case of reconciliation after the ambassadors entered upon
thework, there were preaching, hearing, faith, repentance, and baptism. Asthiswas
the beginning of the preaching of repentance and remission of sins in the name of
Christ, theinspired historian has given this case more in detail than any subsequent
cases of reconciliation. Every two yearsin our State (Tennessee) thereisan election
for Governor. Each of the two leading parties sdects its most available man asa
candidate. As a rule, these gentlemen have a joint discussion at various places
throughout the State; and, asarule, the opening speeches are published in full in the
variousparty organs, but all subsequent onesare published only inabridgedform. To
interpret the full speech in thelight of the abridged one would be unjust, faimess
requiring that the abridged speech beinterpreted in thelight of thefull one. Sointhis
case. The abridged accounts of conversionsin subsequent chapters of Actsshould be
interpreted inthelight of thisaccount. Tofail to do thisisto*handletheword of God
deceitfully.”
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CHAPTER VII.

The Extraordinary in the Work of the
Ambassadors.

There was intense excitement immediately following the events of the last
chapter. Instead of returning to their various homes, aswasthe customof the visiting
Jews, the new converts—thosereconciled to God—remainedinthecity of Jerusalem.
Joyously they engaged in all the acts of service of the new institution. In loving
fellowship with their brethren, they had all things common to the extent that those
who had distributed of their goods to those who had not. They continued “daily with
one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat
with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, and having favor with all the
people.” (Acts 2:46, 47.) They were amazed at the many wonders and signs which
were done by the apostles. During thistime Peter and John, two of theambassadors,
on their way into the temple a the hour of prayer (being, according to our usage, 3
P.M.), were accosted by a beggar, who asked alms of them. This beggar had been
lame from his mother'swomb, was over forty years of age, and waswell knowntothe
people. To him
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Peter said: “Silver and gold have | none; but such as| have give | thee: In the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.” (Acts 3:6.) Immediately his ankle
bones received strength, and he began to leap and praise God in the temple, all the
people seeing him. Thiswonderful miracle attracted attention and afforded Peter an
opportunity of preaching the gospel to the people. This discourse is the second one
put on record after the ambassadors began their work. Asaresult of thisdiscourse it
isrecorded: “Howbeit many of themwhich heard the word believed; and the number
of the men was about five thousand.” (Acts 4:4.)

In this history is brought out an important fact that mug be observed in order to
understand the work of the ambassadors—that is, in their ministry there were the
ordinary and the extraordinary. The ordinary was the preaching of the gospel by the
ambassadorsand itsreception and obedience by the people; the extraordinary wasthe
miraculous manifestaions that frequently attended their work. On the day of
Pentecost there was an outpouring of the Holy Spirit; at Sol omon's porti co thislame
man was healed; in Samaria “unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of
many that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were
lame, were healed” (Acts 8:7); an angel cameto Philip, the preacher, andsent himin
the way to meet the Ethiopian nobleman (Acts 8:26); on theway to Damascus, Saul,
the perse-
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cutor, saw agreat light above the brightness of the noonday sun (Acts 9:3); at Lydda,
AEneas was cured of the pasy (Acts 9:34); at Joppa, Dorcas, the dressmaker, was
raised from the dead (A cts 9:40); at Caesareaan angel appeared unto Cornelius (Acts
10:3), and four days|ater there was an outpouring of the Holy Spirit (verse 44); while
at Philippi there was a great earthquake that unsettled the foundations of the prison
and loosed the bands of the prisoners (Acts 16:26). Not being able to discriminate
between these and the thingswhichwere ordinary keeps many persons confused upon
the subject of conversion. With many theideaseemsto be that they must seealight,
hear a voice, or meet something remarkable before they can have assurance of
salvation. | was once called to see a man on his deathbed who had passed his
threescore and ten years, who had never been religious, and who told me flatly he
would never take astep toward being religious until God by somevisiblesignlet him
know he wanted him. Poor man! An unfortunate victim of false teaching! That the
converting power was not inthe miraclesis evident from thisfact: the miracleswere
wrought upon one thing or class, while the conversions were from another class. On
theday of Pentecast the Holy Spirit came upon the apostl es; it wasthe multitude who
gladly received the word and were baptized. At Solomon's porch thelame man was
the subject of the miraculous power; those who heard
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theword preached on that occasion believed. AEneaswas cured of apalsy, while“all
that dwelt at L ydda and Saron saw him, and turned to the Lord.” Dorcas was raised
to life, and “it was known throughout all Joppa; and many believed in the Lord.”

For what purpose were miracles performed?

1. Those that Jesus performed testified of his divine character. “No man,” said
Nicodemus,” can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.” (John
3:2.) Jesus himself said: “Theworksthat | do in my Father's name, they bear witness
of me.” (John 10:25.) The beloved disciple said of the miracles of Jesus: “ And many
other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in
thisbook: but these are written, that ye might believe that Jesusisthe Christ, the Son
of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.” (John 20:30, 31.)

2. The miracleswrought by the gpostles confirmed their words, bore evidence to
the divine character of their mission. “ So then after the Lord had spoken unto them,
he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. And they [the
apostles] went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and
confirmingtheword with signsfollowing.” (Mark 16:19, 20.) “How shall we escape,
If we neglect so great salvation: which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord,
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and was confirmed unto us by them [the apostles] that heard him; God also bearing
them witness, both with signsand wonders, and with divers miracles, and giftsof the
Holy Ghost, accordingtohisownwill?’ (Heb. 2:3, 4.) Inthe case under consideration
the heali ng of thelame man was abovethe power of man; all recognized thisfact; and
asthe power put forth by the apogie was extraordinary, the people were prepared to
receivethe extraordinary statement that the apostle made— that God had raised from
the dead the Prince of life, whom they had killed (Acts 3:15); and hence the result
given in Acts 4:4, “Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed; and the
number of the men was about five thousand,” naturally followed.

3. The purpose of these miracles can be seen by taking another view of the
guestion. Miracleswerenecessary in bringing into existencethe natural universe, but
are not necessary to its perpetuation. A miracle brought the earth, on which welive,
into existence and placed it in its position, but it is kept there by a well-understood
natural law. The different species of animals were brought into existence by a
miracle, but each species is perpetuated by a natural |law—the law of reproduction.
Thesameistrue of all manner of vegetablelife. It required amiracletocreatethefirst
oak tree,<but the species has been perpeuated until the present time by the natural
law that seed shall bring
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forth fruit of its kind. So of the religious systems God has given to man. Miracles
were used—and, therefore, necessary—in their inception, but not to their
perpetuation. In the inauguration of the M osaic dispensation there were anumber of
striking miracles, but that it could be perpetuated without them is shown by the fact
that it existed for about four hundred yearswhen no miracleswerewrought. The same
Istrue of the gospel dispensation. Miracles were wrought in its inception, but it has
been perpetuated through ages without them. The word of God is the seed. (Luke
8:11.) Like the seed of the oak, it has within it a germinal principle by which the
church—kingdom of God—has been perpetuated until now. That after filling their
placein the childhood age of the church miraclesweretoceaseis madeclear by Paul:
“Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there
be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For
we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is come,
then that whichisin part shall be done away. When | was achild, | spake asachild,
| understood as a child, | thought as a child: but when | became a man, | put away
childish things.” (1 Cor. 13:8-11.)

The church has been established, the perfect will of God has been revealed, and
miracles have ceased, the clams of the so-called modern “wonder-workers’ to the
contrary notwithstanding.
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CHAPTER VIII.
The Converting Power isin the Gospel.

Thepower toreveal and confirmtheword wasin theextraordinary manifestations
of the Spirit, but hispower to convert was, and is, in the words he spoke through the
inspired men. Thisis evident fromall the cases of conversion under the ministry of
the ambassadors as recorded in Acts of Apostles. This fact sometimes crops out
incidentally. A casein pointisfound in chapter 5. A council, composed of the high
priest and his kindred, being of the sect of the Sadducees, had commanded the
apostles not to preach any more in the name of Christ. (Acts4:17,18.) Tothischarge
Peter and John had said unto them: “Whether it beright in the sight of God to hearken
unto you morethan unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the thingswhich we
have seen and heard.” (Verses 19, 20.) Obeying God rather than man, the apostles
continued to preach and do signs and wondersin the name of Christ. The whole city
was stirred to itsvery depths. Fear came uponthe church, and multitudes of men and
women were added to the Lord. The fame of their work spread to surrounding cities,
and multitudes from these came to Jerusalem. The
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high priest and all that werewith him, seeng they had been thwarted in their efforts
to stop the spread of this new religion, became indignant and laid their hands upon
the apostles and put them into the common prison. (Acts5: 18.) “Man's extremity is
God's opportunity.” From a human standpoint the apostl es were powerless, but not
so fromthe divinestandpoint. Thistime an angel isthe divine messenger. Angelsare
interested in man's salvation. “ Thereisjoy in the presence of the angels of God over
one sinner that repenteth.” (Luke 15:10.) They “do his [God's] commandments,
hearkening unto the voice of hisword.” (Ps. 103:20.) Multitudes of unsaved people
are in the temple. This angel desired their salvation. He understood what was
necessary. Instead of going to the people he went to the prison and, opening the
doors, brought the apostles out and said: “Go, stand and speak in the temple to the
peopleall thewords of thislife” (Acts5:20.) “Thewords of thislife” are the words
that give all spiritual life here and life eternal hereafter. They are the words that the
apostles had been preaching from Pentecost and that had resultedin the salvation of
thousands. Why preach “ all thewords of thislife?*Because apartial gospel will not
save. “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God.” (Matt 4:4.)

Incidentally this history teachesthat the saving power isnotin the extraordinary,
but in the ordi-
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nary—thewords preached by the apostles. Thisissustai ned by other passages. James,
in writing to the twelve tribes scattered abroad, said: “Wherefore lay apat all
filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted
word, which is able to save your souls.” (James 1:21.) Paul, in the synagogue at
Antioch, speaking to the Jews, said: “Men and brethren, children of the stock of
Abraham, and whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the word of this
salvation sent.” (Acts 13:26.) To the Ephesians he said: “In whom ye also trusted,
after that ye heard theword of truth, the gospel of your salvation.” (Eph. 1:13.) Tothe
brethren at Rome he said: “I am nat ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to
the Greek.” (Rom. 1:16.) Writing to the church of God at Corinth, he said:
“Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gaspel which | preached untoyou, which
also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; by which al so ye are saved, if ye keep
in memory what | preached unto you, unless ye have believed invan.” (1 Cor. 15:1,
2.)

A careful analysis of Acts 2, wherethe ambassadors for Christ first made known
theterms of reconciliation, will nat only remove the misconception here considered,
but also another onethat isequally perniciousin itsinfluence—that is, that the Holy
Spirit converts by moving silently without means
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on the sinner's heart. In the entire record there is not a single statement that would
lead oneto surmisethat any wereturned tothe Lord by itssilent influence or wonder-
working power, but thereis much to show that thewords spoken and heard brought
about the great result. In verse4 it issaid the apostles, after they were“filled with the
Holy Ghost, . . . began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance.” Verse 6 says when the multitude came together they “were confounded,
because that every man heard them speak in his own language.” Verses 7, 8 say:

“They were all amazed, and marveled, saying, Behold, are not all thesewhich speak
Galileans?and how hear we every man in our own tongue?’ Verse 11 says: “We do
hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God.” Verse 14 says: “ Peter,
standing up with the eleven, lifted up hisvoice, and said unto them, Y e men of Judea,
and all yethat dwell at Jerusalem, be thisk nown unto you, and heark ento my words.”

Verse22 says. “Yemen of Israel, hear thesewords.” Verses 3638 say: “ Thereforel et
all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whomye
have crucified, both Lord and Christ. Now when they heard this, they were pricked
in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren,
what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ,
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... and ye shdl receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Verses 40, 41 say: “And with
many other words did be testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this
untoward generation. Thenthey that gladlyreceived his werebaptized: andthesame
day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.” There in short space
about thirteen timesit is said in some way words

were spoken or heard. The apostles spoke as the Spirit gave them utterance, and it
was in this way that the Spirit led so many into the kingdom of God that day.
Notwistanding the extraordinary manifestations of the Spirit on this occasion, those
who were charged with crucifying Jesuswith wicked handswere by the divine power
in the gospel preached and heard. turned “from darknessto light, and fromthe power
of Satan unto God.”

Itisevident that in every case of conversion, or reconciliation, under the ministry
of Christ's ambassadors, the saving power was in the gaspel preached, and not in the
attendant miraculous manifestations nor the silent movings of the Holy Spirit.
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CHAPTER I X.
Conversion.

Repent yetherefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out.” (Acts
3:19)

The above quotation is found in the second recorded discourse of the gpostle
Peter. In thefirst half of thefirst century of our erathe ambassadors of Jesus Chrig
inaugurated the most wonderful revolution in human affairsthe world has ever seen.
At that time the Roman Empire, the last universal human government, was in the
zenith of its power Thegreater part of the habitable globewas subject to itsauthority.
Its eagles, symbols of its mighty conquests, floated everywhere. Its boundaries
extended from the Euphrates, on the east, to the Atlantic Ocean, on the west. It was
three thousand milesin Iength and two thousand miles in width. While boasting of
itslearning and culture, itscivilization wasof |low order. Itscondition is concisely
described by the apostle Paul in his Roman letter: Being filled with all
unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy,
murder, debate, deceit malignity; whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful,
proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient
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to parents, without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection,
implacable, unmerciful.” (Rom. 1:29-31.) That they were without naturd affection
Is shown by the fadt that slaves, and even parents, when they had become helpless
through age, were put to death. This fearful state of depravity was the result of an
idolatrous, superstitiousreligion that wasdeeply imbedded inthe hearts of the people.
Polytheism prevailed. Deities innumerable were worshiped; heroes of antiquity,
kings, emperors, founders of nations and cities had been exalted to the supreme
height of gods; the sun, the moon, the variousluminaries of the heavenswere adored,;
rivers, mountains, trees, vegetables, animals, and even the human passions, were
deified; men in priestly attire were everywhere; in every market were animals that
were sold to the superstitious worshipers; on every hilltop and in every valley were
atars, fromwhich the smoke of these sacrifices ascended to the heavens. Such was
the condition of the Gentile world when the ambassadors began their work. The
condition of the Jewswasnot much better. They were divided into warring sects; and,
by the addition of human tradition, their system of religion, though divinely given,
had become effete. So far had they departed fromthe way of righteousnessthat Paul
said of them: “They are all gone out of the way, they are together become
unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.” (Rom. 3:12.)
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With these unpropitious surroundings, the ambassadors for Chrig—twelve
unlettered men, unaided by any of those external circumstancesregarded as essential
to success—began their appeal to the world. They presented the simple story of the
gospel for belief; afew simple ritesfor observance; and alife of purity, self-denial,
and sacrifice to be lived; with no promise of earthly reward and no immunity from
human sorrow and suffering. The conflict seemed to be a hopeless one; but three
thousand persons accepted this new life at the first appeal; a few days later, five
thousand; then, great multitudes. From Jerusalem the revolution spread to Judea, to
Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the world. Within thirty years the whole of the
Roman Empirewas permeated by the principles enunciated by theseambassadors. An
entire changewaswrought upon theface of theworld. | dolatrous sacrifices remained
unsoldinthemarkets, and everywhere heathenatarsweretumbling into ruins. Man's
fierce nature was subdued, and he wasstarted on the upward course to a more noble
destiny.

Asl now write the Sunison hisannual visit to the South. Fields are brown, and
the forests have a leaden hue. When his visit is ended, he will return, bringing with
himwarmth and genial showers, and soon thefieldsand forestswill put ontheir coats
of green. Each individual stalk of grass does its part in producing this universal
change by devel-
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oping its own blades of green; so each bud upon the trees and shrubs, by bursting
forthinto its own leaves. So in this great change in the moral aspect of the world. It
wasthe result of atransformation in each individual man or woman. This change, or
transformation, in the New Testament is called “conversion,” the theme of the
remainder of thischapter. Thisis an important theme. Conversion is necessary to an
entrance into the kingdom of God. “Except ye be converted, and become as little
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” (M att. 18:3.) “ Except aman
be born of water and of the Spirit [the same process as conversion], he cannot enter
into the kingdom of God.” (John 3:5.) There are many blessings in the kingdom of
God for man, but he must pass through that process called “conversion” in order to
reach them. That we may understand the question it iswell to note some distinctions.

1. Conversion is onething; pardon, or remission of sins, is another. Conversion
Isachange, or transformation, that takes place with man on earth; pardon of sinsis
what God does for him in heaven. Conversion is the changein man that makes him
the character God has promised to pardon; pardon is God's act in removing the
penalty from him. The onefollowsthe other, aseffect follows cause. “ Repent, . . . and
be converted, that your sins may be blotted out.” (Acts 3:19.)

2. Conversion and change of heart are not equiva-
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lent. The one embracesthe turning of the heart, the affections, to the Lord; the other
covers the whole ground of man's deliverance from the power of darkness and
trandation into the kingdom of God. (Cal. 1:13.)

3. Conversion is a turning—a turning from the service of sin to the service of
God. Paul was commissioned to go to the Gentiles “to open their eyes, and to turn
them from darknessto light, and from the power of Satan unto God.” (Acts 26:18.)
Of those to whom theapostle went it is said: “For they themselves show of us what
manner of enteringinwe had unto you, and how yeturned to God fromidolsto serve
the living and true God.” (1 Thess. 1:9.) After many hundreds of the Gentiles had
been brought into the church, while Paul and hiscompanionswereon their way to the
council at Jerusalem, “they passed through Phenice and Samaria, declaring the
conversion of the Gentiles.” (Acts 15:3.) During the council, James, who seemed to
be presiding, alluding to the same thing, said: “My sentence is, that we trouble not
them, which from among the Gentilesareturned to God.” (Acts15:19.) Asadditional
proof that conversionisaturning, thefact iscited that in every placein the Common
Version where the words “convert” or “be converted” occur the Revised New
Testament has the words “turn” or “turn again.”

4. Man being away from God, it is the purpose of the gaspel to turn him back to
God; hencein every
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way heisfrom God he must be turned to God. He is away from God as respectshis
heart (“ The heart isdeceitful aboveall things, and desperaely wicked “—Jer. 17:9);
he must, therefore, be turned in heart, or, as some would have it, have his heart
changed. He is away from God as respects his life (by wicked works he is
alienated—Col. 1:21); he must, then, beturned inlife. Heisrepresented asbeing “in
theworld,” inthe*kingdom of darkness;” he must, then, beturned in state or brought
into a new relationship, into that one body where both Jews and Gentiles are to be
reconciled to God. (Eph. 2:16.)

Conversion, then, in its completeness, embraces a change, or turning, in heart; a
change, or turning, in life; and a change in relaionship. In the change of heart the
understanding must be enlightened and there must beacompl etetransfer of affections
from sin and sinful thingsto God and his service. The change in life must be so
radical that one ceases“to do evil” andlearns“to dowell;” that he putsviolencefrom
his hand and turns “from his evil way.” The change in state separates man fromthe
world and brings him into the kingdom of God, the church of the Lord Jesus Christ,
withall theblessingsand privileges of acitizenthereof. In“theword of reconciliation
“committedto the ambassadors and its applicationby them it wasfound that man was
required to believe in Christ, to repent of his sins, and to be baptized. These, when
complied
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with, prepare him for fellowship with the redeemed. It isthrough faith that the heart
isturned to the Lord. “And put no difference between us and them, purifying ther
hearts by faith.” Acts 15:9.) In repentance the life, or conduct, is turned away from
sin and unto God. Here an important question arises. When aman believes and his
heart is set right, and when he has repented and his life is corrected, is all that is
required in conversion completed, or is there a turning act beyond these? The
Scriptures must answer the question. Speaking of those who came to Antioch
preaching Jesusto the Grecians, it issaid: “And the hand of the Lord was with them:
and a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord.” (Acts 11:21.) Here is a
turning act beyond, and in addition to, faith. Paul before King Agrippa, said that he
showed to them of Damascus, and Jerusalem, and Judea, and the Gentiles, that they
should repent and turnto God The word “and” always carriesthe idea of addition to;
therefore here is a turning act beyond, and in addition to, repentance. Putting both
passages together, it is found that there is a turning act beyond and in addition to,
both faith and repentance. What isthat turning act? T his question the Scriptures must
also answer: “Go ye into al the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” (Mark 16:15, 16.) Here Jesus puts
baptism beyond, and in addition to, faith. When believers asked, “Men
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and brethren, what shall we do?’ the Holy Spirit, through Peter, said: “ Repent, and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.”

(Acts 2:38.) Baptismis here beyond, and in addition to, repentance. It matters not
which comesfirst, faith or repentance. Both these passages being true, baptism, asa
turning act, isinaddition to both of them. Where, then, as aturning act, is baptism's
place? It isthe dividing line between the world and the church of the living God. It
Isinitiatory; it inducts him who is turned in heart and life into the family of God.
“Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized
into his death?’ (Rom. 6:3.) “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ
have put on Christ.” (Gal. 3:27.) Being now in Christ, which isthe same asbeingin
his body, the church (Col. 1:18), he isanew creature. “ Old things are passed away;

... dl things are become new.” (2 Cor. 5:17.) Conversion, then, is a process,
beginning with man in theworld, under condemnation, and ending with him in the
kingdom of God, with sins forgiven, and in the fellowship of all the saved.
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CHAPTER X.
“TheWord of Reoonciliation” Reaches Samaria.

That portion of the land of Canaan called “ Samaria’ when the children of Israel
came to take up their abode there fell to the lot of the ten tribes that afterwards
constituted the kingdom of Israel. Herethey lived asapart of Israel under the judges
and thethreekings—Saul, David, and Sol omon— for about four hundred and seventy
years. When Rehoboam, who succeeded Solomon, rashly took the advice of the
young men not to lightenthe burdens of the people, but rather to increase them, they
revolted and set up akingdomof their own, with Jeroboam, theson of Nebat, asking.
Here they lived under various kings, most of them very wicked, for about two
hundred and thirty-five years. At the end of this time, when Hoshea was king, “the
king of Assyria came up throughout al the land, and went up to Samaria and
besieged it threeyears.” The siege was successful. Samariawas subdued, and the ten
tribes were carried avay captive into Assyria. Samaria was a desirable country in
which to live, being a land that flowed “with milk and honey.” It being now
depopulated, the king of Assyria sent men from anumber of different
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provinces of his own country and colonized them there. These colonists, being
idolaters, made images and worshiped the gods that they had worshiped in their
former homes. They had not been there long until they got into trouble. While the
children of Israel had been carried of f because of their unfaithfulness, still thesewere
trespassersin aland God had given to hispeculiar people; henceitissaid: “TheLord
sent lionsamong them, which slew some of them.” These people believed there were
“gods many;” that each country had a God that looked after the well-being of that
specific country. They thought the trouble they were in came as a result of not
knowing “the manner of the God of the land.” Hearing of the trouble, the king of
Assyriasent some of the priests he had carried away captive, that they might teach
them“the manner of the God of theland.” These prieststaught them, at least partia ly,
the law of Moses, and they began to worship according to its requirements, yet
continued to serve “their graven images.” This history isfound in 2 Kings17.

Here was the beginning of amongrel religion and amongrd peopl e that existed
in large numbers seven hundred years aterwards, when Jesus was in the flesh.
Remarkableto relate, asmall remnant still live there, whoevery year slay and eat the
paschal lamb on Mount Gerizim, so McGarveytellsusin“Landsof theBible.” While
they observed many of the ritesof the Jews, they were a separate
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people; in fact, they and the Jews had no dealings with each other. When Jesus sent
the twelve on their first mission, he said, “Into any city of the Samaritans enter ye
not;” as well as, “Go not into the way of the Gentiles;” but after his death and
resurrection and ater committing to them a“word of reconciliation” world-widein
its amplitude, hesaid: “Y e shdl be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8.) Herethe
human family is divided into three classes —Jews, Samaritans, and Gentiles. “The
word of reconciliation” was to be carried to all in the order here given. The work
began in Jerusalem on the great Pentecost. A year laer the life-giving message
reached Samaria by the mouth of Philip. The history of the conversion of the
Samaritans, whichisavery interesting one, isfound in Acts 8. Philip was not one of
the apostles to whom was committed “the word of reconciliation;” but he was a
preacher who, in common with others, had gifts of the Spirit that were “for the
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ.” (Eph. 4:12.) Thisclass of preachers, no doubt, were o guided by the Spirit
that they taught only the truth; yet they learned what to preach fromthe apostles. (2
Tim. 2:2)) This extension of “the word of reconciliation” to Samaria spesking
accordingto modern parlance, wasthefirstreal missionary work of thechurch. It was
not
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theresult of “organized effort,” but rather of adisorganizing effort on the part of the
unbelieving Jews at Jerusalem. Theseearly missionarieswere not sent by the church,
but went as aresult of the persecution that brought about the death of Stephen; and,
being imbued with the spirit of the Master, wherever they went they preached the
word.

Preaching the gospel is not an official work, belonging to aselect dass. It isthe
prerogativeof every onewho hasheard to say: “Come.” (Rev. 22:17.) McGarvey,in
his commentary, speaking of the scattering of disciples, says: “ The result was the
rapid spread of the gospel into the cities of Judea, and even unto Samaria. Thus the
apparent ruin of the single church in Jerusalemresulted in the springing up of many
churches throughout the province, proving for the thousandth time in the world's
history how impotent is the hand of man when fighting against God. As the blows
from the blacksmith's hammer on the heated iron scatter the scintillations in every
direction, so the effort of the wicked Jewsto crush the church of Christ only scattered
its light more widdy abroad.” Guided by a divine providence, Philip went down to
Samaria, which isabout forty miles northwest from Jerusdem, and “preached Christ
untothem.” Asalready stated, hewas not anapostle; but he carried with himthe same
“word of reconciliation” that had been preached at Jerusalem. The Samaritans at this
time were under the influence of ade-
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ceiver named “ Simon,” who gave out “that himsdf was some great one.” He had so
bewitched them with sorceries that they had come to regard himasthe “ great power
of God.” To apeoplethus bewitched and bewildered Philip began to preach Christ.”
Asinthe case of the apostles, God worked with him and “ confirmed the word.” “For
unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with
them: and many taeken with pasies, and that were lame, were healed.” (Acts 8:7.)
“ And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake,
hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. (Verse 6.) As aresult of this, they
turned away fromthe sorcerer. “But when they bdieved Philip preaching the things
concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized,
both menandwomen.” (Verse12.) How plainand simplethisnarrative, and how easy
to be understood when preconceived ideas are not i n the way!

Attention has heretofore been called to thefact that the writer of Ads does not
give al the cases of reconciliation with the same minuteness. Here it is expressly
stated that Christ was preached, that the people believed, and that they were baptized.
That they repented is a necessary inference, as they ceased to have regard for the
decel ver, Simon, and repentance aways precedes bapti sm.
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CHAPTER XI.
Simon, the Sorcerer.

Luke, the inspired historian, in reporting the work of the evangelist Philip in
Samaria, does not give the number or names of those who accepted “the word of
reconciliation,” simply saying: “When they believed Philip preaching the things
concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized,
both men and women.” For somereason, though, he saw fit to make one exception
and give the name of one man— Simon, the sorcerer. As he was separated from the
others, it is well, before following the messengers of the divine embassy to other
points, to tarry alittle longer in Samariain order to look into this case alittle more
closaly. While not holding himup asamodel man, | have no doubt of hisconversion.
It will not do to conclude that his conversion was not genuine because he had been
agreat sinner. Sinissin and asinner isasinner, and themercy of God reachesto all
alike that turn away from their sins. Saul of Tarsus was a persecutor, a blasphemer,
amurderer --yea, the* chief of sinners’—yet he*“ obtained mercy.” But Simon sinned
afterwards; yes, and so do the very best of
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men. Solomon says. “There is no man that sinneth not.” (1 Kings 8:46.) John says:
“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth isnot in us.” (1
John 1:8.) Jesus, in giving a model prayer for his disciples, taught them to pray:
“Forgiveusour sins.” (Lukel1:4.) Themodern doctrineof reachingastate of sinless
perfectionwhileintheflesh hasno warrant in the Scriptures All Christians, even the
very best, have need to pray daily: “Forgive us our sins.”

No one doubts the conversion of the men and women mentioned in Acts 8:12.
Whenitissaid “they believed,” al unitein sayingtheir faith was genuine. Of Simon
it is said: “Then Simon himsdf believed also; and when he was baptized, he
continued with Philip, and wondered, beha ding the miracles and signs which were
done.” (Verse 13.) Itis sometimes claimed that he never really believed; that he only
feigned to believe. If thisisso, then Philip, aninspired man, was deceived; for he
never would have knowingly baptized a pretended believer. Furthermore, if he was
not a believer, Luke, the inspired penman, was deceived also, as he gives no
intimationthat Simon's faith was not as genuine asthat of the other Samaritans. This
fact has great force when it is remembered that L uke wrote this history thirty years
after this occurrence and also after the weakness of Simon's character had beenfully
developed. After speaking of the faith of the other Samaritans, it is said:
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“Simon himself believed also.” Worcester gives “in like manner” as the leading
definition of “also.” Hence as the faith of the others was genuine, so was that of
Simon. Hisfaith being genuine, hisbaptism wasal so genuine; and thewords of Jesus,
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,” being true, he was saved—was
“reconciled to God.” Granting everything that is claimed for this case, those who
discount the importance of baptism gain nothing; for the defect was in the motive,
and not in the things done. Had he done sincerely what he did in pretense, he would
have been all right. This case of conversion is in perfect accord with “the word of
reconciliation” committed to the ambassadors and the other cases heretofore
examined. It is expressly stated that he believed and that he was baptized; and the
necessary inference is that he repented, as he ceased to practice his sorcery; and
repentance is an absol ute prerequisite to baptism.

The subsequent history of Simon is very interesting, as it throws light upon a
much-misunderstood teaching of the Scriptures. An important law of God is here
developed that is not mentioned before in the recorded work of the ambassadors.
Perhaps for this reason this account is given in detail. In that day to every man was
“giventhe manifestation of the Spirit to profit withal.” (1 Cor. 12:7, R.V.) Thisrefers
totheextraordinary, or miraculous, giftsof the Spirit that wereimparted by thelaying
on of hands. These gifts served, as
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McGarvey says, as atemporary provision until the facts, doctrine, commandments,
and promises of the new covenant were committed to writing by inspired men, when
the prophecies, tongues and miraculous knowledge of inspired teachers gave place
to the written record. While others think otherwise, to me it is clear that it was
exclusively thework of the apostles to impart these gifts by the laying on of hands.
To say the least, Philip did not possess this power, or that immediately following
would not have been necessary. “Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem
heard that Samariahad received theword of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:
who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy
Ghost: (for as yet he was falen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the
Holy Ghost.” (Acts 8:14-17.)

It is well to remark here that mental bias and striking traits will crop out after
one's conversion. The man who was covetous will manifest that spirit, the man soon
angry will have fits of passion, the one who was accustomed to exaggerate will
occasionally stretch the cloth, while the man who was |ooked up to will manifest the
desire for prominence after he has come into the church. Simon, previous to his
conversion, had given out that he “was some great one.” “To whom they all gave
heed, from the least to the greatest.” Seeing that
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by the laying on of the gpostles’ hands theHoly Spirit was given, Simon's old nature
for atime asserted itself. Here there seemed to be a chance to still occupy a place of
prominence; hence he off ered them money, saying: “Give me also this power, that on
whomsoever | lay hands, hemay recavethe Holy Ghost.” (Verse19.) Thiswasasin
of agrievous character. Peter tells him because of this. “ Thy heart is not right in the
sight of God.” “Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts.” Smon had had an evil
thought; therefore his heart was “not right in the sight of God.” Peter further says:
“Thouartinthegall of bitterness, and in thebond of iniquity.” Hethen givesin these
wordsthe divine law of remission for personsin his condition: “ Repent therefore of
this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of shine heart may be
forgiventhee.” (Verse 22.) Peter doesnot tell him to repent of thesins of along, bad
life or to pray for forgiveness of his lifdong iniquities, but for something that had
occurred there and then. He was to pray for the forgiveness of a“thought,” and that
thought wasthat “thegift of God may be purchased with money.” (Verse20.) Thelast
heard of Simon leaves him in afavorable light. “Pray ye,” he said to Peter, “to the
Lord for me, that none of these things which ye have spoken come upon me.” (Verse
24.) Here, under inspiration, is developed the law of remission to the erring children
of God.
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A man once said to the writer: “If | believed as you do, | would hire me a
preacher and require him to go with mewherever | went; and when | committed asin,
| would have himto baptize meright thereand then.” Such silly talk asthisgrowsout
of a failure to distinguish between charecters addressed in the Scriptures. Alien
sinners who had heard the gospel and had believed were commanded by an inspired
man to “repent, and be baptized.” To the sinner in the church adivinely-imbued man
said: “Repent, and pray.” This was God's order then; it is God's order now. All
organized bodieshave away by which those who have not been membersareinitiated
and adifferent way by which unfaithful members are restored. So it isin the church

of God.
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CHAPTER XI1I.
The Christian's Creed.

A man's faith carried out in pracical life makes him what heis. “For as he
thinkethin hisheart, soishe.” (Prov. 23:7.) Faith in the principles of the Republican
party carried out in practice makes one a Republican; so of the Democratic party. A
man who believes in Joe Smith and acts out that faith becomes a Mormon; so of
Mohammed or the founder of any other form of religion. Those who believein Jesus
Christ and conform to the requirements of that faith become Christians. What aman
believes is his creed. Creeds are the foundations upon which rest all parties or
organizations in politics or religion. The creed of the Republican party is the
foundation of that party; so of the Democratic party. The creed of the Presbyterian
Church is the foundation upon which that church rests; so of every other church.
Creeds are both unifying and segregating; they unify those who accept them and
segregate those who do not. Personify the creed, and if it be Calvinistic, it will say:
“Come, all ye religionists that believe in the five points of Cadvinism—in the
sovereignty of God, in particular election and predestination, in original
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sin, in effectual calling, and in the final perseverance of the saints; come and stand
upon me, and then you will be a unit, be one fellowship. But ye religionists that are
Arminian, stand aside; you can have no fellowship, cannot be one, with those who
stand upon me.” The creed, if Arminian, would say to those who believe in the
universality of theatonement, man'sfree agency, etc.: “Come and stand upon me, and
you will be one body and one communion; but ye Calvinists cannot be in fellowship
with those who have rallied to my standard.”

Thus it is seen how creeds both unify and segregate. Christians have a creed. It
Issimple enough for all accountable persons to understand and broad enough for all
who desire salvation through Christ to stand upon. In the early days of Christianity
all who accepted it became “ of one heart and of one soul.” Being many, they were
still “one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.” They constituted
the church—the “called out”— hence were separated from the world.

In following the apostles and inspired teachersin their application of “the word
of reconciliation” we have reached Acts8, and have considered theconversion of the
Samaritans, including Simon, the sorcerer. We shall tarry alittle longer herein order
to consider another case in which the Christian's creed is clearly set forth. The Jews
had di spersed themsel vesamong all nations. Oneof these had reached Ethiopia, apart
of Africa, south of Egypt.
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He displayed the usual “money sense” of that people, and, because of hisskill in
business, had been elevated to the place of treasurer to the queen. His steadfastness
in the religion of his fathers is shown in that he went to Jerusalem to worship.
Through with the ceremonies pertaining to thisworship, he started in his chariot for
hisfar-off home. Hisfidelity commended himto God, and God set about to savehim.
How hedid thisistoldin Acts 8:2639. By reading these versesit will be seen that in
this man's converson an angel had something to do, the Holy Spirit had something
to do, a preacher had something to do, and the man himself had something to do.
Finding out what each of them did, we have the whole history before us. Through
Philip's preaching the Samaritans had been reconciled to God. By the visit of the
apostles and the laying on of their hands, spiritual gifts had been imparted, by which
they could edify themselves. Philip's mission being accomplished, he was ready for
another field. At thisjuncture the angel of the Lord cameto him and directed him to
go south toward theroad that |eadsfrom Jerusalem to Gaza. Thiswasthe angel's part,
and belonged to the miracul ousthat was common then. Philip's journey was so timed
that he reached this great highway jud as this Ethiopian treasurer was passing.
Strange for an officer of State, he was reading the Scriptures—and reading, too, a
striking prophecy about the Christ. “Then the Spirit said unto
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Philip, Go near, and join thyself to thischariot.” (Acts8:29.) Thiswork of the Spirit,
like the angel's, was miraculous, and both were for the purpose of bringing the
preacher and the man to be saved together. Thisisdl they did. Being now together,
the preacher began at the scripture the travel er was reading and preached unto him
Jesus. In preaching Jesus, Philip preached thebirth, thelife, the signs and miracles,
the death for our sins, the burial, the resurrection, and the coronation in heaven of
Jesus, and the conditions of sdvation through him. Thisisonethingthe preacher did.
“ And asthey went on their way, they came untoa certain water: and theeunuch said,
See, here is water; what clath hinder me to be baptized? And Philip sad, If thou
believest with all shine heart, thou mayest. And heanswered and said, | believe that
Jesus Christ isthe Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they
went down bothinto thewater, bath Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. And
when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip,
that the eunuch saw himno more: and hewent on hisway rgjoicing.” (Verses 36-39.)
Hereit isfound that the preacher bapti zed the man in addition to preaching to him.
The man himself believed (verse 37); he was baptized (verse 38); and by necessary
inference we conclude that he repented, as repentance is always antecedent to
baptism. Philip's answer to the
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eunuch's question, “What doth hinder me to be baptized?’ “1f thou believest with all
shine heart, thou mayest,” shows that man mug believe something—must have a
creed. Theeunuch'sanswer, “| believethat Jesus Christ isthe Son of God,” tellswhat
that creed is. Thetruth that “ Jesusisthe Christ, the Son of God,” isthe very core, the
essence, of the religion of Christ. It is the great central truth of the Bible around
which clusters every other truth. For aman to say, “I believe that Jesusisthe Christ,
the Son of God,” is as much as to say: “I believe all of the Old Testament and the
New Testament.” It isthe foundation upon which the church of Christ was built and
upon which it rests to-day.

About the middle of the personal ministry of Jesus he said to his disciples:
“Whom say ye that | am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ,
the Son of theliving God.” (Matt. 16:15, 16.) Jesus approbated this confession and
said: “Upon thisrock [thetruth here confessed] | will build my church; and the gates
of hell shall not prevail againstit.” (Verse18.) The proclamation of thistruth wasthe
burden of the preaching of the apostles. Wherever they went—among Jews
Samaritans, or Gentiles—they held up this proposition and called upon the peopleto
accept it. It isthetruth hebelieved in order to salvation. “Many other signstruly did
Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book:
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but these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,;
and that believing yemight have lifethrough his name.” (John 20:30, 31.) It isthe
truth to be confessed that God may dwell with us. “Whosoever shall confess that
Jesusisthe Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and hein God.” (1 John 4:15.) Thisis
the great truth inscribed on thebanner of the herdds of the cross, that has conquered
and is conquering the idolarous nations of the earth and is rescuing man from his
debased condition and restoring to him his Godlike image. It isthe Christian's creed
that united the early Christiansinloving, tender fellowshipin“onebody,” wherethey
were “of one heart and of one soul;” it is the Christian's creed that contains all
religion, al faith, all duty, all comfort, all consolation, and all hope of rest and joy in
heaven.
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THE WORD OF
RECONCILIATION.

CHAPTER XIII.

“TheWord of Reconciliation” Reachesthe
Gentiles. (Read Acts 10.)

“ Other sheep | have, which are not of thisfold: them also | must bring, and they
shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.” (John 10:16.)

Eight years after Peter had presented “the word of reconciliation” to theJewson
the day of Pentecost and seven years after he had confirmed its extension to the
Samaritans by imparting spiritual gifts to them, and having passed through all
quarters,” he was abiding many days at Joppa, a seacoast town, nearly forty miles
west of Jerusalem. Hishomewaswith another Simon, atanner by trade. Houses were
constructed different then from theway they are built now, theroofsbeingflat. These
flat roofs were splendid places for retirement for rest or prayer. One day at the sixth
hour Peter had gone uponthe housetop to pray. He became hungry; and whileameal
was being prepared, hefell into atranceand in a vision saw heaven opened and a
great sheet knit at the four cornerslet down to the earth. In this sheet were all manner
of beasts, unclean and clean according to
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thelaw of Maoses. A voi cecame to him saying, “Kill, and eat;” but Peter replied: “Not
so, Lord; for | have never eaten anything that iscommon or unclean.” Thevoice came
again, saying: “What God hath cleansed, that cdl not thou common.” Thiswas done
thrice: and the vessel wasreceived up again into heaven.” While Peter was doubting
what thevision meant, threestrangersarrived at hislodging and asked whether Simon
Peter lodged there. While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said
unto him, Behold, three men seek thee. Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go
with them, doubting nothing: for | have sent them.” (Acts 10:19, 20.) He arose at
once, went down to the men, and said: “Behold, | am he whom ye seek: what isthe
causewhereforeye are come? Andthey said, Comeliusthe centurion, ajust man, and
one that feareth God, and of good report among all the nation of the Jews, was
warned from God by a holy angel to send for thee into his house, and to hear words
of thee.” (Verses 21, 22.) Corneliuslived at Caesarea, acity near the east shore of the
Mediterranean Sea, about seventy miles northwest from Jerusalem and thirty miles
north of Joppa, where Peter waslodging. Hewas a Gentile, yet not anidolater; for by
contact with the Jews he had learned of the true God, whom he worshiped. He was
a soldier, being captain of a company of one hundred men. He was a just man, an
almsgiving man, prayed to God always, and had
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trained his family in the same may; but, after all, in the Gospel sense, he was not
saved; for be was to hear words from Peter whereby he and all his house should be
saved. (Acts 11:14.) By the direction of an angel be bad sent the three messengers
before alluded to for Peter.

It may bewd| to stop hereandinquirewhy it asthat “theword of reconciliation”
was kept from the Gentiles so long after its offer to the Jews. Christ died for all. It
was hispurposeto recondle both [Jews and Gentiles] unto God in one body.” (Eph.
2:16) Why, then, delay so long? The Jews were very exclusive, and were deeply
prejudiced. This prejudice bad been intensified by their loss of nationality and
subjection to the Roman Government. Moral forces work slowly, and tekestimeto
effect moral changes. Persons are born babes into the kingdom of God, and must
grow to be men and women in Christ. Prejudice, erroneousideas, and fal seteachings
must be removed by the implantation of true principles. Timeisrequired to do this.
With the prejudice of the Jews, with thar limited spiritual growth, to have at once
admitted the Gentileswouldhavecreated schisminthebody that would havegreatly
hindered Usgrowthinitsformativeperiod. Theeightinterveningyearsgavetimefor
the disciples and churches to grow out of their exclusiveness, to be broadened and
developed spiritual ly, so that when there was divine approbation for bringing them
in
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there would be no further objection. Besidesthis, God, in hiswisdom, bad seenfit to
committhework of bearing hisnameto the Gentilesto aspecial instrument. Him bad
he called to the apostleship, and for five or six years bad been schooling him for the
great work hewasto do. Saul of Tarsus was now ready to become amighty factor in
the extension of the borders of the kingdom of God.

Wenow return to Joppa. Peter lodged the strangersfor the night, and the next day
started with them for Caesarea. Realizing the importance of his misson and to be
prepared for any emergency, be took with him six Jewish brethren. The next day they
reached Caesarea. Thefour days between the angel's visit and the coming of Peter no
doubt were days of deep anxiety on the part of Cornelius De bad long been feeling
out for God, bad been earnestly seeking for light on the great problem of man's
salvation. Hisprayersfor light were now to be answered. He bad so timed thejourney
of the messengers that when they, with the apostle, arrived, be had agood audience,
composed of hiskinsmen and near friends, gathered together.

When Peter arrived, following anatural impulse, Corndiusfell down to worship
him. This Peter forbade his doing, and then let himknow that be had been converted
from his exclusiveness; tha God had shown him how he should not call any man
“commonor unclean” (Acts 10:28.) Corneliusthen rehearsed the matter of thevision,
and
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concluded thus: “Now therefore arewe all here present before God, to hear all things
that are commanded thee of God.” (Verse 33.) No preacher ever had abetter audience
to whom to preach than Peter had there. To be ready “to hear all things that are
commanded’ of God is a proper condition to hear preaching with profit.

Jesus had given to Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven, with power to bind
and loose. (Matt. 16:19.) Peter had used the keysin opening the door of the kingdom
to the Jews on Pentecost; he is now to use them in admitting the Gentiles. As he did
at Pentecost, so Peter here told the wonderful story of Jesus—his life and miracles,
hiscruel death and triumphant resurrection, and his exaltation as“King of kingsand
Lord of lords.” The result of this preaching can be summed up in few words.

1. They believed. Alluding to this occurrence dterwards, Peter said: “Y eknow
how that agood whileago God made choi ce among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth
should hearthe word of the gospel, and believe.” (Acts 15:7.)

2. They repented. “Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto
life.” (Acts11:18.)

3. They were baptized. “ And he commanded themto be baptized in the name of
the Lord.” (Acts10:48.)

Thus by an ambassador for Christ “the word of
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was made known to the Gentiles. They complied with its conditions, and were
inducted into the kingdom of God, with all itsrights, privileges, and blessings.

In this case of conversion, as in most other cases under the ministry of the
apostles, there was an intermingling of the ordinary and the extraordinary. A failure
to discriminate between these always brings confusion. The ordinary were common
in all cases; the extraordinary were as diverse as the number of conversions. In this
case there were three distinct mirades—the vision of thegreat sheet, the visit of the
angel to Cornelius, and the baptism of the Holy Ghost. The object of the first two
miracleswasto get the preacher and the onesto be saved together. Up to thistimethe
apostles did not understand that “every creature” in “the word of recondliation”
included the Gentiles. By the vision of the sheet Peter was convinced that God was
“0orespecter of persons,” and that, therefore, it wasright to preach to the Gentiles. As
Peter alone saw the vision, he alone was convinced by it. By another mirade the
Jewish brethren were to be convinced. Cornelius was praying to know the way of
salvation. The angel visited him to tell him where to find a man that would tell him
“what he ought to do.” These two miracles, the vision of the sheet and the angel's
visit, werethe meansof getting the preacher and the seeker together—the one, willing
to preach; the other, will-
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ing to hear. The six Jewish brethren who went with Peter objectedto the reception of
the Gentiles; but the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, which was miraculous, was the
means of removing these objections, and, when rehearsed by Peter and confirmed by
these brethren, was the means of removing the objections of the other Jewish
brethren. (Acts11:17, 18.) It also bore witnessto the Gentiles that they were entitled
to the privileges of the gospel. (Acts 15:8.)

There are but two cases of the baptism of the Holy Ghost on record. Onewas at
Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, when Peter used the keys and admitted Jews into
the kingdom of God; the other was eight years afterwards, when he again used the
keys to admit the Gentiles. As “God is no respecter of persons,” the fitness of this
can be seen. On the day of Pentecost those who had been disciplesfor three and one-
half years werethe subjects of it. It was to endue them with power so they could go
to the world as qualified ambassadors for Christ. At the house of Cornelius unsaved
persons were the subjects, and its purpose was, as above shown, to prepare the way
for their reception into the church. To have them saved by it is to have them saved
without faith and without purified hearts. The outpouring took place as Peter “began
to speak.” (Acts11:15.) Their faith came as aresult of hearing what Peter preached.
(Acts 15:7.) Ther hearts were purified as a result of
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their faith. (Verse 9.) A theory that forces such absurd conclusions cannot be true.

NOTE ON BAPTISM OF THEHOLY GHOST.

1. Baptism of the Holy Ghostsin History and in the Creeds.—T he doctrine that
the baptism of the Holy Ghost is the essential baptism, and that by it the sinner is
saved, isof modern origin. A few yearsago | wasled to makeathorough examination
of the question. My lineled metoinvestigate it in the light of church history and the
creeds. While the works to which | had access claimed to give a description of the
church in each century, from the first down to the present, in doctrine, inpractice, in
growth and formation of the vari ous sects, greatly to my surprise, | found noallusion
to the baptism of the Holy Ghost until | reached the seventeenth century, i n the days
of George Fox, the founder of the Society of Friends, commonly called “Quakers.”
Among what are called “ orthodox Protestant denominations’ | found no allusion to
it until about the beginning of the nineteenth century. By some the remarkable
manifestations attending the great revivals at that time were attributed to it. If the
baptism of the Holy Ghost is the essential thing, why this silence?

2. Baptismof the Holy Ghost in the Creeds.—The period of time from Luther on
down has been fruitful in the formation of new denominations, most of
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which have formulated confessions of faith. The Bible is alarge book and contains
much matter. Some of it is regarded as essentia; some, not. The founders of the
denominations culled from the Bible the things considered essential. These they
placed together in a “confession of faith,” which is supposed to drcumscribe the
faith of the members. What they are supposed to believe on the vaious
subjects—regeneration, justification, adoption, sanctificaion, etc.—is set forth
therein. | have examined a number of them—such as the “Westminster Confession
of Faith,” the Baptist confession, the Cumberland Presbyterian confession, and the
Methodist “Discipline “—and in none of them is the baptisn of the Holy Ghost
aluded to, except in the “Discipline,” where it is mentioned in the ceremony
connected with the administration of water baptism, and is prayed to accompany it.
Thereisreadly no placefor it, asthe work now claimed it doesis attributed to other
means. “The graceof faith, whereby sinners are united to Christ, is the work of the
Spiritof Christintheir hearts, andisordinarily wrought by the ministry of theword.”
(Cumberland Presbyterian “Confession of Faith,” Chapter XIV., Section 1.) The
creedsthat quote in footnotes the scriptures that are supposed to sustain the doctrine
taught quote all of the following passages in their article on water baptism: Matt.
28:19; Mark 16:16; John 3:5



THE WORD OF RECONCILIATION 81

Acts 2:38, 41; 8:36-38; 10:47; 16:15, 33; Rom 6:3, 4; Gal. 3:27; Tit. 3:5. If these
passages refer to water baptism (and they do), whereisthebaptism of theHoly Ghost
as saving work taught?
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CHAPTER XIV.

“TheWord of Reconciliation” Reaches Europe.
(Read Acts 16.)

Man is powerless to save himself; therefore if heis ever saved, God must save
him. Thishe will do by his power—not by the power by which he givesanimal life,
not by the power by which he keepsthe earth and the starry hostsin their places, not
by the power by which he keeps the oceans in their bounds, not by the power by
which he gives vegetable life; but by that power he has ordained for that purpose.
What isthat power? This question the Scriptures must answer: “Wherefore lay apart
all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meeknessthe engrafted
word, which is able to save your souls.” (James 1:21.) “Menand brethren, children
of the stock of Abraham, and whosoever among your feareth God, to you istheword
of thissalvation sent.” (Acts13:26.) “Inwhom yealso trusted, after tha ye heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.” (Eph. 1:13.) “For | am not ashamed of
the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” (Rom. 1:16.) “More
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over, brethren, | declare unto you the gospel which | preached unto you, which also
ye have received, and wherein ye stand; by which also ye ae saved, if ye keep in
memory what | preached unto you, unlessye have believedinvain.” (1 Cor. 15:1, 2.)
These passages make it clear that God's power to save isin hisword, the gospel of
Christ.

Going on atrain from Shelbyville, Tenn., to Nashville, Tenn., | passed through
themagnificent new depot at Nashvilleto the north side and took my place on astreet
car that was crowded to its utmost capacity with men and women who wanted to go
intothecity. No engineor team of any kind was attached. Where, then, wasthe power
by which that immense amount of human freight was to be transported? It wasin a
wire suspended over the car; but that power, in order to move the car, had to be
brought in contact with the machinery of the car. When time was up, the motorman
made the connection, the electric power came down the arm, and the car moved up
the street like athing of life. So inthe gospel thereispower to save, but it must reach
the heart and underganding.

In the parable of the sower (Matt. 13; Mark 4; Luke 8) the word of God is the
seed, the heart isthe soil, and itisthose who understand and keep the word that bear
fruit. The divine order is Hearing; understanding with the heart; conversion, or
turning; forgiveness, or sdvation. (Acts 28:27.) Hence in al the divine record there
isnot asingle
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case where a person was saved by the gospel whereit was not heard and understood.
Whilethe growth of the church and the spread of the religion of Christ isthe marvel

of the age, yet it was twenty years before the gospel, with its ever-widening circle,
reached that grand division now called “Europe.” The first fruits there were in
Philippi, the chief city of Macedonia. God saw there were two families—one, a
merchant woman and her house; the other, aman who was keeping thecity prisonand
his family—who werein condition to be saved, and he set about to save them. If God
ever saves sinnersdirecly without the gospel, herewas asuitable placeto do so. The
New Testament was not then written. All of it that was then known was in the minds
of the apostles and those who had learned it from them or others. Instead of going
directly tothem, hewent to work with Paul, to whom “theword of reconciliation” had
been committed, to bring him and those to be saved together. He was two hundred
miles away; and, with the means of travel then available, much time would be
required to do this. Miraculously and providentidly, Paul, with hiscompanions, was
directed in this long journey until he reached the city of Philippi. (Acts 16:6-12.)

There he was a stranger in astrange land. Asarule, in commercial citiesthere were
Jewish synagogues, where the Jews would assemble for worship on the Sabbath.
When Paul was inany of these cities, he would go to these
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synagogues, and thus a better means of reaching the people would be aforded.
Philippi wasamilitary and agricultural city, and, therefore, had no synagogue. It was
customary in cities of this sort for the Jews, if any were there, to have someretired
placewherethey would meet for prayer on the Sabbath. Therethe place of prayer was
at theriverside. Paul had been inthe city afew days; and when the Sabbath came, he
went to this place of prayer. There he met Lydia, the merchant woman. (Verses 13,
14.) The history of the conversion of herself and house is given in few words. Paul
sat down and spoke to the woman,; Lydia heard him; the Lord opened her heart; she
attended to the things spoken by Paul; she and her house were baptized (thisis one
of the things she attended to; therefore Paul spoke of baptism). Lipscomb, in his
“Commentary on Acts of the Apostles,” says of Lydia's converson: “ She heard the
gospel as preached by Paul, and through that the L ord opened her heart to receivethe
teachings; so she attended to, or gave heed to, the things that she heard. There was
nothing mysterious or singular about this. Men open one another's hearts by
presenting to them thetruth, enlightening their minds, and changing ther affections
from one person or thing to another. This God did for Lydia by words spoken by
Paul.” Thereneed beno trouble about that matter, anyway. If the Lord opensthe heart
directly without means, that is his work, and he will
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attend to it at the right time and place. The thing for man to do is to hear the gospel,
attend to the things it requires, and trust God for his part of thework.

Passing from this, we cometoanother conversionin this same city. Because Paul
had cast a spirit of divination out of awoman, he and Silas were brought before the
rulers, who, after laying many stripes upon them, put them in prison, charging the
jailer to keep them securely. In order to dothis, thejailer put themintheinner prison
and made their feet fast in the stocks. Though smarting with lacerated backs, at the
hour of midnight Paul and Silas sung praises to God. Suddenly there was an
earthquakethat unsettled the foundation of the prison, opened the doors, and loosed
the bands of the prisoners. Thejailer, awaking out of his slegp and seeing the prison
doors open, was about to kill himself, when Paul restrained him, “saying, Do thyself
no harm: for we are al here.” Then the jailer caled for alight, sprang in, came
trembling, fell down before Paul and Silas, and said: “Sirs, what must | do to be
saved?’ (Verses 28-30.) This question shows that the jailer believed there was
somethingfor himto do, and that he had the capacity and waswilling to do what was
required. It also indicates that in salvation man isboth active and passive--activein
doing what God requires, passive in receiving the salvation tha he gives.
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To understand fully an answer to a quegion it is necessary to know the attitude
of the questioner. What, then, was the attitude of the jailer to the gospel? He was an
unbeliever. While he believed that the apostles, from divine attestation tha night,
could point out the way of salvation, so fa as any history we haveis concerned, he
had never heard the gospel, and, therefore, had not believed in Christ. To the
guestion, “What must | do to be saved?’ coming from an unbeliever, the apostles
answered: “Believeonthe L ord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.”
(Verse 31.) Then as “faith cometh by hearing,” in order that he might have the
testimony upon which to predicate his belief, “they spake unto him the word of the
Lord,andto all that wereinhishouse.” Thejail er becameabeliever, and hisfaith led
right on in the line of obedience to the gospel. “ And he took them the same hour of
the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and dl his, straightway.”
(Verse 33.) In perfect harmony with “the word of reconciliation” committed to the
apostlesand all the casesof reconciliation heretofore examined, therewere preaching,
faith, repentance (the jailer washed the stripes of the prisoners, thus undoing, as far
aswas in his power, the wrong he had done), and bapti sm.
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CHAPTER XV.
A Resume.

The book of Acts of the Apostles gives a partid history of the work of the
ambassadors for Christ and other inspired teachers in presenting “the word of
reconciliation” for aperiod of about thirty years. The accountsof conversionsduring
thistime are not alike full, some being abridged statements. As stated in a previous
chapter, fairnessrequiresthat the abridged accounts should beinterpreted inthelight
of the full accounts, and not the full in the light of THE abridged. A correct rule of
interpretation is tha where a condition of salvation is clearly expressed in one case
it must be understood in all others, whether expressed or not. Salvation in no case
must be predicated on fewer conditionsthan arefound inany given case. Asall cases
are not reported alike full, salvation may be predicated upon a greater number of
conditions than are expressed in a particular case, but never on less.

Theeight cases of conversiongiven most in detal arethe Pentecostians (Acts 2),
the Samaritans (Acts 8), the eunuch (Acts 8), Saul (Acts 9), Cornelius (Acts 10),
Lydia (Acts16), thejailer (Acts 16), and the Corinthians (Acts 18). Six of these
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have been somewhat fully examined in previous chapters. Of Saul of Tarsus, after
giving ahistory of his persecuting the Christians, of hisjourney to Damascus, and of
the wonderful vison he had on the way, it is said Ananias came unto him, and,
finding him penitent and prayerful, said: “ And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” (Acts22:16.) He
“arose, and was baptized.” (Acts 9:18.)

A year after Paul's imprisonment at Philippi, in hisjourneys hereached the city
of Corinth. Here hecontinued *“ayear and six months, teaching the word of God.” It
iIssaid of him that he “reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded the
Jewsandthe Greeks;” that he“preached thegospel” unto them; and that he“testified
... that Jesus was Christ.” The result of all this, asrelated by Luke, was: “Many of
the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.” (Acts 18:8.)

As this closes my examination of the cases of conversion under the ministry of
the ambassadors, | shall sum up the facts developed in the following diagram (the
reader will please turn back to Chapter I11. and compare it with the diagramon “the
word of reconciliation “):
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In these eight cases of conversion, preaching is expressly mentioned in every
case; baptism, in evary case; faith, in al but two; and repentance, in only two. Where
absent in name, faith and repentance are necessarily inferred.

A few observations are in place just here.
1. In al recorded work of the apostles, notwithstanding therewere thousands of

persons converted, the question, “Wha must | do to be saved?’ or its equivalent,
“What must we do?’ occurs but
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three times. No doubt the question was propounded to the apostles often. Why are
there only three records? The writer of Acts did not proposeto give afull account of
the apostles work, but only asufficient amount to furnish instruction for the teachers
and learners of theword of God in subsequent ages. Compliance with “the word of
reconciliation” bringsoneinto thekingdom and fellowship of Jesus Christ. Thereare
but three possible conditionsfor oneto bein outside of the kingdom. One may be an
unbeliever, abeliever who hasdone nothing morethan believe, or abeliever who has
repented of his sins, but has not been baptized. These three states are represented by
the questionersin the three casesrecorded. Thejailer (Acts 16) is arepresentativeof
the unbelieving class; the Pentecostians (Acts 2), of those who have believed; while
Saul of Tarsus represents those who have believed and repented. As every possible
condition is represented in these records, to have added more would have been
toreconciliation” darken counsel with amultiplicity of words.”

2. Conversion is a process, and, therefore, not instant-aneous. The purpose of
conversion is to bring man back to God in every respect he is away from God. Man
IS separated from God in the condition of his heart, his manner of life, and his
relationship. In faith the heart turns to God; in repentance, the life; and through
baptism he enters the church of God. One step prepares the way for
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another. A purified heart preparesthe way for apurified life, and apurified heart and
life prepare the way for citizenship in the kingdom of God.

Thefiguresusedtoillustrate conversion are: (a) Naturalization. Inconversion one
loses citizenship in one kingdom (the world) and gainsit in another (the kingdom of
God). “Who hath delivered usfromthe power of darkness, and hath translated usinto
the kingdom of his dear Son.” (Col. 1:13.) In the change of citizenship there are
certain necessary steps. To becomea citizen of our government the foreigner must
hear of this country, must believein it strong enough to be willing to leave his own
country and come to this one. Coming here, he must file his application to become a
citizen, remain the prescribed number of years, and then before a proper officer
subscribeto the oath of allegiance. This done, and not before, he becomes a dtizen,
with all itsrightsand privileges. The similarity between this and becoming a citizen
of the kingdom of God isapparent. One must hear of Christ, mug believein him,and
must become suffidently tired of the thraldom of sinto resolveto giveit up, to obey
himin all he requires, and, upon a confession of faith, to be baptized. Baptismin the
one case corresponds to the oath of allegiance in the other. (b) Marriage. When one
becomes a Christian, he is represented as being espoused, or married, to Christ.
Certain steps are necessary to marriage—the acquaintance, the association, the se-
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curing of the affections, the engagement, and, finally, the marriage ceremony. The
consummating act in becoming husband and wife is the marriage ceremony. So the
consummating act in conversion,in being married to Christ, isbaptism. Themarriage
ceremony istheresult, not the cause, of thelove between the man and the woman; so
baptismistheresult, not thecause, of one'slovefor Christ. “If aman love me, hewill
keep my words.” (John 14:23.) Going through the form of a marriage ceremony
where no mutual love exists is mockery; so also would it be to submit to the form of
baptism whereno love for Christ exists.
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CHAPTER XVI.
With Whom Did the Apostles L abor ?

In previous chapters apartial view of thework of the ambassadors for Chrig for
about twenty yearsin presenting “the word of reconciliation” tothe world has been
taken. It hasbeen found that man wasalienated from God, that thisalienation resulted
from man'swrongdoing, and that the purpose of the ministry of reconciliation wasto
break down thisalienation and bring them together in astate of amity and friendship.

When two things are separated, aforce must be exerted upon one or both in order
to bring themtogether. Thisistruealike of material substancesand moral conditions.
Material substances, separated, can only be brought together by physical force; where
the separationisin moral conditions, moral force alone can bring them together. The
separation between God and manisof amoral nature; thereforethe exercise of moral
force must bring them together. There must be persuasion. Either God must be
persuaded to come to the sinner or the sinner must be persuaded to come to God. Paul
asked the question: “Do | now persuade men, or God?’ The answer to this question
will deter
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mine the rightfulness or wrongfulness of different methods of religious work. One
method isto labor with man to bring himto God,; the other, with God to bring him to
the sinner. This last is not a misrepresentation, as all who are familiar with the
mourner's-bench system, once so universal, must know. Some of the most vivid
memories of my younger days are the recollections of revival meetings conducted
after thismethod. With fervid oratory and deathbed scenesthepassions of the people
werearoused, so that many would prostrate themselvesat what was called the* atar.”

The heartrending cries and pleadings of the mourners; the impassioned songs,
prayers, shouts, and g aculations of the workers, made a scene never to be forgotten.
“Lord, come and save these poor mourners.” “Lord, thou hast promised to save those
who are tired of sin. Thou knowest these mourners want to be saved; now make
thyself a great name in the salvation of many souls to-night.” These and similar
petitions show conclusively that the whol e purpose of thework was to persuade God
and bring him to the sinner. My firg efforts to become religious were under this
system, and | speak from personal experience about it.

The Scriptures clearly teach that God in every age of the world has always stood
in an attitude of love and compassion toward man. When manwould turn from his
sins, he always found God ready to forgive. To the Jews he said: “L et the
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wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts. and let him return
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will
abundantly pardon.” (Isa. 55:7.) “Have | any pleasure & all that the wicked should
die? saith the Lord God: and not that he should return from his ways and
live?’ (Ezek. 18:23.) “For | have no pleasure in the degth of him that dieth, saith the
Lord God: whereforeturn yourselves, and liveye.” (Verse 32.) “Asl| live, saith the
Lord God, | have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn
from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye fromyour evil ways; for why will ye die, O
house of Isragl?” (Ezek. 33:11.)

The same line of thought runs through the New Testament. A few passages are
here given: “Come untome, all ye that |abor and areheavy laden, and | will giveyou
rest.” (Matt. 11:28.) “The Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth
say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the
water of lifefreely.” (Rev. 22:17.) “TheLord isnot slack concerning his promise, as
some men count slackness; but is long-suffering to us-ward, not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” (2 Pet. 3:9.)

Man must be reconciled to God, and not God to man. “For if, when we were
enemies, we were recondled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being
reconciled, weshall be saved by his
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life.” (Rom. 5:10.) “And all things are of God, who hath reconciled usto himself by
Jesus Christ, and hath given to usthe ministry of reconciliaion; to wit, that God was
in Christ, reconciling theworld unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them;
and hath committed unto ustheword of reconciliation. Now then we are ambassadors
for Christ, asthough God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ'sstead, beye
reconciled to God.” (2 Cor. 5:18-20.) “And that he might reconcile both unto God in
one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby.” (Eph. 2:16.)

God is not hard and implacable, as that once popular, but now effete, system
would seem toteach; but heisloving, tender, and compassionate. “ For God so loved
theworld, that he gave hisonly begotten Son, that whosoever believeth inhimshould
not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16.) “In this was manifested the love
of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that
we might live through him.” (1 John 4:9.) “We love him, because hefirst loved us.”
(Verse 19.) “Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and
longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth theeto repentance?’
(Rom. 2:4.)

Everything consistent with man's volitional nature that infinite wisdom and
infinite love could do to save man has been done. From what has been revealed of
God'swillingnessto saveitisicon-
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ceivablethat the combined entreaties of all the righteous people on earth could make
himmorewilling tosavethan he has shown himself. The ambassadors alwayslabored
with man and persuaded man. “Knowing thereforetheterror of theL ord, we persuade
men.” (2 Cor. 5:11.) On the day of Pentecost, after teaching the multitude, Peter
exhorted them, “saying, Saveyourselvesfromthisuntoward generation.” (Acts2:40.)

At Solomon's porch he said to the people: “ Repent, and be converted, that your sins
may be blotted out.” (Acts 3:19.) The love of God led himto send an angel to tell

Cornelius to send for a man who would tell him what he ought to do. (Acts 10:6.)

Paul, in hisaddressto the Ephesian elders, says. “Wherefore | take you to record this
day, that | am purefrom the blood of all men. For | have not shunned to declare unto
you all thecounsel of God.” (Acts 20:26, 27.) “Therefore watch, and remember, that
by the space of threeyears| ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.”

(Verse31.) To theColossians he wrote “Whomwe preach, warning every man, and
teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ
Jesus.” (Coal. 1:28.) When in prison at Rome, to those who came to his lodging he
“expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus,
both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from
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morningtill evening.” (Acts28:23.) God loved us, Jesus died for us, the Holy Spirit
entreats us; hence man's will alone stands in the way of his salvation.
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CHAPTER XVII.
Faith.

In“theword of reconciliation” committed tothe apostlesit wasfound in aformer
chapter that faith, repentance, and baptism were required; also that in the eight most
fully reported cases of conversion the same were found, either expressly mentioned
or necessarily inferred. As these are universal elements, it will be helpful to the
learner to take afuller view of them than has been done. “Faith” is eminently a New
Testamentword, it being found but twiceinthe Old Testament and over two hundred
timesin the New Testament. That which in the New Testament is cdled “faith,” in
the Old Testament isgenerally called “belief or believe.” In anumber of placesinthe
New Testament these words are used interchangeably. Of the centurion who asked
Jesus to heal his servant hesaid: “1 have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.”
(Matt. 8:10.) Then to the centurion he sad: “Go thy way; and as thou hast believed,
so beit doneunto thee.” (Verse 13.) Of Abraham, Paul says: “He staggered not atthe
promiseof God through unbeli€f; but wasstronginfaith, givingglory toGod.” (Rom.
4:20.) To



THE WORD OF RECONCILIATION. 101

the Hebrews he says: “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him.” (Heb. 11:6.) “Believe” is a verb, expressing an action of the
mind; “faith” isanoun, givinganameto that action. To go farther than thisin making
distinctionsisto “darken counsel by amultiplicity of words.” Faith, asfoundin “the
word of reconciliation” and in all cases of conversion, issimply believing all that is
revealed of Jesus Christ and trusting himfor all he has promised.

Faith, opinion, and knowledge are not the same. Faith is based upon testimony,
opinions are the result of inferences, while knowledge is the result of personal
demonstration. | know there is such acity as Washington, the capital of the United
States; for | have seen it, have traversed its streets. | believe there is such acity as
Paris, France, for | havereliable testimony inthe statement of others; but, not having
seenit, | could not testify on my own personal knowledge that it exists. | might have
an opinion that the moon has living beings upon it, but I do nat know it, as | have
never been there; neither can | believeit, for | have no testimony on the subject.

Thereligion of Christ isareligion of faith. “We walk by faith, not by sight.” (2
Cor. 5:7.) Weare not required to know that Jesus was manifested in the flesh; that he
was crucified, raised from the
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dead, and isnow seated at the right hand of the Father in heaven; but we are required
to believe these facts on credibl e testimony. When Jesus arose fromthe dead, he did
not walk up and down the streets proclaiming his resurrection from the dead, but
showed himself to* witnesseschosen before.” (Acts10:41.) Thethreethousandinthe
city of Jerusalem who accepted Christ fifty days after his resurrection became
believers upon the testimony of the apostles in the same way that men become
believersto-day.

1. While the answer to some extent has been anticipated, the question is now
raised: How doesfaith come?“Itisthe gift of God,” saysone. If so,then aman isnot
responsible for not having faith; and to damn him for not having faith would be
unjust. There was an extraordinary fath possessed by some in the days of miracles
that wasthe gift of God. (1 Cor. 12:9.) Those who possessed thisfaith evenasagrain
of mustard seed could say to the sycamine tree, “ Be thou plucked up by the root, and
be thou planted in the seg” and it would obey. (Luke 17:6.) Thisfaith was aways
classed with other miraculous gifts of the Spirit that belonged to the childhood age
of the church. Paul speaks of “the common faith” (Tit. 1:4), or the faith common to
al. Asthisisthefaith by which we are justified, the question, How doesfaith come?
Isof practical moment to each one personally. A few days in the company of an ex-
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pert, in the harvest time, in putting up self-binders are worth more than a month's
study of the “directions” in learning how to put them up. So, then, to find an answer
to the question, How does faith come? let us take a few years tour with the
apostles—inspired experts—under whose work many thousands became believers.
On the morning of the day of Pentecost amultitude assembled. At thistimethey were
unbelievers. Before the day closed three thousand of them had become
believers—had faith. How diditcome? Peter preached the gospel to them, concluding
hisaddressin these words: “ Thereforelet all thehouse of Israel know assuredly, that
God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.”
Result: “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto
Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?’ They are
now believers, and ther faith camefrom hearingthe gospel preached by Peter. A few
days later a larger crowd is gathered at the temple. The same apostle preaches in
substance what he preached before. Result: “Howbeit many of themwhich heard the
word believed; and the number of the men was about five thousand.” (Acts4:4.) We
spend something like a year at Jerusalem, and then when the disciples are driven
away by persecution, we go down to the city of Samaria, with Philip. When we reach
there, we find amongrel people, devotees of a mongrel reli-
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gion. They are unbel ievers. We hear Philip preach Christ unto them and witness his
many miracles. We leave thembelievers. How did their faith come?“But when they
believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name
of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.” (Acts8:12.) Seven years
after this we are stopping with Peter at Joppa, a seacoast town, when messengers,
from Caesareacome and ask himto goto that city, that he might tell acertain military
officer words whereby he and his house might be saved. We go with Peter, hear him
preach as he did at Pentecost and Solomon's porch. We arewitnesses of thefact that
Cornelius and his house, the first Gentiles, became believers. How did their faith
come? “Y e know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the
Gentiles by my mouth should hear theword of the gospel, and believe.” (Acts 15:7.)
L eaving Peter, the apostle to the circumcis on, we spend atime with Paul, the apostle
to the uncircumasion, to seeif they agreein teaching and practice. Four years after
our visit with Peter to Cornelius we go with Paul and Barnabas to |conium, and are
eyewitnessesof thefact that agreat multitude, both of Jewsand of Gentiles, believed.
How did their faith come? “And it came to pass in Iconium, that they went both
together into the synagogue of the Jews, and so spake, that a great multitude both of
the Jews and also of the Greeks be-
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lieved.” (Acts14:1.) Nineyearslater we go with Paul to the great city of Corinth.We
hear him reason “inthe synagogue,” hear himtestify “that Jesuswas Christ,” and hear
him preach the gospel . We see many become obedient believers. How did their faith
come?“ And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all
his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.” (Acts
18:8.) Twenty-four yearsafter our sojourn with the apostle Paul at Corinthwe arein
the city of Ephesuswith the old apostle John, while heiswriting his gospel. We are
anxious at thislate period to see whether there has been any change in teaching after
this lapse of years. Welook over his shoulder while he is writing, and read: “Many
other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in
thisbook: but these arewritten, that ye might believethat Jesusisthe Christ, the Son
of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.” (John 20:30, 31.)
Herewe close our journey of forty-five yearswith the apostles; and after having seen
many thousands become believers by hearing the word of God, we are prepared to
join Paul in his conclusion on the subjed: “So then faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God.” (Rom. 10:17.)

2. Will faith alonesave? Y es and no—yes, if fath developed in life, faith made
perfect by theworks God has commanded as an expression of
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faith, ismeant; no, if referenceishad tofaith initsinception, beforeit hasbeen made
perfect by works. James (2:24) settles the question: “Y e see then how that by works
aman isjustified, and not by faith only.” In all the range of Bible history thereis not
asingle case whereany person or personswere blessed because of faith but what that
faith was developed in life. Through faith Abel “obtained witness that he was
righteous,” but it was a faith that offered the proper sacrifice (Heb. 11:4); through
faith Enoch escaped death, but it was a faith that led him to act so as to please God
(verseb); through faith Noah was saved from perishing intheflood, but it wasafaith
that led him to build an ark as commanded (verse 7); through faith Abraham was
justified, but it was afaith that led him, when commanded, to go to a strange country
(verse8) and to offer hisson (verse 17); throughfaith the walls of Jericho fell down,
but it was a faith that led Joshua and the hosts of Israel to encompass the city as
commanded (verse 30); throughfaith Rahab perished not with the other peopleof the
city, but it was afaith that led her to protect the spies (verse 31). So it isthat manis
saved by faith, but it isafaith that obeys God.

3. Faith grows. “We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, asit is
meet, because that your faith groweth exceedingly.” (2 Thess. 1:3.) A little, tender
shoot bursts the soil. The foot of a babe would destroy itslife. That tender plant is
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anoak. It gradually grows, until in acentury it becomesamighty treethat withstands
the hurricane's force; yet all along it was an oak. Far up in the Northwest, issuing
from asmall lake, is a stream almost so small that an active man can leap acrossiit.
That little stream is the Mississippi River. It starts south on its tortuous course. As
tributary after tributary adds its volume of water, it grows larger and larger, so that
when it reaches the gulf it has become a mighty stream, capable of bearing on its
bosom the fleets and navies of the world; yet all along from source to mouthitisthe
Mississippi River. So it is when the word of God is received into the heart and
credencegiventoit. It isfaith. Man turns away from sin, is buried in baptism, meets
with the brethren on the first day of the week, engages in the divinely-ordered
worship, studies the word of God, visitsthe sick, and relieves the needy. All along
it isfaith; yet from aweak impulse that tremblingly took the first step in obedience
it has, by growth, become amighty, controlling principle that would, as the martyrs
of old, endure the flames for the sake of Christ.
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CHAPTER XVII1.
Repentance.

Repentance as acondition of salvationisfound in “the word of reconciliation”
and every case of conversion, either by express mention or necessary inference. Its
absolute necessity is amply taught in the Scriptures. On one occasion Jesus was told
“of the Galileans, whoseblood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.” They were
supposed to be great sinners because they suffered suchthings. Thisled Jesusto say:
“Except yerepent, ye shall all likewise perish.” (Luke 13:3.) Paul on Mars' Hill said:
“The times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men
everywhere to repent.” (Acts 17:30.) Peter on the day of Pentecost to the convicted
Jews said: “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, .
..andyeshall receivethegift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts2:38.) To abaptized believer
who had sinned he said: “ Repent therefore of thisthy wickedness, and pray God, if
perhaps the thought of shine heart may be forgiven thee.” (Acts 8:22.)

As “there is no man that sinneth not” and re-
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pentanceisnecessary to forgiveness, the question, What isrepentance?is of supreme
Importance.

1. Repentance is not sorrow for sin. That sorrow is not repentance is shown by
Paul's language: “For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be
repented of.” (2 Cor. 7:10.) “Now | rgjoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye
sorrowed to repentance.” (Verse 9.)

2. Reformation of life is not repentance; it is the fruit of repentance. To the
Pharisees and Sadducees who came to hisbaptism Johnthe Baptist said: “Bring forth
therefore fruits meet for repentance.” (Matt. 3:8.) The margina reading is
“answerableto amendment of life.” Sorrow, repentance, and reformation are closely
connected. This relation is plainly indicated by one of the parables of Jesus: “But
what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son,
go work to-day in my vineyard. He answered and said, | will not: but afterwards he
repented, and went. And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered
and said, | go, sir: and went not.” (Matt. 21:28-30.) The mind, or purpose, of thefirst
son was not to obey his father. Becoming sorry for hisrefusal, he changed hismind,
or purpose, and went. The change of will with regect to hisfather'scommand in this
son's case was his repentance, and his going and doing were the fruits of repentance,
or reformation of life. Fromthis scriptural illugration it is made plain
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that repentance, initsstrict sense, isachange of will, or purpose, on the sinner's part
with respect to the commands of God.

The relation of repentance to sorrow is the relation of effect to cause, and the
same is true of reformation of life and repentance. The sinner becomes sorry for his
sinsin violating or neglecting God's laws. He repents—that is, resolvesto turn away
fromsin and to be obedient to God's commands. This purpose, carried out, isthefruit
of repentance.

From the examples of conversion it is plainly taught that one can repent in a
moment of time, and that one can |ocate this point of time. Here arises aquestion that
Is often a subject of debate: Is faith before or after repentance? As repentance
occupiesadefinite point of timeand faithiscontinuous, | would answer: Both. Faith,
in its incipiency, springs up when the word of God is received into the heart and
abides until death. Asno one can be sorry for having sinned against Godand purpose
to cease to do so without beieving in him, so there must be faith before repentance;
and asit goesto thegrave with him, thereisfaith &ter it. Here | beg leaveto suggest
that much valuabletimeiswasted discussing thisquestion. If aman both believesand
repents, they come in the right order, in spite of any theory he may have. He cannot
get them wrong if he should try ever so hard. Thejailer heard the word of God,
believed, and repented inside of an hour. If people would cease to
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speculate and worry over theories, but do asthe jailer did—make afull surrender at
once—it would be better for them.

Oneof thefruits of repentance that needs to be emphasized isrestitution. No one
can hope for forgiveness until he has, asfar asisin his power, righted the wrongs he
has done. If one has injured another in property or reputation, it is required that he
shall restore, asfar asisin his power, what was wrongfully taken. | fear sometimes
preachersdo not pressthispoint sufficiently. May God help all to realize the heinous,
hurtful character of sin and the necessity of arepentancethat will lead to athorough
turning away from it.

The following are examples of repentance:

1. Theprodigal son. (Luke15:11-32.) Whilethisparablewasgivento show God's
willingness to forgive, it also illustrates the steps connected with repentance. The
prodigal, having wasted hissubstanceinriotousliving, reached astate of abject want.
It was then “he came to himself.” He saw the mistake he had made. He realized that
he had forfeited hisright asason, became humble, and waswilling to become simply
ahired servant. He was sorry for having left his father'shouse, and resolvedto go to
his father, confess he had sinned against heaven and him, and ask to be made a
servant. He arose and went to his father. The correspondence between this young
man's course and that of the sinner, who leaves his Father's house,
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indulgesin sin until ruin stares him in the face, and then resolves to, and does, seek
salvation, is apparent.

2. The mission of Jonah to Nineveh. Jesus said the people of Nineveh “repented
at the preaching of Jonah.” (Matt. 12:41.) Nineveh wasagreat city, with apopulation
of perhaps six hundred thousand. These people had become exceedingly wicked, so
much so that God decided to destroy the city. He sent Jonah to cry aganst it. As
Jonah entered the city, he proclaimed: “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown.” (Jonah 3:4.) “ So the peopl e of Nineveh beieved God.” Theking came
down from histhrone and proclaimed afast; they all put on sackcloth and sat in ashes,
cried mightily unto God, put the violence from their hands, and turned every man
from hisevil way. A careful examination of this history shows the following order:
Preaching was done; the people heard and believed, became deeply sorrowful for
their wickedness, resolved to turn away fromit, and carried out thisresolution in that
they put the violence from their hands and turned every man from his evil way. Of
them Jesus said: “They repented at the preaching of Jonah.”

As a motive to induce repentance, both the goodness and severity of God are
presented. A view of the love and mercy of God may lead one to repent, but fear of
punishment may lead others to repent. The Ninevites feared punishment, and thus
were led
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to repent. Repentance, then, isacceptable when superinduced either by thegreat love
of God or from afear of the terribl e consequences of continuingin sin.
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CHAPTER XIX.
Baptism.

The commandsinthe Bible are either moral or positive. A moral precept enjoins
an action or duty that isright in the nature of things and is commanded becauseit is
right; a positive precept enjoins an action which becomes a duty because it is
commanded. Moral precepts—such as “Thou shalt not kill,” “Thou shalt not steal,”
and “Lie not one to another “—grow out of man's rdation to man; positive
precepts—such asanimal sacrifice, baptism, prayer, and the L ord'sSupper—grow out
of man'srelationto God. A man'slove for man and regard for hisrightsinfluencehim
to obey moral precepts; love for God and respect for his authority alone prompt to
obey positive precepts. Compliance or noncompliance with moral preceptsindicates
aman'sfeelingstoward hisfellow-man; compliance or noncompliance with positive
preceptsis atest of man's loyalty to God. Men without faith in God may observe
moral duties; not so with positive duties. Faith in God must lead to their observance.

In every dispensation there have been positive precepts—different in character,
itistrue; yet dl
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were given as tests of man's faith. Theinstitution of baptism belongs to this class of
duties. It grows not out of man's rdation to man, but to God. | make no apology for
devoting achapter to the consideration of thissubject. Aninstitution that Jesus Christ
whileintheflesh honored by being obedient to it, that was submitted to by thosewho
were made ready for his kingdom, that was incorporated in “the word of
reconciliation” by therisen Christ when sending hisambassadorsinto theworld, that
found a place in every case of conversion under an inspired ministry, that has been
submitted to by the great and good men and women for the last eighteen hundred
years, and that stands at the threshold of every religious body that clams to be
Christian (Quakersexcepted), iscertainlyworthy of our most profound, reverent, and
prayerful study. While | have read many learned and critical discussions of the
guestion, | am firmly of the opinion that a careful and honest reading of any
translation of the New Testament, without the help of any classical or exegetica
authority whatever, will enable any person who has sufficient mental development
to be accountable to sttle for himself the questions: What is baptism? Who should
be baptized? And for what purpose?

In order to get the subject clearly beforethe reader | shall group together (1) the
passages that refer to John's baptism, (2) those in “the word of reconciliation” in
which baptism ismentioned, (3)
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those found in the preaching and writings of the ambassadors.

1. “Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judea, and all the region round about
Jordan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.” (Matt. 3:5, 6.)
“Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. But
John forbade him, saying, | have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?
And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thusit becometh usto
fulfill all righteousness. Then he suffered him. And Jesus, when he was baptized,
went up straightway out of the water.” (Verses 13-16.) “John did baptize in the
wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for theremission of sins. And there
went out unto himall the land of Judea and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized
of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins.” (Mark 1:4, 5.) “I indeed have
baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.” (Verse 8.)
“And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized
with the baptism of John. But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God
against themselves, being not baptized of him.” (Luke 7:29, 30.) “The baptism of
John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men?’ (Matt. 21:25.) “And John also was
baptizingin AEnon near to Salim, because therewas much water there.” (John3:23.)
Other passages refer to
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John's baptism, but to quote them would be to only repeat ideas contained in the
above. From these the following facts are learned: John's baptismwas from heaven;
it was part of the counsel of God, those submitting to it justifying God and those not
submitting to it rgjecting “the counsel of God against themselves;” much water was
necessary; baptismtook placein ariver; Jesus, after hisbaptism, came up out of the
water; connected with repentance, it wasfor the remission of sins; and those bapti zed
were adults, or of an age sufficient to come and confess their sins.

2. In “the word of reconciliation.” “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in [into] the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost.” (Matt. 28:19.) “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not
shall be damned.” (Mark 16:15, 16.) From these scriptures it is learned that Jesus
authorized baptism; that itistransitional, inductinginto theineffablenamesof Father,
Son, and Holy Ghog; that baptism follows teaching; that believers only are to be
baptized; and that itis a condition of salvaion from sin.

3. In Acts of Apostles and the Epistles. “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and
be baptized every one of you inthe name of Jesus Christ fortheremission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38.) “Then they that
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gladly received hisword were baptized: and the same day therewere added unto them
about three thousand souls.” (Verse 41.) “But when they believed Philip preaching
the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were
baptized, bothmenandwomen.” (Acts8:12.) “ Then Simon himself believed a so: and
when he was baptized, he continued with Philip.” (Verse 13.) “And as they went on
their way, they came unto acertain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water;
what cloth hinder meto be baptized? And Philip sad, If thou believes with all shine
heart, thou mayest. And he answered and sad, | believe that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand gill: and they went down both into
the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. And when they were
come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch
saw him no more: and he went on hisway rejoi cing.” (Verses 36-39.) “And now why
tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of
the Lord.” (Acts 22:16.) “And he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was
baptized.” (Acts9:18.) “Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized,
which have received the Holy Ghost as well aswe? And he commanded them to be
baptized inthenameof theL ord.” (Acts 10:47, 48.) “And hetook them the same hour
of the night, and washed their stripes;
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and was baptized, he and al his, straightway.” (Acts 16:33.) “And many of the
Corinthianshearing believed, and were baptized.” (Acts 18:8.) “Know ye not, that so
many of usaswere baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into hisdeath? Therefore
we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”
(Rom. 6:3, 4.) “Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him
through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him fromthe dead.” (Col.
2:12.) “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”
(Gal. 3:27.) “For by one Spirit are we al baptized into one body.” (1 Cor. 12:13.)
“The like figure whereunto even baptism cloth also now save us (not the putting
away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good consciencetoward God,) by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” (1 Pet. 3:21.)

By acareful induction of these scripturesthe following factsare established: (1)
Baptismisacommand of Jesus Christ (Acts 10:48); (2) believersare to be baptized
(Acts8:12, 37; 18:8; (3) waer isthe element (Acts 8:36 ; 10:47); (4) before baptism
there was a coming to and agoing down into the water, and after baptism a coming
up out of the water (Acts 8:36-39); (5) baptismisaburial (Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12); (6)
it was of sufficient importance to be attended to immediately after per
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sons became believers (Acts 16:33); (7) by it those who were prepared for it in heart
and life by faith and repentance were inducted into Christ, into his body (1 Cor.
12:13; Gal. 3:27); (8) fromit the new life of serviceto God begins(Rom 6:4); (9) and
as redemption, remission of sins, or salvation from sin is in Christ, it is for the
remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16).

Intheform, orritual, by which personsareinducted into all organized institutions
thereis a consummating act. That consummating act must be attended to in the way
the laws of the order require before oneis entitled to the privileges and blessings of
the order. It is so of the church of the living God. There is aform by which persons
areadmitted; that form hasits consummating act, and that act isbapti sm. To enjoy the
privileges and blessings of citizenship in the church, the kingdom of God on earth,
one must attend to this consummating act in the way the law of the Lord directs.
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CHAPTER XX.
The Church.

“ For heisour peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle
wall of partition between us; having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law
of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain [that is,
of Jews and Gentiles] one new man, so making peace.” (Eph. 2:14, 15.)

God, in the development of his gracious purpose to redeem man, separated the
Jewish people from the balance of the world. This was done not for the good alone
of the people thus called out, but for the good of mankind in general. The law
contained in ordinances is described as a“middie wall of partition” between them.
The prophets clearly show that while the Redeemer, so fa as his humanity was
concerned, was to be of Jewish descent, his mission was to bless the entire human
race. Those things which separated Jews and Gentiles were to be removed, and both
were to be brought together on perfect equality in one body, of which Jesus Christ
was the Head. When Jesus came, both classes had become alienated from God. The
purpose of Jesus wasto reconcile both, and thiswas to
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be done in one body. “And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the
cross, having slaintheenmity thereby.” (Verse 16.) Thisonebody, in which Jewsand
Gentilesalikewereto berecondled, isthe church.“ And gave himto bethe head over
all thingsto the church, which ishisbody.” (Eph. 1:22, 23.) After Jesustook out of
the way the middle wall of partition that separated between Jews and Gentiles and
established the church, then the two classes were—not Jews and Gentiles, but the
saved and unsaved, the church and the world. Jews and Gentiles in the world
sustained the same spiritual relationship to God, and so of thosein the church. At first
the Jews thought the gospel wasfor them alone. Whileit took him along timeto see
the light of divine truth, Peter, when called to speak words unto Cornelius, the
Gentile, perceived that God was no “respecter of persons.”

“Theword of reconciliation” committedto theambassadors, when complied with,
brought meninto the church. Speaking of the earlier work of theseambassadors, L uke
says: “ Andthe Lord added to thechurch daily such asshould be saved.” (Acts2:47.)
The Revised Version renders the last clause “those that were being saved.” The
process, then, by which persons were saved, reconciled, was the process by which
they were added to the church. It was so in the days of the apostles; it is so now.
There are no saved persons out of the
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church; thereareno unsaved personsinit. Again, the process by which men are saved
and added to the church is the process by which they become Christians. There are
no Christiansout of church; thereare nonewho are not Christiansinit. All the saved
areinthe church, all thereconciled arein the church, all Christiansarein thechurch.
The church is composed of Christians. “And it came to pass, that awhole year they
[Paul and Barnabas] assembl ed themsel veswith the church, and taught much people.
And the disciples were cdled Christiansfirst in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26.) “Yet if any
man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this
beha f [Revised Version, “in thisname “]. For the time is come that judgment must
begin at the house of God: and if it first begin & us, what shall theend be of them that
obey not the gospel of God?’ (1 Pet. 4:16, 17.) The “us’ and “Christians’ are the
same persons, and they compose the houseof God. “ Thehouse of God” isthe church
of God. (1 Tim. 3:15.)

The word “church’ has two applications in the New Tetament—universal and
local. Initsuniversal senseitincludesall Christians; initslocal senseit includesthe
Christiansin onelocality who meet together to keep the ordinances In thefollowing
passages the word is used in its universal sense: “Upon this rock | will build my
church.” (Matt. 16:18.) “And he isthe head of the body,
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the church.” (Col. 1:18.) “Christ isthe head of the church.” (Eph 5:23.) “The church
issubject unto Christ.” (Verse24.) “Christ also loved the church.” (Verse 25.) “That
he might present it to himself a glorious church.” (Verse 27.) “To the general
assembly and church of the firstborn.” (Heb. 12:23.) The following are afew of the
many places where it is used in a restricted, or local, sense: “They assembled
themselves with the church.” (Acts 11:26.) “Ordained them eldersin every church.”
(Acts14:23.) “Had gathered the church together.” (Verse 27.) “ Greet the church that
Isintheir house.” (Rom. 16:5.) “Unto the church of God whichisat Corinth.” (1 Cor.
1:2)

Jesus Christ is the only Head of the church universal; and hence it is not an
“organization,” as that word is used, with a human head. It is not constituted of
branch church organizations, but of individuals. Each one of these enters in his own
individual capacity; stands related to it individually; and is, therefore, a branch
himself. (John 15:5.) The church universal never acts asawhole, but what it doesis
theresult of individual effort. A man secures membership in hisindividual capacity;
and if he ever losestha membership, it will be because he has become unfruitful and
God has taken him away. (Verse 2.) As has been shown in the different cases of
conversion examined in previous chapters, persons become members by obedience
to
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the gospel—that is, God adds them through that means. (Acts2:47; 1 Pet. 4:16, 17.)

The church, in the locd sense, when fully developed, has elders, whose duty it
Is to oversee and guide the church in its work (Acts 20:28), to “take care of the
church” (1 Tim. 3:5), and to “watch for . . . souls’ (Heb. 13:17). It can act asawhole,
as in the cases of the church at Jerusalem joining with the apostles in sending
messengers with Paul and Barnabas to Antioch (Acts 15:22) and the church at
Philippi in sending to the necessities of Paul while preaching thegospel (Phil. 4:15.
16). Local churches can cooperate in any scriptural work, as in the case of the
churches of Macedoniain sending relief to the suffering Christiansin Judea. (2 Cor.
8:1-4.) The number of members of the local church may be large or small. The
membership at Jerusalem reached into the thousands, while Jesus said: “Wheretwo
or three are gathered together in my name, there am | in the midst of them.” (Matt.
18:20.) Two or three disciples, with Jesus, constitute a church. To the local church
IS committed the duty of keeping the ordinances. Paul, in writing to the church at
Corinth, said: “Now | praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and
keep the ordinances, asl delivered themto you.” (1 Cor. 11:2.) To do thisthey must
meet together, hence must haveaplaceand time of meeting. (Verse20.) Locality, and
not the “right hand of fellowship” or church let-
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ter, gives membership in the local church. A church letter may make onefavorably
known and a hearty hand grasp may emphasize one's welcome, but a Christian's
locality determineswith whom he shall worship and cooperaeinreligiouswork. The
Christian who movesinto the bounds of achurch hasthe privilege of associating with
that church as fully as though he had become “obedient to the faith” there; and,
furthermore it is his duty to assist that church in dl laudable work.

The apostle Paul speaks of the church asa*“glorious church.” Itis, indeed, so. It
is“glorious’ on account of the blessings it confers. In it persons have redemption
through the blood of Christ and forgiveness of sins; init are reconciliation and anew
creature. It isa*“glorious church” because in its membership are the best of earth's
men and women. It is“glorious’ because, of all institutions, it has done the most to
break the shackles that bound man to debasing ignoranceand corruption and to exalt
him to his proper place asacreature bearing God'simage Itis“glorious’ because of
the foundation upon which it is built—the grand, world-redeeming truth that “ Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God.” It is “glorious’ because of its stability. For over
eighteen hundred yearsit has stood as the one indestructibl e institution. While great
kingdoms and empires haverisen, flourished in power for awhile, and passed away,
it has stood as the one impregnabl e rock aganst which the
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waves of infidelity, sin, and corruption have dashed in vain, and isamightier force
in human affairstoday than it has ever been before. It is“glorious’ on account of its
Head. Nations are accounted gloriousthat havegreat and wise heads. Thechurch has
for its Head the Lord Jesus Christ, who stands far above the greatest of all earthly
kings and emperors—yea, isinfinitely greater than all earthly potentates combined.
Itis“glorious’ onaccount of itsfuture triumphs. The triumphs of thepast have been
great, but they will be greater in the future, and will continue until “the kingdoms of
this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ.” Finally, itisa
“gloriouschurch” on account of itsultimate destiny. When the ocean haswept hersel f
dry, when the moon and the stars have fallen from their orbits, when the sun has
burned himself out, when the earth has dissolved in smoke, when the dead have been
raised and the judgment is pad, then will Jesus, as the Head of thechurch, the King
over this kingdom, deliver it up to God, the Father, that he may be supreme Glorious
church! Thrice blessed is he who has dtizenship in it.
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PART II.
CHAPTER XXI.
The School of Christ,

In the first part of thislittle book the means by which aliens (persons under the
power of darkness) are reconciled—delivered from this power of darkness and
translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son—has been set forth with some degree
of care. The subsequent pages will be devoted to the means and results of spiritud
growth and development. Man isso perverted by sin in disposition and habitsthat he
needs to be cultured and disciplined, so that he may be afit inhabitant of heaven. If
it were possible for one to pass the threshdd of heaven never having been purified
from sin, it would not be heaven to him. Divine wisdom and philanthropy are
displayed in the establishment of the church, which can properly be called a“ school
of Christ.” The purpose of secular schoolsisto train and develop children into men
and women prepared for life's duties. Schools that fail to do thisfail in the purpose
for which they were established. Children, when babesin understanding, enter these
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schoolsasdisciples, or learners. Devel opment of mind and acquisition of knowledge
are, of necessity, gradual; but it is expected when the years of school are completed
that those that entered as babes will be prepared to engage in life's duties and
conflicts. So those who enter the school of Christ become disciples, or learners; and
means are furnished by which they are to grow and reach the stature of men and
women in Christ—men and women who will be fit associates of the inhabitants of
heaven. Furthermore, while this training prepares for citizenship in heaven, it dso
prepares for the better appropriation of time here. Growth in spiritual stature, asin
natural, isgradual. No one expectsthe marks of maturemanhood inthebabe. Intruth,
thisis not desirable. If achild should be born with teeth, beard, and other marks of
manhood, it would be regarded as a monstrosity, and would be a source of sorrow to
itsparents. Equally so would it beif the babe, born seemingly all right, should never
grow out of itsinfantile state. Certain conditions are necessary to the healthy growth
of the child:

1. It must have proper food—food adapted to its physical condition, foodthat is
easily assimilated. Many children literally starve—not from lack of food nor from a
lack of adesire for food, but from alack of food that the digestive organs will take
up and appropriate to the building up of the body.

2. It must have proper exercise. If the bones
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and muscles of the child are never exercised, the bones will remain soft and the
muscleswill remain flabby. Itisno bad signto seeachild activeand full of life This
activity insures healthy growth.

3. It must have a pure atmosphere. With prope food and exercisg, if the child
breathes an unhealthy atmosphere, it will never grow strong and robust.

The same s true of the babe in Christ:

1. It must have proper food, proper exercise, and movein aproper atmospherein
order toitsspiritual growth. Peter, inwriting to Christians, said: “ Asnewborn babes,
desirethe sincere milk of theword, that ye may grow thereby.” (1 Pet.2:2.) Astaught
by Jesusin the parableof the sower, theword of God isthe spiritual seed fromwhich
Is developed all spiritual fruit; but in order to this spiritual fruit the word must be
heard and understood. (Mat. 13:23.) Thisemphasi zestheimportanceof the teaching
and study of the word; not only this, but of its regular teaching and study. An
occasional supply of food, though bountiful and nutritious, does not contribute to
healthy growth physically; neither will an occasional hearing or study of the word of
God insure healthy spiritual growth. The Christian is matriculated in the school of
Christ, and one of hisdivinely-given namesis“disciple,” which meansalearner—a
learner not for aday, aweek, or ayear, but aslong as hisschool term lags, whichis
until death. The more a man studies the word of God, the greater becomes his
spiritual



THE WORD OF RECONCILIATION 131

strength. The disciplein Christ's school has awonderful text-book, unlike any other.
Theyearsfromyouthto green old age may be devoted to its study, and still there will
be mines of wisdom and knowledge that will remain unexplored. In the Scriptures
thereismilk for the babes and thereis strong meat for those that areof full age. (Heb.
5:12-14.) Teachers are liable to make two mistakes—one, to try to nourish babes on
strong meat; the other, to give milk to them that are of full age Either migakeisa
hindrance to spiritual growth. The wise teacher will avoid both mistakesand study
to give each his portion in due season.

2. In order to healthy growth, the babe in Christ must have proper exercise. This
he getsin the public worship, his private devotions, and the various actsof Christian
service. Every time he meets with the brethren and in true spirit engages in the
divinely-appointed worship he is made stronger. Every temptation withstood, every
distressed one comforted, every hungry one fed, every afflicted one relieved makes
the one who doesit stronger. Thefadlowing incident, whether true or supposed, well
illustrates this point: A man whose name was on the church book asked his preacher
totakeit off, giving asareason that he thought there was amistake about hisreligion,
as he never derived any enjoyment fromit. The preacher replied: “All right, but we
will wait afew days. In the meantime | want you to take alittle work off
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my hands. In a certain street there is a poor widow, a member of our church, with a
sick family. | want you to go and see about her needs and supply them.” Hewent, saw
that want indeed was at the very door, procured thenecessary food and medicine, and
carried them to her. With tears of gratitude, she thanked himfor his kindness, and
then said: “We have had no oneto pray with usinalong time, and | want you to read
achapter and pray beforeyou leave.” He did so, and left with feelings different from
what he had ever beforeexperienced. Hesought the preacher, thanked him for having
committed that ministry to him, and withdrew hisrequestfor the erasing of hisname.
Many babes in Christ never grow out of their swaddling clothes simply for want of
something to do, and many become sickly and die for the same reason. The wise
shepherd isthe onewho leads hisflock wherethereis pasturagefor all, thelambsand
aged alike; thewise overseer isthe onewho finds something for every member of the
church to do. There should be no idle onesin the vineyard of the L ord; there should
be no dronesin the Lord's colony.

3. The babe in Christ needs a pure atmosphere. To havethis, association has to
be guarded. Many a young disciple isled astray by wicked associates. The young
man—or old one, for that matter—who is wont to run with the “lewd fellows of the
baser sort,” who obeys the gospel and does not withdraw
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himself from such assodation, issuretofdl. Asarule, oneisknown by thecompany
he keeps. It ismuch easier for ayoung person to stand firm in the faith and practice
of the gospel in somecommunities than in others. The young convert needsto move
in the atmosphere of sobriety, chasteness, piety, and devotion. This being so, it
behooves every servant of Christ to do all he can to create in his community such an
atmosphere. In asense every oneis his brother's keeper.

May God help every child of God todeeply feel hisresponsibility for the kind of
moral atmosphere that pervades his community.
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CHAPTER XXII.
The Wor ship.

Duty grows out of relationship. When a new relationship is entered, new duties
follow. The alien who is “reconciled to God in one body” isin anew relationship,
and, therefore, has new duties devolving upon him. These duties are public and
private, or congregational and individual. Of thefirst the duty of engaging in the
worship in the assembly of the saintsis chief. Man, by nature, isaworshiping being.
The entire history of the human family shows this. No nation of people, however
ignorant and debased, has ever been found but what had some form of religion, some
idea of worship. Man needs not revelation togive him thisidea, but needsit to teach
him what and how to worship. In proof of this atention is called to the fact that no
nation by its own wisdom has ever arrived at aknowledge of the onetrue and living
God or discovered acorrect form of worship.

Jesussays: “ God isa Spirit: and they that worship himmust worship himin spirit
andintruth.” (John4:24.) All worship is not acceptable. Jesus again says. “Howbeit
in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.”
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(Mark 7:7.) These were worshiping; but as they were teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men, their worship was van.

Threethingsare essential to acceptableworship: (1) Theright object; (2) theright
way; and (3) the right motive, or spirit.

1. God aoneisthetrueobject of worship. Adoration of the Virgin Mary or of the
saintsisvain. When John fell down to worship before the feet of the angel that had
shown him the wonders of the cel estial city, the angel said: “See thou do it not: for
| am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren theprophets, and of them which keegp the
sayings of this book: worship God.” (Rev. 22:9.) “Thou shall have no other gods
before me,” from the decdogue, is universal in its application.

2. In the truth—that is, as God has ordained— isthe right way. This is both
inclusiveand exclusive. It includes every act God has commanded,; it excludes every
act he has not commanded. A man may burn incense, may build altars and offer
thereon the firstlings of the flock, may make thesign of the cross and sprinkle holy
water, and may climb Pilate's Sairway on hisknees; but all thiswill not be acceptable
worship, because God in the Christian age commands none of them.

Realizing to some extent itsimportance, the questionisnow raised: What acts of
worship does God require of a Christian assembly? In order to understand fully “the
word of reconciliation,” we
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placed ourselves in the company of the ambassadors for Christ, heard what they
taught, and saw what the people did for aperiod of thirty years. To find an answer to
our guestion, let us pursue a like course. We will first place ourselves with what
Orchard calls “the first of Christian assemblies,” composed of those who “gladly
received hisword” on the first Pentecost after Jesus arose from the dead. There are
two lessons in Christianity— one, to the unconverted; the other, to the converted.
Thisis made clear by “the word of reconciliation” as recorded by Matthew (28:19,
20): “Goyetherefore, andteach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observeall thingswhatsoever
| have commanded you.” The writer of Acts seems to have had in view the
presentation of the means and process of reconciliation more than the duties of
Christians and their development in spiritual growth. For this reason his account of
these is exceedingly brief. While he elaborated the first lesson and its results, he
briefly states the results of the second lesson in these words: “And they continued
steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in
prayers.” (Acts2:42.) Thisisnot to be understood simply asthe course of thischurch
at the beginning, but describesits practice up to the writing of thisbook, thirty years
afterwards. During this period hundreds of other local churches were formed, all of
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which, from the best attai nabl e accounts, conf ormed to the same system of worship.
One item (singing—Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16) not mentioned here seems to have been
incorporated later. The right way, then, to worship is to continue steadfastly in the
apostles doctrine—that is, in teaching the word of God; to continue in the
fellowship—that is, in acommon participation inreligious privileges including the
contributionsfor relief of thepoor and for religiouswork; to continuein the breaking
of bread, the Lord's Supper, and prayers. To my mind, thosewho would make aritual
here, who would always require the same order in these acts of worship, commit an
error. Extremes should be avoided. It iswrong to set aside adivine regulation; it is
equally wrong to make one where God has not and enforce it as a divine decree.

“The liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free” permits the church to have
voluntary meetingsfor prayer and praise and for the study and teaching of the word
of God; but there is a divinely authorized meeting in which the disciples engage in
theacts of worship enumerated, the central one being the L ord's Supper. Thismeeting
is upon the first day of the week. “And upon the first day of the week, when the
disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on
the morrow.” (Acts 20:7.) “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as | have
given order to the churches of Galatia even so do ye. Upon
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the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath
prospered him, that there be no gatherings when | come.” (1 Cor. 16:1, 2.) It was of
this meeting that the apostle wrote: “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: . . . asye seethe day
approaching.” (Heb. 10:25.) A few facts concerning thisworship areclearly set forth
in1Cor. 11 and 14:

1. TheLord's Supper iscommemorative, reminding us of the sufferingsof Christ.
(Chapter 11:24.) Bread and wine are the emblems to be used, and that not to satisfy
hunger.

2. The teaching must be in words that the people can understand, and thus be
instructed and edified. (Chapter 14:9-19.)

3. Prayers must also be in a known tongue and in words that the people can
understand, so that they can join in the petitions. (Chapter 14:16.)

4. So of the singing: it must be with the understanding—that is, so others can
understand. “Let all things be done unto edifying” and “Let dl things be done
decently and inorder” areruleslaid down by the apostle concerning the worship that
should be observed by all worshiping assemblies. It is well to keep in mind at all
times that the end to be reached in this worship is the spiritua growth and
development of the worshipers. A writer in the Apostolic Church for January, 1882,
well says. “Not asingle thing is required that is of anarbi-
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trary character. The exhortations that we should not forsake ‘the assembling of
ourselves together,' or that we should 'pray without ceasing,’ or that we should sing
and makemelody in our heartsto the L ord, or that we should 'remember the poor' and
become cheerful givers and abound in every good work, are all for the one purpose
of changing our selfish and carnal natures and filling us with the benevolent and
loving spirit of Christ, without which God cannot be pleased with us. Noneof these
things are intended to change or benefit God in the least. For these purposesthey are
intended for man, and man only. They are absolutdy necessary to man's good and
man's growth; and if we neglect these things or any part of them, we deprive
ourselves of just so much spiritual food and retard our growth accordingly.” God has
wisely arranged these things. He knows man's wants. Men need the aid one of
another, and to bring them into contact and sympathy God has ordained the assembly
of the saintson thefirg day of theweek. The acts of worship divinely givenareinthe
highest degree adapted to the Christian's development. Who can on each Lord's day
meet with his brethren, those he loves, engage with them in singing spiritual songs,
together study the word of God, together bow in humble prayer and thanksgiving,
together meet around the table and remember the sufferings and death of the
Savior—while each, as the Lord has prospered him, contributes of his subgance to
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therelief of the poor and the spread of the gospel— and not feel himself made purer
in heart, holier inlife, and more devout in spirit by it?

5. Theright spirit. Worship, in order to be acceptable, must bein the right spirit.
It must spring from a deep sense of man's need, of his dependence, of hisinferiority
and God's superiority; it must be from the heart and in grateful recognition of God's
goodness; it must bewith aheart filled withloveto God and bowed inreverential fear
before him; it must be to honor God and secure his favor and blessings. Worship to
be seen of men, to advance one'sinterestswith men, or to please men, comesnot from
the right spirit and bringsno blessing. The psalmist had the spirit of worship when
he said: “O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kned before the Lord our
maker. For heis our God; and we are the peopleof his pasture, and the sheep of his
hand.” “ Giveunto the Lord the glory due unto hisname: bring an off ering, and come
into his courts. O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: fear before him, all the
earth.”
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CHAPTER XXIII.
The Lord's-day Meetings.

The Christian's spiritual development depends greatly on the way he spends the
first day of theweek, or the Lord's day. This latter term occurs but once(Rev. 1:10),
but the consensus of rdigious teaching istha it refersto thefirst day of the week.

1. The Sabbath and the Lord's day are not the same. They aredistinct in several
particulars: (a) In time. The Sabbath was the seventh, or last, day of the week; the
Lord's day is the first day, the day following the Sabbath. (Matt. 28:1.) (b) In
commemorative character. The Sabbath was a memorial of God's rest after creation
(Ex. 20:11); the Lord's day commemorates the resurrection of Jesus Christ fromthe
dead (Mark 16:9). (c) In the manner of observance The Sabbath was observed by
resting from all work (Ex. 31:15); the Lord's day, by meeting together to worship
(Acts20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1). (d) In the persons to whom given. The Sabbath was given
to the Jews (Ex. 31:16, 17; Neh. 9:14; Ezek. 20:12-20); the Lord's day is for
Christians. None but Jews were ever required to keep the Sabbath, none but Jews
were
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ever reproved for its nonobsarvance; none but Christians—kings and priests unto
God—can observe the Lord's day as a religious institution. (e) In the covenantsto
which they belong. The Sabbath belonged to the old covenant—that which was
written on stones (Ex. 20:8; 34:28; Deut. 4:13); the Lord's day, to the new covenant.
The Sabbath belonged to the covenant that was done away (2 Cor. 3:7); the Lord's
day, to the onethat remains (verse 11). In our country the Lord's day is both a civil
and areligious institution. We observe it as a civil institution by resting from our
secular labors, asthe law of the land requires; we obsarveit asareligiousinstitution
by assembling together as Christians, as the law of the Lord requires, and engaging
in the divinely-given order of worship, an important part of which is the Lord's
Supper. The unconverted can observe the Lord's day as a civil institution by
refraining from labor on that day; but not being worshipers of God, they cannot
observe it as a religious institution. A Christian observes it as a civil ordinance by
resting from secular affairs, but he does not observeit asareligious ordinanceunless
he assembles for worship. The Christian who ceases to labor on the Lord's day, but
does not assemble for worship, shows greater respect for civil authority than for
divine authority.

2. It would be hard to overestimatethe L ord's day meetings as a means of growth
in spirituality. As shown in a previous chapter, the church isa
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school, and its members are in process of development for heavenly dtizenship.
Thereisnothing arbitraryintheChristianreligion. Every ordinance every institution,
every precept, isgivenwithman'sspiritual needsand cultureinview. Thehel pfulness
of the Lord's-day meetings depends to agreat extent on the way they are conducted.
Onereceives abetter spiri tual i mpulse from a meeting conducted orderly, and where
everything is done “heartily, as to the Lord,” than where everything is donein a
slipshod, dull, droning way. In Paul'sday many wereweak, sickly, and asl eep because
of the abuse of the Lord's Supper. (1 Cor. 11:30.) | am satisfied that many are in the
same condition to-day becauseof theformal, cold, and lifeless manner of conducting
the Lord's-day worship. Having had good opportunities for observation and having
given much thought to thequestion, | beg leave to offer some suggestionsthat | trust
will be hel pful tothose churchesthat depend upon themselvesfor edification: (@) The
study of the Scriptures. Thestudy and teaching of the Scripturesisapart of the work
of the church when assembled. There are different methods of teaching. It can be
done by speaking, as Paul did at Troas (Acts 20), or by asking and answvering
guestions. God has not tied usto either method exclusively. As God has made no law
on the subject, man should not presume to do so. Both methods are useful, and the
circumstances should determine largely which method to
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use. Asarule, the best results can be attained by empl oying both inthe same meeting.
Especialyisthissoif aleader is present who can speak to edification. Thechurchis
“the pillar and ground of the truth;” it is the light bearer to hold up the light of the
gospel to theworld. The apostleswere required to “teach all nations.” (Matt. 28:19.)
Thethingsthey taught areto betaught by “faithful men.” (2 Tim.2:2.) Henceall who
are in range, whethe converted or unconverted, should be taught. experience has
demonstrated that, asarule, the class method isthe most efficient method of teaching
a promiscuous crowd. This being so, classes should be formed according to
advancement and put in charge of competent teachers. The lesson should be well
studied beforehand, and the recitation should be conducted in a searious and
thoughtful manner—and inaway, too, to impressthe scriptural truths upon all. The
time of recitation should not be so long asto weary the class, neither should it be so
short as not to thoroughly impress scriptural truth. The onewho leadstheworship for
the day should know beforehand, so he can prepare himself. The Jews were not
allowed to bring unbeaten oil to be used in the tabernacle; no more should the leader
go beforethe congregation without preparation, with undigested thoughts. Thesetalks
should be of such nature as to be food for the hungry soul. The teacher should
remember that Jesus said, “Feed my sheep;” not: “Bea my sheep.” (b)
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The prayers. At each service it would be more edifying to have a number of short,
fervent prayersthan onelong one. On one occasi on thedisciples of Jesussai d to him:
“Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.” It is right, therefore, to
study prayer, that one may pray with the understanding. The leader should pray ina
voice loud and distinct enough for all to hear and understand. Some have the bad
habit, when kneeling in prayer, of turning their faces from the audience or putting
them down behind the seat and mumbling out their words in such an indistinct way
that no one can understand, and, therefore, cannot intelligently say “Amen” to the
prayer. Giving thanks for blessings received; confession of sin; and a petition for
help, strength, and all needed blessings for the future, should be the burden of our
prayers. (c) The song service. J. M. Kidwill, of blessed memory, used to say that the
singing is the pulse of the congregation; that it indicates the spiritual condition,
whether warm or cold. To say the least, the singing has much to do in making the
hour of worship one of spiritual uplifting. The command to do athing carries with it
the obligation to learn how to do that thing. The command to be teachers obligates
to learn how to teach; the command to pray, to learn how to pray; and so of the
command to sing. The ability to do any of these things is not natural; it must be
acquired. It is useless to object to choirs and special singers
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when we ourselves make no effort to learn. One may be helped by hearing others
sing, but not nearly so much as he would by heartily engaging in it himself. (d) The
contribution. Thereligion of Christisasystem of philanthropy. It had itsorigininthe
greatest gift the world has ever beheld—God's gift of his Son to redeem man. “For
ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your
sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might berich.” (2 Cor. 8:9.) The
spirit of sacrifice isthe spirit of thegospel. To give to the needy is twiceblessed: it
Isablessing to the one who receive and alsoto him who gives. Jesus teaches that it
Is even “more blessed to give than to receive.” The spirit of Christianity is the
opposite of selfishness. The contribution in the Lord's day worship isfor the good of
others and cultivatesin usan unselfish spirit. The culture we receive from it will be
better by giving even small sums as weare able than by giving larger amounts only
occasionally. Whatever the amount, the giving should not be done grudgingly, but
cheerfully and of aready mind.

3. Theprimary result of the L ord's-day meetings conducted as herein pointed out
Isthe spiritual growth of the worshipers; the secondary result isto reach out and lead
others to seek the salvation of their souls and the holy fellowship of the saints.
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CHAPTER XXIV.
Growth in Christian Life.

The statement was made in the preceding chapter that Christian dutiesare of two
classes—congregational and individual. While this position, generally speaking, is
true, thereisavery close interlinking of these duties. They are really complemental
of each other. A little over half a century ago the Fiji I1slands were inhabited by
cannibal tribes. God-fearing men carried the word of God there and began teaching
it. Schools were established, in which children and athers were trained in the
rudiments of learning. Churches were also established. These and the schools were
complemental of each other. The churcheshel ped in building up schools; and,inturn,
the schools opened the way for the enlargement of the churches. Through the joint
work of thesethe people have beenliftedtoaplaneof civilization heretofore thought
to be impossible. So it is with the public and individual duties of the Christian.
Faithful dischargeof the public duties hdps him inthe individual ones. On the other
hand, the Christian that ismost faithful in the observance of the individual duties, as
arule, isthe one who is most effident in
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the public duties—and the one, too, who is most benefitted by them. The efort to
civilizetheFiji Islanderswith the churches without the mental culture of the schooals,
or with this without the other, would have been equdly vain. So it is in the
development of Christian life. The onewho attendsto his public duties, but neglecs
theindividual ones, ortheonewhoisblamelessintheindividual duties, but negligent
of the public ones, will never develop afull-rounded Christian character.

With these preliminaries, this chapter will be devoted to the consideration of the
apostle's ladder, upon which those who enter the service of Christ must reach the
everlasting kingdom. “And besidesthis, giving all diligence, addto your faith virtue;
and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience;
and to patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly
kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye
shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But
he that lacketh thesethingsis blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that
he was purged from his old sins. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to
makeyour calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: for
so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Pet. 1:5-11.) No one can
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succeed in any useful calling without energy, perseverance, and diligence; muchless
can there be success in the Christian's calling without these. There are so many
temptationsto sin, man is so perverted in thought and life, and the culture required
to prepare for heaven is so great that in the brief span of life hereit will require his
utmost endeavors to reach that state. The laggard can never do it. The word “faith”
here covers the whole ground of obedience to the gospel. As your faith has led you
into the kingdom of God here, add to that faith these Christian graces, and you will
have an entrance into the everlasting kingdom, seems to be the apostle's idea.

Oneend of thisladder restsin thethreshold of theearthly kingdom; the otherend
reaches into the everlasting kingdom. It has seven successive rungs —vVirtue,
knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and charity. The
Revised Version gives thisrendering, “In your faith supply virtue,” and so on. This
being correct, the rungs of the ladder are reached successively. Reaching the first
(virtue), the way is prepared for the next (knowledge), and so on until the last is
reached. This clearly showsthat the Christian lifeis a matter of growth. It would be
as reasonable to expect a person who has been prostrate with fever for a month to
havefull physical strength the moment thefever isbroken asto expect achild of God
to
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manifest the highest traits of Christian character the moment the power of sinin his
life is broken.

1. Virtue. Words in a living language in process of time frequently change in
meaning. “Virtue” now means “moral goodness,” or “freedom from the sin of
impurity;” when the King James Version was made, it meant “courage,” or
“boldness.” Such is its meaning in the scripture quoted. Courage is essential to
successin the Christian conflict— courage to resist and oppose thewrong, courage
to stand by and support the right. The emissaries of Satan are everywhere. It isthar
delight to lead astray the children of God. Only those of nerveand courage can resist
their blandishments. To those who have perverted tastes the intoxicating cup will be
offered; to others, the pleasures of thedance; to others, “the lust of the eyes, and the
prideof life;” and to others, the fascination of wealth. It requires courage on the part
of him who has beenin the habit of drinking torefrain when in the company of those
who drink. The sameistrue of any other evil habit. So esential iscourageto success
in the Christian lifethat the apostle made it the first rung in his ladder to heaven.

2. Knowledge. Having courage, the discipleis prepared to take another step: add
knowledge—not knowledge of the world, but of divine things, the word of God.
Without this knowledge no one can reach the highest sphere of Christian perfection.
The word of God isthe spiritual seed from which
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Is developed, inits beginning, spiritual life. It is from it that subsequent growth is
maintained. In the days of spiritual giftsthe “word of knowledge” was given. Not so
to-day. It can only be obtained by prayerful, thoughtful study of the Bible It isthe
great repository whereinisthe knowledge essential to Christian growth. It should be
read, studied, and medi tated upon every day.

3. Temperance Thedisciple, being instructed in the word of God, can now go a
step higher. “Temperance,” in its broadest acceptation, means self-control,
moderation—moderation in eating, moderation in labor, moderation in speech,
moderationin everythinglawful. Somemaintainthatitisright totaketheintoxicating
cup occasionally, because we are commanded to be “temperatein all things.” Thisis
amisapplication of the term. Bible temperanceis the moderate use of that which is
lawful and beneficial andtotal abstinence from that which isunlawful andinjurious.
Thisexcludesthe use of intoxicants even moderately. The only personwho is secure
from the terrible ruin that follows in the wake of drunkenness is the one who never
drinks at all. It istime for all Christians to open their eyes to the fearful ruin being
wrought by the drink habit and to go to work to create a public sentiment that will
secure the youth of our country from temptation.

4. Patience. Trialsareincident to thislife. They are apart of the heritage of the
Christian. Itis
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not God'spurposeto lift man abovethe storm cloud, but to give him asafeanchorage,
so he can hold on until its fury is spent. As he must meet trials and tribulations, the
Christian will need to advance in spiritual culture until he has developed that degree
of patience that will enable him to bear all these with an even mind, feeling that
nothing can harm him if he follows that which is good.

5. Godliness. The next point to be reached in this upward ascent is godliness,
which issimply piety and reverential fear. Without these no Christian lifeiswhat it
should be. Man is prone to swing from one extreme to the other. From the extreme
Puritanism of a former age he has gone to the extreme of lightness and levity that
characterizes much of the worship and life of to-day. To approach God as though he
were an equal or toflippantly speak of divine thingsisreprehensiblein the extreme.
Pharisaical deportment iswrong; but if a deeper reverence prevailed in theworship
and conduct of Christians to-day than doesprevail, it would be much better for the
cause of Christ.

6. Brotherly kindness. The children of God sustain a very close relationship to
each other. They are members of one body; they constitute onefamily. As members
of the same family are expected to cherish love onefor another, so must Christians.
Thisloveis not simply a sentiment, but a sentiment that manifests itself in actions.
“Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his
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life for us. and we ought to lay down our livesfor the brethren.” (1 John 3:16.) “Let
usnot loveinword, neither intongue; butin deed and intruth.” (Verse18.) Thislove
of the brethren will lead each to have a due regard for thefeelings of his brother, to
protect him in life and property and defend him in reputation.

7. Charity—Ilove, universal love, lovefor God and man. Thisisthelast rung in
theladder, the crowning trait in the Christian character, the capstone in the Christian
edifice. This Godlike attribute is only reached after a course of development in
courage, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, and brotherly kindness. The
onewho hasreached this height is prepared to have ministered unto him an abundant
entrance “into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”
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CHAPTER XXV.
ToEvery Man HisWork.

One of the lessons that every disciple needs to haveindelibly impressed on his
mind at the very outset isthat the Christian lifeis one of activity. Every figurein the
Bibledescriptive of it indicates that. When that lifeiscompared to arace, thosein it
“run;” when compared to acontest for themastery, the contestants” strive;” when the
figureis that of a soldier, he is represented as “fighting;” and when the church is
compared to avineyard, its membersare laborersin tha vineyard. People have sung
so much about the “old Ship of Zion” and how she has “landed many thousands” that
they concludethat all they have to do isto walk across the gang plank, take aseat in
the cabin, and be carried right up without effort into the heavenly harbor. Some
compare the church to a passenger car, and all one hasto doisto buy histicket, get
aboard, and bewhirled up to everlasting bliss. If the church iscomparableto any kind
of transportation, it is more like a hand car, upon which every passenger must take
hold of thelever and bend hisback to thework of propulsion. The church started over
eighteen hundred years ago on itsjourney,



THE WORD OF RECONCILIATION. 155

freighted with the richest of bl essings for mankind. It has scattered these blessings
withlavish hand along itscourse, and isintheworld to-day with itsstore of blessings
undiminished. It has not reached uswithout an effort. It has passed through many and
serious conflicts, and is here to-day because of thedevotion, trials, and sacrifices of
godly men and women who have lived through all the past ages. It blesses man to-
day, and will continue to do so only as its members give their time, means, and
energies to its upbuilding.

Jesus, in his personal teachings, illustrated many features of the kingdom by
parables. While the leading thought in the parable of the laborersin the vineyard
(Matt. 20:1-16) isthat the reward for work in the kingdom is out of proportion to the
service rendered, it also teaches that God calls men into his kingdom not to loiter
around in idleness, but to work, to work earnestly and faithfully. The laborers who
were hired into the vineyard at the eleventh hour “wrought but one hour,” and those
who went in at the firg hour bore “the burden and heat of the day.” None wereidle.
Work isthe order in every department of life. Thereisno standing still. Maniseither
advancing or retrograding. He grows to physcal manhood through a struggle with
forces that would retard his growth. The same istrue in a spiritual sense. There are
opposing forces on every hand. All along there are battles to be fought and victories
to be achieved,
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and it isonly he tha enduresto the end that shall finally be saved.

There is every encouragement to faithfulness in Christian work. “God is not
unrighteousto forget your work and labor of love, which ye have showed toward his
name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.” (Heb. 6:10.) The
apostle concludes his argument proving the resurrection of the dead in these
encouraging words: “ Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is
notinvaininthe Lord.” (1 Cor. 15:58.)

Diversity of Work.—Jesus (Mark 13:34-37) compares the church to “a man
taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his servants, and to
every man hiswork.” On his return this master of the house will hold each servant
responsible for the work committed to him, and not for that which he committed to
another. If the business prospers in the master's absence, it will be because each
servant is faithful in the sphere in which he was placed. Thechurch is compared to
the human body. “ For aswe have many membersin one body, and all members have
not the same office: so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one
members one of another.” (Rom. 12:4, 5.) Each member of the human body fillsits
own place. The hand does not do the work of the foot, neither does the foot do the
work of the



THE WORD OF RECONCILIATION 157

hand; the eye does not perform the office of the ear, neither does the ear performthe
office of theeye. A symmetrical body isonewith all its parts perfect, and the one that
fulfillsits mission is the one that every member performs its part. So it is with the
church. There is a variety of work to be done; hence persons of different gifts are
requisite to its completeness. The talent of each member should be devel oped, and
each should be encouraged to work in his sphere. To devel op the talent of the church
does not mean to make public speakers out of all its members. Thereisother work to
be done that is just as essential to the upbuilding of the church as public speaking.
Theideathat speaking isaholier and more important work than other ministries has
led to the crazefor womeninthe pulpit. Thegifted, but eccentric, Walter Scott visited
a church that had adopted the custom of having every brother make atalk in the
Lord's-day worship. He saw that such a course was not edifying, and remonstrated
with them. In defense they pleaded the fact that the church was compared to the
human body. In hisbroad Scotch accent hereplied: “What would you think of abody
that was all mouth?’ While it is true that there are many who by practice could
acceptably lead the public worship, there are many who could not; and it is an
Injustice to them and the church to require it of them. While they, then, cannot do
this, there is other work equally important that they can do.
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Whatever isaman's work, he should do it “heartily, asto the Lord,” feeling that his
success in the Christian life and upbuilding of the church dependson it.

A Hindrance to Growth.—Because they cannot do great things, many fail to do
anything. They have never learned the lesson that even great things are an
aggregation of little things. The ocean is made up of drops; the earth, of particles of
sand; the cities, of separate houses; while a nation is made up of individuals. We
should not despise “the day of small things.” God was not in the wind that rent the
mountains, nor the earthquake, nor the fire, but in “a still small voice.” (1 Kings
19:11, 12.) Up in the Northeast is an immense cataract. The water of a great river
poursover ahigh precipice. Touristsfromfar and near visitit annually andview with
awe the mighty exhibition of power. It is, indeed, an immense flow of water, and is
amighty exhibition of the power andmajesty of Himwho created all things. Yet right
around usthereisaflow of liquid particles that if gathered together would equal in
volumetheflow of thisimmense cataract, and it isfar more wonderful and beneficia
initseffects; but of thiswe take nonotice, because it “ comethnot with observation.”
When the Sun comes back from his southern journey andwith hisvertical rayswarms
the earth, tiny streams of sap begin to flow through the pores of plants and trees and
soon change the face of the earth. They flow
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up the feeble stems of grass, and the earth is green; they flow up the stems of wheat,
and the golden grainisready for the harvest; they flow up the stalks of corn, and the
pendant ears are matured; they flow up the stems of the orchard trees, and the
luscious fruit hangs forth; they flow up the trunks of the forest trees, and the leafy
boughs afford their cooling shade; they flow up the stalks of the tulip, the pink, the
rose, and soon the beautiful flowers, “the a phabet of angels,” exhaletheir fragrance.
Thus in a short time a greater and more wonderful effect is produced than the great
Niagarais capable of; yet we scarcely give it athought, becauseit is so quietly done.

Thereisagreat gathering of religious workers. Badges are seen everywhere, the
streetsresound with the melody of song, large assemblieslisten to fine orations, and
enthusiasm bubbles over. A great evangelist comes along, a great meseting is held,
scores confess Christ, and we think that Satan will surely be dethroned; but soon
things settle down asthey were before. These all may have some effect, but the cause
of Christ isadvanced chiefly by humble, unobtrusveworkers, whose names scarcdy
ever reach beyond their own horizon. The silent influence of pious, godly men and
women isdoing moreto enlarge the borders of Christ'skingdom today than the great
institutions and gatherings that make so much noise in the world.
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CHAPTER XXVI.
Growth of the Kingdom.

“And he said, So is the kingdom of God, asif a man should cast seed into the
ground; and should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and grow
up, he knoweth not how. For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade,
then the ear, after that the full cornin theear.” (Mark 4:26-28.) “Another parable put
heforth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heavenisliketo agrain of mustard seed,
which aman took, and sowed in hisfield: which indeed istheleast of all seeds: but
whenitisgrown, itisthe greatest among herbs, and becometh atree, so that the birds
of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof. Another parable spake he unto
them; The kingdom of heaven islike unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in
three measures of medl, till the whole was leavened.” (Matt. 13:31-33.)

The different features of the kingdom of heaven are illustrated by the different
parables of Jesus. As arule, each parable illustrates one particular feature, and to
press it beyond this is to misuse the parable. The three parables quoted at the
beginning of this chapter are closely related, in that they
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illustratefeaturesthat are closely allied. Thefirst showsitsgradual devel opment; the
smallness in its beginning and its subsequent enlargement are illustrated by the
second; while the third illustrates the growth by the influences going out from
individual life and work.

1. As soon as man became a sinner, God graciously promised him a Redeemer
(Gen. 3:15) and ordai ned remedial agenciesadapted to hiscondition. These continued
through the patriarchal and Jewish dispensations down to the coming of Christ. The
seed of the kingdom was sown when this promise was made, and was in process of
germination and growth until the full corn in the ear—the kingdom, with Jesus as
King; the body of Christ, with him as Head, in which the Holy Spirit took up his
abode —stood forth on theday of Pentecost.

2. The church began with one hundred and twenty disciples. This, indeed, was
small, likeagrain of mustard seed, whencompared with the great number of mankind
at that time. It was adrop in the ocean, a grain of sand on the seashore. Small in its
beginning, like the mustard seed, it became a great tree; smdl, like the stone cut out
of the mountain without hands, it became agreat mountan and filled the whole earth.
(Dan. 2:35.) This parable was prophetic, and isin process of fulfillment today. With
no carnal weapons, but simply with the power thereisinthe simplestory of the cross,
within thirty years from itsestablishment, in spite
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of the most bitter opposition, it spread throughout the Roman Empire.

3. From Jerusalem as a center the kingdom spread in every direction. It spread
like leaven diffuses itself in the meal. When leaven—or “yeast,” to use a modern
term—is put in medl, it first affects the particles that lie next to it; these become
leavened, when they, in turn, leaven others; and thus the process goes on until the
wholeisaffected. Soit is with the kingdom. One man hearsthe word and is saved by
it—becomes a Christian; through his teaching and influence his family is led to
obedience, then a neighbor, then through the combined influence of these the
community isleavened, and through this community other communities are reached,;
and thustheinfluence spreads like the leaven when put in the meal or like the waves
when a stoneis cast into alake.

This influence of one in bringing another to Christ isillustrated in the case of
Andrew. After finding Christ, hewent and found hisbrother, Simon, and brought him
toJesus. (John1:41, 42.) Itisasoillustrated inthe case of Timothy, whose unfeigned
faith dwelt in his grandmother, Lois, and in his mother, Eunice. (2 Tim. 1:5.) This
leaven-like spread of the gospel from community to community is seen in the
extension of the kingdom from Jerusalem. Temporarily abiding there were devout
Jews from many nations. On, and subsequent to, the day of Pentecost a number of
these were con-
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versed. If not before, when the disciples were scattered by persecution a the time of
the death of Stephen, they returned to their homes. Among the number were
proselytesand Jewsfrom Rome. Paul afterwardswrotealetter to the church at Rome,
which was evidently formed by these. There were men also from Asia, Cappadocia,
Pontus, and Galatia. Twenty-five years afterwards Peter wrote a letter to the elect
ones in these provinces.

Under thishead it isin placeto consider this truth: God uses man in carrying on
hiswork with man. Thisis not because of alack of power or resources on God's part;
but if God has tied himself to this method, it is not becoming in man to say: “Why
doest thou?’ In an important sense God has made each man his brother's keeper; in
an important sense Christians are “the salt of the earth” and “the light of the world.”
They are “laborers together with God;” they are to “lift up the hands which hang
down, and thefeebleknees,” and to make straght pathsfor their feet, “lest that which
Is lame be turned out of the way.” Each man is responsible to God for the
talent—which means ability and opportunity—that has been committedto him. The
servant to whom was given one talent wasto use that talent in increasing his master's
goods as much as the one to whom were given ten talents. In the great conflict God
ISwaging against the powers of Satan there is no neutral ground. When God led the
army of Israel under Deborah,
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the prophetess, and Barak, the judge, againg the army of Jabin, king of
Canaan—when the fight was for Israel's freedom—one city, Meroz, thought to save
itself the sufferings and ravages of war by remaining neutral. In obedience to the
bitter curse of theangel of the L ord for not coming up “to the hel pof the Lord against
themighty,” it wasso utterly destroyed that its pl ace soon ceased to be k nown. (Judy.
5:23.) Jesus said: “Hethat isnot withmeisagainst me: and hethat gathereth not with
me scattereth.” (Luke 11:23.) “No man can serve two mesters:. for either he will hate
the one, and love theother; or else hewill hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye
cannot serve God and mammon.” (Matt. 6:24.) In secular or political affairsmen can
be neutral. They may ally themselves with neither party asthey will, may render aid
to neither side as they choose. Not s0 in the conflict for human redemption. Here
thereis no neutral ground. Every oneis building up or pulling down.

God has ordained that thekingdom shall be spread by man influencing man, like
the leaven affects the particles of meal. The entire history of the New Testament
period shows this. Thereis not a recorded case of conversion where human agency
was not used. It was cdled into requisition in those cases where the circumstances
seemed to demand otherwise. Philip had toleave a successful work and make along
journey, tha the Ethi-
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opian traveler might be led “out of darknessintolight;” when, in the presence of the
risen Savior, Saul, the persecutor, asked the question, “Lord, what wilt thou have me
to do?’ he was told to go to Damascus, there to have the answer from a man;
notwithstanding an angel came and spoke to Cornelius, he must send afour-days
journey for a man to tdl him “what he ought to do;” and when God saw that in
Philippi there were those who would serve him, he guided the steps of Paul to that
place, that he might speak unto them “theword of the Lord.” The kingdom of heaven
IS, indeed, like leaven that is put in three measures of meal until the whole is
leavened.

Jesusrequiresthat wherever the gospel is preached, the good deed of the woman
In pouring abox of precious ointment on his head shall be told asamemorial of her.
(Mark 14:9.) Justifying myself by thisand to further illustrate the |eaven-likespread
of the kingdom, | give the short history that follows:

About 1831 Henry Dean, a comparatively young man then, who lived on the
headwatersof Flat Creek, near the southern border of Bedford County, Tenn., having
become aChristian only, called together afew humble persons of likefaith and began
to worship as a simple church of Christ. They were weak in number, but strong in
faith. They were surrounded by opposition, withno supporting brotherhood near; but,
trusting in the power of
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truth, they began the seemingly unequal contest. A small amount of leaven was
deposited in alarge anount of meal. The leaven began to work. One neighbor after
another, onefamily after another, wasreached until the leaven of simple Chridianity
pervaded the whole community. The church thus started has had a continuous
existence, dominatesthe community, andisstronger inall the elementsthat constitute
a church to-day than at any period of its existence. There are few better country
churchesthan New Hermon. But thework did not stop there. Seekersafter truth came
over from Lynchburg, afew miles away, andwere leavened. They, inturn, leavened
their community; and achurch that hasagood record was established and existsthere
to-day. The leavening influence went on, conjointly with influences from another
direction, and Richmond had a church of Christ. The leaven reached out in another
direction, and there are churchesto-day at Chestnut Ridgeand Stony Point. Business
Interestscarried someof the membersto Fayetteville. In conjunction with thosefrom
another locality, the leavening work commenced, and the church there is the result.
Theleaven reached out north, and achurch came together at Flat Creek that has not
failed to meet for worship on asingle Lord's day for a third of a century. Not to be
tedious, those who are old enough and have watched the course of events can seethat
influences starting from this original center have
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contributed wholly or in part to the establishment of churches at Shelbyville,
Singleton, County Line, Tullahoma, Winchester, and perhaps other places not here
enumerated. But this work stops not in this circle; it reaches to other Sates. | have
personal knowledge of at least three churches in Alabama that came into existence
in part through discipleswho went out from here. Corinth, in Howard County, Ark.,
withitssplendid record of half acentury anditssix or seven daughtersin surrounding
regions, owes its existence mainly to a humble blacksmith who went out from this
original church into that country when it was a wilderness. A number of faithful
disciples worshiping at Allen, Okla., can trace their spiritual lineage back to this
original center. In addition to all this, thewriter personally knows, or knew, fourteen
preachers, representing six different States, twelve of whom are living and actively
engaged in the ministry of the word, who are what they are to-day, to agreat extent,
as aresult of the work begun in a humble way in 1831 by Henry Dean and his few
associates.

Thisiswritten as amemorial of a good work and to encourage others not to be
weary in welldoing, being assured that in due season they will reap if they faint not.
(Gdl. 6:9.)



168 THE WORD OF RECONCILIATION.
CHAPTER XXVII.
The Relation of the Christian to the World.

In the days of the apostles there were two classes —"servants of sin” and
“servantsof righteousness,” theworld and the church. Thesetwo classesexi st to-day,
and will continue until man's probation is ended. Thisis shown by the parable of the
wheat and tares. (Matt. 13:24-30.) A man sowed good seed in hisfield; and whilehe
dlept, an enemy sowed tares. These came up with the good seed; and when the
servants saw both growing together, they wanted to root up thetares. Thisthe master
would not allow, saying that in gathering the tares they would roat up the wheat, but
directed that both be allowed to grow together until the harvest, when the separation
would be made. In the New Testament Scripturestheword “world” meansthe globe
upon which welive, and sometimes it means the unbelieving part of mankind. Jesus,
in explaining the parable, says that the field in which the wheat and tares were
growingistheworld, using thetermin thefirst sense (verse 38), and that the harvest
Isthe end of thisworld; that then the reapers (angels) will gather the wheat and tares
(righteous and wicked) together, and the separation will
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be made. While the parable primarily sets forth the work of the angels, it a'so shows
that the " servantsaf sin” and the “ servants of righteousness” will be hereintheworld
together, and that no violent means should be used to get rid of the wicked.

The relation of the Christian to the world (unbelievers) is a nice problem in
Christian casuistry. Extreme ground either way isdangerous. Jesus, in praying for his
apostles, said: “| pray not that thou shoul dest take themout of theworld, but that thou
shouldest keep them fromtheevil.” (John 17:15.) They had awork to dointheworld
and for the world. A hermit-like, monkish lifeis just as contrary to the spirit of
Christianity asalife of riot with theungodly. The great gulf stream flowsthrough the
ocean. Itswaters do not become incorporated with the surrounding waters, yet they
temper them with their warmth. Soit should be with Christians passing through the
world: they should not become amalgamated with it, but should scatter blessings as

they go.

1. The aien and the citizen of the kingdom are on the same plane in some
respects: (a) As physica beings, they have the same wants, are subject to the same
physical laws. Both require food to give strength, water to allay thirst, clothing to
protect the body, pure air to breathe, and houses to protect from the weather. To
secure these, labor and money (or its equivalent) are necessary. (b) The law of labor
is binding on both classes, is universal
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in its application. The law under which Adam was placed immediately after the
fall—"In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground”
(Gen. 3:19)—is binding on all his posterity. Thislaw of labor applies to both alien
and citizen, becausethe well-being of both alike demandsthefruitsof [abor. Thislaw
of labor to the Christian is repeated in various forms in the New Testament: “Not
slothful in business; fervent in spirit; servingthe Lord.” (Rom. 12:11.) “Let himthat
stole steal no more: but rather let him labor, working with his hands the thing which
IS good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.” (Eph. 4:28.) “And that ye
study to be quiet, and to do your own business, andto work with your own hands, as
we commandedyou; that yemay walk honestly toward them that are without, and that
yemay havelack of nothing.” (1 Thess. 4:11, 12.) “For even when we were with you,
this we commanded you, that if any would not work neither should he eat. For we
hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are
busybodies. Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus
Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread.” (2 Thess. 3:10-12.)
From this universal law it follows that Christians, of necessity, are related to the
world in business affairs. Business transactions will bring them in contact. While it
may be truethat in business affars Christians
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should give preferenceto Christians, yet they are permitted to have businessrel ations
with those that are without, but must deal honestly toward them. (1 Thess. 4:12.) (¢
Whileit isthe Christian's duty to work and heis permitted to have businessrelations
with the world, thereare restrictionsthrown around himin his choice of avocations.
“Let himlabor, working with his hands the thing which is good” (Eph. 4:28), isthe
divine law. There are many kinds of business legalized by the laws of State that the
Christian cannot engage in. Heisrestricted in choice to those which are good. There
are kinds of business that are helpful to thecommunity; the Christian can engagein
these. There are kinds that are hurtful; he cannot engagein such. He can cultivate a
farm, run a mill, build houses, run a cotton or wool factory; be a blacksmith,
merchant, physician, dentist, teacher; or engage in many other intellectua or
industrial pursuits, because they are “good.” He cannot make or sell intoxicating
liquors; he cannot keep a gambling house, a house of prostitution, a race track for
gambling purposes, or anything of like nature. Though authorized by State law, they
debauch and corrupt the community. These are Satan's most efficdent agencies in
destroyingthe bodiesand souls of men, and the Christian who engagesin any of these
IS a coworker with him in seeking man's ruin. “Wherefore come out from among
them, and beye
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separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and | will receive you.” (2
Cor. 6:17.)

2. The Christian is socially related to the world. (a) Hermits and anchorets make
amistake. Instead of gealing away to some mountan cove or secluded spot to live
livesof religious contemplation, Christians should go where the busy throngs of men
and women aretobe found and engage actively inthereligiouswork of helping them
in the struggle of life and making them better. One burdened heart relieved, one tear
of sorrow wiped away, one mourning soul comforted, one naked one clothed, one
hungry child fed, or one darkened mind led into thelight, isfar more pleasing to God
than a thousand groans and prayers issuing from amonastic cell. “ Ye are the salt of
the earth; . . . ye are the light of the world.” Salt in the barrel will not preserve the
meat on the platform. They must be brought in contact, and the salt must to some
extentimpart its propertiesto the meat. So the Christian hid away in somelonely dell
will save no one. He must come in close contact with those to be saved, and must
impart, inasense, hispropertiesto them. When salt |osesits saltness, becomes of like
nature with the corruptible matter to be saved, it is worthless. So the Christian, in
order to have a saving influence over the world, must come in contact with it; yet if
he loses his distinctive nature and becomes like the world, then his power for good
is gone. He who would save
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the world must not walk with the world in “lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine,
revelings, banquetings, and abominableidolatries.” * The servant of the Lord must not
strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing those
that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the
acknowledging of the truth; and that they may recover themselves out of thesnare of
the devil , who are taken captive by him at hiswill.” (2 Tim. 2:2426.) (b) This social
relationship allows the Christian to mingle with the unbelievers in thar feasts, but
forbidshisdoing anything whilethere that would be arecognition of wrongdoing. (1
Cor. 10:27, 28.) There are general principleslaid down in the Scriptures that will
enablethe Christian to determine just how far he may go in the social affars of life.
Jesus taught, “By their fruits ye shall know them;” Paul, that the things that are not
of good report are to be avoided. Are such things as the promiscuous dance, card
parties, and other amusements of like naure, of good report? If not, Paul's rule
excludes them. Are those who engage in them made more devotional? Are their
spiritual ideas enlarged? Arethey more hel pful inreligiouswork? Arethey the better
prepared to be helpful to the sick and suffering? Does thelight of Christianity shine
out from their lives more brilliantly from such participation? If not, the rule Jesus
givesforbidsthe Christian's engaging i n them.
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There is much foolishness in the world about recreation and pastime. The
demandson the Christian aretoo great to fritter away life's preciousmomentsinidle
amusements for recreation and pastime. Life passes away so rapidly that death will
be at the door before our work is half done and before we are half prepared for the
society of the holy throng around the throne of God. May God help all Christiansto
be “blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a
crooked and perverse nation,” shining among them “as lights in the world.”
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CHAPTER XXVIII.
L essons from a Successful Christian Life.

“Brethren, be followerstogether of me, and mark themwhich walk so asye have
us for an ensample.” (Phil. 3:17.)

Manisanimitativebang, and all to-day are what they are, to agreat extent, from
the example of others. The constitution of the human mind issuch that one, asarule,
learns more readily from example than from precept. Nine out of ten in a class of
pupilswill get aclear understanding of the principlesof an arithmetical ruleby seeing
problems demonstrated onthe blackboard where onewill fromtherule given. To the
mass of the people historical and biographical works are more interesting than
theoretical works; the masses, t0o, |earn principlesfromthose morereadily than from
these. God created the human mind and knowsits characteristics and has adapted his
revelation to these characteristics. For this reason much the larger part of the Bible
Is history and biography. As sad above, men ae what they are, to a great extent,
through the example of others. One need not come in personal contact to be
influenced by another; this can be done by hearing of or reading one's life.
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Whilemany have beenled to performdeeds of daring by the example of cool courage
of heroes present, many more have perhaps been |led to do so through the exampl e of
renowned heroes whom they have never seen; many have been led into lives of sin
and debauchery, or of purity, integrity, and uprightness, by personal contact with
associates; whilemany othershaveled livesof goodor evil from reading of the deeds
of menwhom they have never met. Men are made better by reading such worksasthe
“Life of Elder John Smith;” they are made worse by reading books that relae the
deeds of murderersand thieves. Parents ought to be very careful about the literature
they allow in the hands of their children.

The religion of Christ is taught by precept and example. The theory of
Christianity is taught in the precepts of the Bible and illustrated by practical
examples. Take out of the Bible every precept, and leave its history and biography,
and Christianity could still belearned; thekind of life God approveswould still gand
out clearly. It was not egotism in Paul when he said to the brethren: “Be followers
together of me.” He knew his own life and man's proneness to take some one for an
example. Of al the heroes of faith in the New Testament | know of no one from
whoselife more helpful lessonsof instruction can be drawn than Paul. He was of pure
Jewish stock; was a native of Tarsus, acity of Cilicia; and was designed by his par-
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ents for the position of Jewish rabbi. At an early age hewas placed in the school of
Gamaliel, the most renowned teacher among the Jews at Jerusalem. Here he was
brought up in the most perfect manner of the law. His traits, natural and acquired,
fitted him to be aleader among men. The first account we have of him, he, though a
young man, was a leader in the persecution of the disciples. When the blood of
Stephen, the first martyr, was shed, Paul was consenting unto his death, and hdd the
clothes of those who slew him; he made havoc of the church; entering into every
house and dragging out men and women, he committed them to prison; he was
exceedingly mad againstthedisciples, and breathed out slaughter against them. It was
while on a mission of murder that he was arrested in his mad career, and was
influenced to accept the gospel asa divine revelation. From being one of the most
relentless opposers of the religion of Christ, he at once became its most active
propagator. The very trats of character that made him a power in opposition made
him a power in support of the gospel. Hiswork lasted for more than thirty years. He
was more “abundant in labors’ than any of the apostles, made more and longer
preachingtours, preached to more people and under morevariouscircumstances, was
the means of the conversion of more people than any of the others, and has been the
most potent instrument in shaping human affairs of any manwho haslivedinthisera
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A Christian life so varied and so successful isworthy of emulation. A few points out
of the many will here be presented:

1. Paul was a positiveman; he had the courage of his convictions, and heaways
made his practice correspond to histheory. You alwaysknew where he stood; hewas
never on the fence waiting to see which was the popular side before he got down.
When hetellsusthat he thought he “ought to do many things contrary to the name of
Jesusof Nazareth,” inthevery next sentencehe says:. “Whichthing | alsodid.” When
convinced that Jesus was the long-looked-for Messiah, he “conferred not with flesh
and blood,” but straightway preached Jesus—that he was the Christ. Hedid not go
back to Jerusalem toask hispeoplewhat he shoulddo, but obeyed at once, and began
to preach the faith which he had tried to destroy. Men of positive convictions, like
Paul, are the ones who “turn the world upside down” and leave their impress upon
society.

2. Heisamodel in activity and singleness of purpose. Sngleness of purposeis
essential to succeed in any department of life. Very few areso wonderfully endowed
asto be able to make a success of more than one vocation at atime. The “jack at all
trades’ is, asarule, “good at none.” The average man must confine himsdf to one
calling, and must bring to bear all his energiesto succeed in that. Paul describes his
course in these words: “Breth-
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ren, | count not myself to have apprehended [or made a success]: but this one thing
| do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things
which are before, | presstoward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 3:13, 14.) With him everything must bend to the supreme
purpose of making asuccess of the Christian life. He here compares his courseto that
of a contestant in the Isthmian games. Those who ran for the prize there never
loitered, never idled by the way, but, with faces square to the front, stretched every
nerve and muscle to its utmost tension to gain the prize. So did Paul inthe Christian
race.

3. Heisan exampleinfidelity to theword of God. To the Ephesian eldershe said:
“Wherefore | take you to record this day, that | am pure from the blood of all men.
For | have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.” (Acts 20:26, 27.)
Let all, then, in humility of mind and in the spirit of the Master, in pursuance of this
example, faithfully preach and teach all thingsthat “ pertain untolife and godliness.”

4. Paul isan exampleinenduring trial s and persecutions. “Even unto this present
hour we both hunger, andthirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain
dwelling place; and labor, working with our own hands. being reviled, we bless;
being persecuted, we sufferit.” (1 Cor. 4:11, 12.) When undergoing afflictions, such
asfew
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have ever been called upon to endure, he could say: “For our light affliction, which
Is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory.” (2 Cor. 4:17.)

5. Paul is an example inwillingness to suffer loss for Christ. “I count all things
but loss for the excellency of the knowl edge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom |
have suffered the loss of dl things, and do count them but dung, that | may win
Christ.” (Phil. 3:8.) Too many are not willing to follow Christ if it requires the
sacrifice of property, ease, or friends. Jesus gave up all the glories and riches of
heaven and became so poor that he had not where to lay his head, that man might
become richinaspiritual inheritance. So man should, if necessary, give up all things
for the Master's cause.

6. Paul is an example in that, while living the Christian life, he guarded his
influence. Thereisno telling thepower of influence it isfar-reaching. Cast a pebble
into the middle of a pond, and at first awave starts out that can be encompassed by
the hand; but it will gradually grow larger and larger, until it breaks on the extreme
shore. So men, by their everyday actionsin life, are putting in operation influences
for good or evil that will reach to the farther-off shores of eternity. Fifty yearsago in
a certain community there lived a man of means, of some noble traits, but a scoffer
at religion. He was genial in disposition, and was very hospitable. He was very fond
of the company of young people,
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and hisleisure and wealth enabled himto afford many meansof enjoyment. Scarcely
aweek passed without agathering of the young peopleat hishouse, and it wasthen—

On with the dance!
L et joy be unconfined;
No sleep till morn,
when youth and pleasure meet
To chase the glowing hours with flying feet.

Drinks of all kinds were supplied, and no limit was set to any one's indulgence.
Thiscourse, pursued for anumber of years, put in operation influencesthat devel oped
one of the most godl ess communities the country has ever seen. That man passed
away many years ago, better influences have been at work, and the moral aspect has
greatly changed for the better; yet, asaresult of that man'sinfluence, there are to-day
in that community immoral persons who have been born since his death. There are
things that are not harmful in themselves that Christians should refrain from doing
because of the evil influence that might follow. Paul teaches this truth in his
reasoning on the subject of eating meats offered in sacrifice to idols. Those who had
knowledgecould eat the meat, simply asmeat, without injury to themsel ves; but their
examplemight lead the unlearned to eat as a sacrifice, and thus the weak brother, for
whom Christ died, would perish. In view of this, Paul said: “|f meat make my brother
to offend, | will eat no fleshwhile theworld standeth.” Because Christians have not
always been
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thus careful of their influence, many have been led to ruin. The following is atrue
circumstance, andit fully illustratesthislast statement: In acertain town, ashort time
after the close of the Civil War, two boys, between sixteen and twenty years of age,
were standing on the sidewdk in front of a drink shop. They were discussing the
propriety of going in and taking a drink—one, insisting; the other, objecting, saying
that they had beentaught it waswrong. Thelatter'sargument prevailed; and, deciding
not to do so, the two boys turned to walk away. Just then three prominent citizens
from the same community, sober members of achurch, having ridden into town and
hitched their horses on a back street, walked into the drink shop without hesitation
and took drinks. When they came out and passed on, the boy who had proposed
drinking said: “Didyou seethat? There are not three better citizensin all our country
than they are. That is not as bad a thing as we have been taught, or they would not
have doneit.” He again proposed that they go in and drink, his companion yielded,
and thus each of these boys took hisfirst drink at a public bar. What was the result?
These boys stood there a the parting of the ways. Through the example of these old
men they took the downward way; both became drunkards, and died fromthe effects
of drink, comparatively young, led to ruin by the example of men who died in the
fellowship of the church. Had these old men been as
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careful of their example as Paul was, these boys would never have been startedtoruin
by them.

7. Finally, Paul is an example to us, in that hewas willing to give up all things,
even lifeitself, for Christ. Thislast he cheerfully did. Brought beforeNero a second
time, sentence of death is passed upon him. Heisnow bent with age. Thedust of time
isupon his threadbare garments, the scars of many a conflict are upon his body; but
heisthe sameinterpid warrior that he has ever been. His heart turnsto theloved ones
who will be left to continue the battle for human redemption, and he sendsthem this
message of hope and triumph: “l am now ready to be offered, and the time of my
departure is at hand. | have fought a good fight, | have finished my course, | have
kept the faith: henceforth thereislaid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all
them also that love his appearing.” (2 Tim. 4:6-8.) Here inspired history ends, but
traditiontellsusthat almost by the timetheink was dry upon theparchment on which
these words were written a band of soldiers led Paul out of the city, and there,
kneeling down upon the green sward, with a look of tenderness, he repeaed the
apostolic benediction: “ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.”
The executioner's sword gleamed forth in the sunlight, Paul's head rolled upon the
grass, and the hero of the ages was absent fromthe body and present with the Lord.
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CHAPTER XXIX.
Lessonsfrom a Failurein the Christian Life.

Whenever aperson embarksin anew business or undertekes anew enterprise, it
iswiseto study the methods of those who have preceded in the same kind of business
or in the same kind of enterprise. If the preceding ones have been successful, then it
iIswell to pattern after them; on theother band, if they have been unsuccessful, then
the cause of failure should be ascertained and their wrong methods avoided.

The “vocation wherewith” Christians are called stands preeminently above any
of the avocations of earth; greater isthe gain when asuccessis achieved, and greater
isthelosswhen afailureismade. A man may succeed in abusinessundertaking, and
the fruits of success may not bring joy or happiness; on the other hand, a man may
make an utter failure, the money and the time put into the enterprise may be a
complete loss, yet in the end be may find that, in his case, failure was better than
success. Not sointhe Christian calling. Successhere means untad blessingsthrough
all the ages of eternity; failure means untold misery through alike period. Inthe New
Testament are
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to be found both classes—those who succeeded and those who failed. In a former
chapter the apostle Paul was presented as an example of a successful Christian life,
and an effort was made to ascertain the methods used by him. The purpose of this
chapter isto gather somelessonsthat will be helpful fromthelife of one who failed.
Paul, in his preachingtours, always had agreater or less number of companionswith
him. These were generally young preachers—such as Timothy, Titus, Crescens, and
others. During hisfirst imprisonment at Rome, asrdated in Acts 28, hedwelt in his
own hired house, and had some of these companionswith him, who were helpful to
him in the ministry. One of these was Demas. When Paul wrote his letter to the
Colossian brethren, Demas joined in with Luke, the beloved physician, in sending
greeting. (Col. 4:14.) Inthat tender, courteous| etter to Philemon, entreating kindness
for the converted slave, Onesimus, Paul mentions him as a fellow-laborer in
connectionwith Mark, Aristarchus, and L uke. Theterm*fellow-laborer” impliesthat
Demaswas a preacher, aswere the others. Demas, then, up to the closeof Paul'sfirst
imprisonment, was apreacher whom Paul considered worthy of speda mention. Paul
had been aprisoner at Rome for two yearswhen L uke closes his narrative (Acts 28);
but from the letters to Timothy and Titus it is clear that be wasreleased and made
some extensive tours, during which time be wrotethe first let-
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ter to Timothy and the one to Titus. He is then made a prisoner again. Thistime be
Istreated not as an honorable prisoner, but asafelon. (2 Tim. 2:9.) Sentenceof death
was passed upon him, but beforeits execution bewasallowed to writeasecond | etter
to Timothy. Here, again, and for the last time, Demas is mentioned; but bow sad the
statement when contrasted with the former allusions to him: “Demas hath forsaken
me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonical” (2 Tim.
4:10.) John says: “Love not theworld, neither the thingsthat are in the world. If any
man love the world, the love of the Father isnot in him.” (1 John 2:15.) Jesus says.
“No man can servetwo masters: for either he will bate the one, and love the other; or
else he will bold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and
mammon.” (Matt. 6:24.) “Demas hath forsaken me” means more than a mere
separation from the companionship of Paul. Mammon, love of the world, led to his
course, and it was an open forsaking of the religion of Christ, aswell as of Paul.

Thisisashort history, but it teaches a number of important truths:
1. It teaches the freedom of the will. Demas acted voluntarily; there was no

overshadowingforcethat compelled hiswill. He cultivated theloveof theworld, and
allowed thislove of the world to influence his action. That man'swill isfreeisawell
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settled fact in every man's consciousness; that man has power of choiceisattested by
numerous passages of scripture. Moses, in hisfarewell address, said: “I call heaven
and earth to record this day against you, that | have set before you life and death,
blessing and cursing: theref ore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live.”
(Deut. 30:19.) Joshua, addressing the children of Israel for the last time, said: “Now
therefore fear the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in truth.

Andif it seem evil unto you to serve the L ord, choose you this day whom ye will
serve: . . . but as for me and my house we will servethe Lord.” (Josh. 24:14, 15.)
These great teachers were not tantalizing the peaple when they entreated them to
choose whom they would serve. This same truth is taught in the New Testament.
Jesus said: “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and | will giveyou
rest.” (Matt. 11:28.) Theword“come” carrieswithit theideaof volition. Again, Jesus
said: “Yewill not come to me, that ye might havelife.” (John 5:40.) “O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee,
how often would | have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her
chickensunder her wings, and yewoul d not!” (Matt. 23:37.) Paul said: “Know yenot,
that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye
obey?’ (Rom. 6:16.)
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2. It teaches the possibilities of apostasy. Demas ceased to be what he had been
as a Christian, had imbibed more of the love of the world; therefore, in a degree at
least, he had apostatized. Apostasy to the extent of being lost is possible If not so,
then man in the process of conversion losesthe power of choice; with himthewill is
no longer free. If apostasy is not possible, the following, as well as many other,
passages of scriptureare meaningless: “ But whentherighteousturnethaway fromhis
righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all the abominations
that the wicked man doeth, shall helive? All hisrighteousnessthat he hath done shall
not be mentioned; in histrespass that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath
sinned, in them shall he die.” (Ezek. 18.24.) “Wheefore let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest hefdl.” (1 Cor. 10:12.) “ Take heed, brethren, lest therebein
any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.” (Heb. 3:12.)
“Let uslabor thereforeto enter into that rest, lest any manfall after the same example
of unbelief.” (Heb. 4:11.) “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make
your calling and election sure: for if yedo these things, ye shall never fall.” (2 Pet.
1:10.) “For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the
knowledgeof the L ord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they areagainentangled therein,and
overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the begi nning.”
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(2 Pet. 2:20.) “Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; let
him know, that he which converteth the sinner fromthe error of hisway shall save a
soul from death, and shal | hide a multitude of sins.” (James 5:19, 20.)

3. Apostasy is aways gradual; no one crosses the whole distance that lies
between an earnest, devoted life and that of adisorderly oneat one bound. There are
certain symptoms that presage apostasy; a disposition to find fault with everybody
and everything isone, extreme sensitiveness is another. That brother who ceases to
meet and work with the congregation because he thinks he is neglected fin on the
road to apostasy, open and ruinous; his only hopeisto turn back. Repeated absence
fromthe assembly of the saints, withno hindering cause, is a pretty suresign that the
love of the world istaking the place of thelove of Christ and his service. Thetimeto
check apostasy isin its earlier stages. Often a break in the levee of the great river
could, initsfirst stages, be stopped with one shovelful of earth; but, if neglected, it
becomesagreat opening, through which flowsaflood that inundates the country. So
itis“in departingfrom theliving God.” The erring one can easily be turned fromhis
apostate course at first; but when he has become confirmed in an evil life, it is
frequently too late.

4. This little history teaches that in our actions in life we are often controlled
more by our likes and dislikes than by our reason or judgment. There
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isnothing to indicate that the judgment of Demas had changed, no intimation that he
had ceased to believe the gospel or to regard Paul as a Heaven-inspired teacher. He
simply allowed the love of the world to grow upon him until it overbalanced hislove
for Paul and the cause he represented; hence he forsook him. A young man, a good
worker, but of convivia habits had employment in a neighborhood where he had a
number of boon companions. Not a week passed but a night or more there was a
gathering of these, and, when together, they always had a hilarious time of it. The
young man's contract expiring there, he secured a place with a man in acommunity
some distance away. He engaged himself for a certain length of time. His
surroundingshere were wholly different; therewere no companionslikethoseinthe
other neighborhood, no places of resort, and hence no nights of revelry. The people
with whom he now lived were very kind, treated him as a son, did not require
unreasonablework, and paid him hiswages promptly. There being no opportunity to
spendit, hewas savingthe money hereceived. About amonth beforehistime expired
hesaidto hisemployer: “Youwill haveto get another hand; | angoing to leaveyou.”
“Why,” said hisemployer, “what is the matter? Have we not treated you right?” “O.
yes,” replied theyoung man; “| have not aword of complaint to make. | know aswell
asyou do that it is better for meto stay here and,
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when the day's work is over, go to bed and sleep, as | do, and to save my wages, as
| am; but | like the other life better, and | am going.” He was not singular in his
conduct. Many, even in their actions about matters of eternal interest, exemplify the
truth of the couplet:

We know the right, approve it, too; Condemn the wrong, yet the wrong pursue.

This solves many riddles, explains many inconsistent actions. A man drinks,
tarries long at the wine,” until he wastes his property, breaks the heart of hiswife,
brings his children down to rags and tatters, defrauds his creditors, alienates his
friends, destroys his body, and damns his own soul; but ask him at any stage of his
downward course, and he will tell you that he knows a sober life would be infinitely
better—Dbetter for him, better for hisfamily, and better for hiscommunity. Why, then,
does he do it? There is only one possible explanation: He likes it better. Every one
will concedethat man's mental facultiesare superior, infinitely so, tothephysical. On
the one hand, thereisalecture or aliterary exercise that would devel op the mind; on
the other hand, there is an athletic game that is purely physica—aye sometimes
brutal—yet the few attend the former; the many, the latter. Why so? They like it
better. A meeting is going on; the songs, the prayers, the edifying sermons, and the
sweet fellowship of the saints are
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lifting men up to a higher plane, a holier atmosphere; but the great circus
comes—withits spotted horses, its clown with last year's jokes, itstrained riders, its
ground and lofty tumblers, and its bgjewel ed women; and—10!—the meeting is | eft
and the circusis attended. Why so? Only one answer is possible: They like it better.
There was much human naturein that young man's remark.

5. Finally, taste can be cultivated. Thisistruealikein physical, mental, and moral
things. There are certain kinds of food that, at first, are distasteful, but, by continued
use, become palatable. One can cultivate a taste for refined or rude socigty, as he
chooses; the sameis true of wicked or religious company. A person can cultivate a
tastefor light, trashy literature, or for that whichisinstructive and helpful. Sin may
be abhorrent at first, but one may so familiarize himself with it that much of its
ugliness disappears.

Viceisamonster of so frightful mien As, to be hated, needs but to be seen; But, seen
too oft, familiar with its face, First we pity, then endure, then embrace.

When one first enters into the church, for a time the simple service of the Lord's
house may not be interesting, may be even irksome; but by a steadfast continuance
in meeting with the brethren and participating in the service he will become s0
enraptured with it that no ordinary hindrance will keep
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him away. Earthly pastimeswill lose much of their charm, and he can appropriate to
himself the language of the psalmist: “A day in thy courtsis better than a thousand.

| had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of
wickedness.” (Ps. 84:10.)
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CHAPTER XXX.
Good from Seeming Evil.

“But | would ye should understand, brethren, that the thingswhich happened unto
me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel.” (Phil. 1:12.)

Manisshortsighted, restl ess, andimpatient. Helayshisplansfor thefuture—how
he shall attain the end desired; but his best-laid schemeswill “gang oft agley.” Then
he becomes restless and peevish, and concludes that providence and everything el
Isagainst him. He considers the causes as evil, and only evil, that brought about his
failure; but as time goes on he finds that this seeming evil was for his good. The
guotation with which this chapter begins was written by the apostle Paul while a
prisoner at Rome, and it refers to his imprisonment. The supreme purpose of Paul's
life was to preach the gospel. He was “more abundant in labors’ than any of the
apostles. He was never happier than when engaged in the work. There was a very
tender relationship between him and the brethren at Philippi. They werein sympathy
with himin hiswork and rejoiced with him in his success. When he was arrested and
carried away
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and placed in prison at Rome, they sorrowed with him—not specially because of the
physical sufferingsincidentto imprisonment, but because, from ahuman standpoint,
it seemed he would no longer be a factor in the propagation of a cause they all so
dearly loved. A year's experience in prison at Rome has shown him how utterly
groundlessweretheir fears, and hewritesthem the cheering wordsthat instead of his
imprisonment's circumscribing his work, it had “fallen out . . . unto the furtherance
of the gospel.” How could this be and he a prisoner?

1. Paul was allowed unusual liberties for aprisoner. He was allowed to dwell in
hisown hired house, to receive the ministries of hisbrethren, and to preach to all that
came unto him. Much publicity was given to hisimprisonment. Rome wasthen the
capital city of the world, and visitors came there from various parts of the empire.
Many of these, no doubt, being attracted by the fame of the prisoner, went to seehim.
From him they heard thegospel, and carried aknowledge of itto their far-off homes.

2. There were timid disciples then, as there are to-day. Paul's firmness and
fearless manner gave courage to these, who, waxing confident, began to speak the
word without fear.

3. Paul had enemiesthere. These hoping to make hisprison life harder, began to
preach the
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gospel also. Whiletheir motive was bad, those who heard were benefitted.

4. Being confined at one place, Paul had time to write anumber of the books that
go to make up the New Testament Scriptures. All of this, indeed, instead of hindering
Paul's work, simply enlarged hisfield of labor. Surely God knowshow to make the
wrath of man to prai se him.

Thetruthheredeveloped isin perfect harmony with our everyday observation and
experiencein life.

1. There comesaseveredrought. Cropsare cut short, and food stuffsfor man and
beast are scarce. The people complan, thinking that irreparable injury to their
material interestswill follow. Afterwardsit isfound that the fieldswere enriched by
the drought; and having learned lessons of economy, frequently atide of prosperity
such asthey had never known setsin. A long season of financial depressionisalways
followed by more prosperous times.

2. The boy that isreared in poverty, having to bear privation and the burdens of
labor, enviesthe easy and unrestrained lifeof hiswealthy neighbors; yet in the course
of timeitisfound that what hethought was evil, and only evil, wasfor hisgood. The
life of toil and self-denial developed in him a manhood that led to success in life;
whiletheothers, by idlenessand ease, became enervatedand weresimply nonentities.
The burden of labor and
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self-denial fell to my lot in life. From early life my strength was taxed from “early
mornto dewy eve’ onastony farm. | had but few holidays; and, with bitter repinings,
| envied the morefortunate boys, as| thought, of the community. What | then thought
was evil | now see was good. | feel to-day that if | have ever been anything in lifel
owe it to the self-denial and discipline of my youth.

3. Before the war between the Staes, in one of the fertile valleys of Tennessee,
there lived a prosperous business man. He was owner of afine farm and of slavesto
cultivateit. In addition, he was profitably engaged in merchandi sing. He was a man
of dignified bearing, withamind wdl cultured for hisopportunities. Around himwas
gathered an interesting family. He was an ardent politician. His time and the best
thoughts of hislife were given to his business and politics. When the strife between
the sections devel oped into awar, with all hisardent nature he espoused the Southern
cause. His cause was lost; and four years of devastating war, the marching and
countermarching of armiesthrough hisregion, swept away his property, leaving him
in hisold age broken in health and pennil ess. Hisidolswere shattered, and for atime
he brooded gloomily over his misfortune. No silver lining appeared in the cloud that
hung so heavy over hishead. Asthe strained bow must be unbent, so he at | ast sought
relaxation in something
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new to him—the reading of the Bible. Gradually his mind was drawn away from his
worldly misfortunesand becamedeeply interested inthewondrousthingsin that most
wondrousbook. Hislife had been wholly absorbed in business; and he, therefore, had
no religious prejudice to overcome. He accepted the truth as he read it. Oneday he
said to aneighbor: “I wish | could find somebody that preaches that book as | read
it.” He told how he understood men were saved. “Why,” said the neighbor, “if you
will go to a certain place at a certain time, you can hear a man who preaches that
way.” He went, and came away happy in the thought that he had found apeople who
believed as he did. Soon after this he made a journey of twenty-five miles on
horseback to obey thegospel, and thusbecame aChristian only. During theremainder
of hislife he had great peace of mind; was a happy, pious, God-fearing, and devoted
Christian. Not long before his death he spent a week with the writer where he was
holding a meeting. It was then that he rdated the facts of hislife as here given. “I

felt,” he said, “that | was ruined when my property was taken and my political idols
broken; but what | then thought was evil | now see was good. Had no reverses ever
come, | should never have given athought to religion; and instead of grieving over
that loss, | thank God for it. | have no money; | am dependent on my children for the
food | eat and the clothes| wear; but | am a
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happy man. | am near my end; and, through the grace of God, | am sure heaven ismy
home.”

4. An excerpt from my own experience enforcesin my case the truth designed to
be set forth in this chapter. In my boyhood | had an ambition. In my daydreams| saw
myself in an office in atown or city. Around me were many volumes of legal lore. |
saw myself in the crowded courtroom and heard myself plead the cause of my client
beforejudge and jury. | saw large fees from grateful clients. To be alawyer was the
ambition of my life All my reading and study was with that in view. The war cloud
burst upon us. In company with most of the young men in the country, | became a
soldier. Returning home after a service of four years, | found many changes, but no
abatement in my ambition. A man—a rising young lawyer— who had become my
friend during the war, and who afterwards stood in the forefront of the professionin
the State, made me aflattering proposal, opening theway for me to gratify my long-
cherished desire. He of fered meahome whiletaking an additional literary courseand
while pursuing my law studies, and, when prepared to begin the practice, toadmit me
to a partnership with himself. A person who has never had a burning ambition for
years to be a certain thing can have no conception of the temptaion these
propositionswereto me. My strong desire pulled mein the direction of accepting the
very libera offer, but duty directed me
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in another direction. My father and mother were old. The misfortunes of war had | eft
orphaned children to their care. Duty demanded that | should share with them this
burden. Without hesitation, | followed duty and forever turned my back upon the
cherished ambition of my life. To-day | stand thirty-seven yearsthisside of that time.
My coursein life has been whdly different from that of the daydreams of my youth.

Instead of the sedentary life in an office, it has been the active one on the farm;

instead of legal contestsbeforejudgesandjuries, it hasbeen humble, earnest teaching
of the word of God and pleading with peopleto be reconciled to God; instead of the
large fees of the solicitor, it has been, to agreat extent, the self-sacrificing labors of
a preacher in destitute places. While my work has not brought me fame or money, |

thank God—not for the misfortunes of war, but that my feet were turned into a
different path fromwhat | had marked out for them. | had rather be ahumbl e preacher
as | am and preach the unsearchabl e riches of Christ in the highways and byways of

earth, without money and without price, than to occupy thehighest position thelegal

profession could give me. There is still another consideration. When | stood a the
parting of the ways, my feet were just slipping into the chilly waters of skepticism.

The associationinto which | would have been thrown inthe law would have pushed
them on into open unbelief. The humble sphere | chose
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and the association into which | was thrown brought me under theinfluence of the
simplegospe of Christ and saved me from the doom of the unbeliever. For thirty-five
years Jesus has walked with me, cheering my pathway and helping me bear the
burdens of life. Whilefully conscious that my life has been imperfect, yet | have an
abiding trust that, with God's help, | shall at last stand with all the redeemed in the
city of our God.

5. The truth of the leading thought of this chapter is sustained by the following
scriptures: “Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous:
nevertheless afterwards it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them
which are exercised thereby.” (Heb. 12:11.) “Let your conversation be without
covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, | will
never |eavethee, nor forsakethee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord ismy helper,
and | will not fear what man shall do unto me.” (Heb. 13:5, 6.) “And we know that
al things work together for good to themthat love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose.” (Rom. 8:28.) “What shall we then say to these things? If
God be for us, who can be against us?’ (Verse 31.)
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CHAPTER XXXI.
A Few Practical Precepts. (Read Tit. 2.)

When aman has been legally enlistedin an army, he needsto beinstructed in the
duties of asoldier. Without thisinstruction he can never become an efficient soldier.
So it is when a person has submitted himself to the requirements of “the word of
reconciliation,” and thus entered into the army of Christ, he needs to be well
instructed in the duties required of the soldier of Jesus Christ. Thisteachingisfound
in the letters of the inspired apostles. | shall here call attention to Tit. 2, for in the
same space in the New Testament there is, perhaps, not so much and such varied
teaching asisfound there. It aboundsin instruction for all classes. It isthelanguage
of an old preacher to ayoung one, telling him what to teach. Therewere two classes
of preachersin that day. To thefirst classit was said: “ Takeno thought how or what
ye shall speak: for it shall be given you inthat same hour what ye shall speak. For it
IS not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.” (Matt.
10:19, 20.) Of thisclassitissaid: “Andthey were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and
began to speak with other tongues, as
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the Spirit gave them utterance.” (Acts 2:4.) This class could say: “Now we have
received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might
know thethingsthat are freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not
in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth;
comparing spiritual thingswithspiritual.” (1 Cor. 2:12, 13.) To the other classit was
said: “Till I come, give attendanceto reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.” (1 Tim.
4:13.) “ Study to show thyself approved unto God, aworkman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2 Tim. 2:15.) To this class it was
furthermoresaid: “ Thethingsthat thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be ableto teachothersalso.” (Verse2.)
Thefirst classreceived directly through the inspiration of the Spirit what they were
to teach; the second class had to learn from these inspired men (thefirst class). Hence
totheoneclassit wassaid, “ Take no thought;” to the other: “ Study.” Itiswell to say,
in passing, that all preachersto-day belong to the second class, and must learn from
the Bible (which containswhat was revealed to the inspired men) what to teach; and
the man who preaches anything else for the gospel imperils his own best interests.
(Gal. 1:9.) Thismodern-day claimthat men are inspired now as much aswas Isaiah,
Paul, or Peter isa
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species of infidelity more hurtful than the reasonings of such men as Paine and
V oltaire—more hurtful because it comesfrom thosewhoclaim to befollowers of the
meek and lowly Jesus. Paul, who wrote the language to be considered, belonged to
the first class; Titus, to whom it was written, to the second class.

Paul, in making atour among the churches after hisfirst imprisonment at Rome,
had Titus as a companion. They came to Crete, a large island, upon which were a
number of churches and many disciples. These churches were in their formative
period; and not having that order that should belong to churches of Christ, Paul left
Titusthereto “set in order the thingsthat are wanting, and ordain eldersin every city
[church].” Paul continued hisjourney; butthat Titus might be prepared for thiswork,
Paul wrote him thisletter, telling just what to do and what to teach. The churches
there had in their membership the various classes of men and women, and the apostle
gave instruction suitable for all these. Chapter 2 begins with a command to “ speak
thou thethingswhich become sound doctrine.” The modern distinction made between
doctrinal and practical preaching is not warranted in the Scriptures. Now, teaching
the way of salvation to alien sinnersis called “doctrinal preaching,” while teaching
the duty of Christiansis called “practical preaching.” The “sound doctrine” that
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Tituswasto speak related to the duty of the various classesbelonging to the church.

1. “Sound doctrine” for aged men isthat they “besober, grave, temperate, sound
infaith, incharity, in patience.” (Verse2.) A serious, grave deportment becomes age.
Nothing is more disgusting than to see an old man whose locks are whitened for the
tomb acting in a silly, frolicsome way, like the untamed young. As physical vigor
becomesimpaired, oneisinclined tobecomeimpatient. Itis, therefore, necessary that
the aged be admonished to cultivate the grace of patience.

2. “Sound doctrine” for aged womenisfor them to “be in behavior as becometh
holiness, not fal seaccusers, not given to much wine, teachersof good things.” (Verse
3.) Thefield of woman'swork ismore circumscribed than that of man, and, asaresult
of this continual round of duty, sheismore liableto acquire a habit of fault-finding;
hence the warning against fal se accusing; and lest she should seek to impart artificial
vigor to a naturally weakening body, she-iswarned against the use of “much wine.”
“Sound doctrine” alsorequiresthat aged women be “teachersof good things.” Thar
pupils are the younger women, who are to be taught “to be sober, to love their
husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good,
obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed.” (Verses
4,5.) These are duties of the young women mainly in family and
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home affairs, and for them to fall short of these is to blasphemethe word of God.
Aged women, having had long ex perience, are presumed to be qualified to instruct
the young and inexperienced. They obey the injunction to be “teachers of good
things’ not by going into the pulpit or upon the platform, but by going to the newly-
married women, and, of thefullnessof their experience, instructing themin theduties
that rest upon them intheir new relationship and pointing out the difficulties dong
their path. This should be donein akind, motherly way.

3. “Sound doctrine” for young men is that they “be sober-minded.” (Verse 6.)
This requires that they be free from passion, calm, rational, temperate, unruffled.
Y oung menwho arethe opposite of “ sober-minded” areliableto gointo excessesthat
will cause suffering, an early loss of health, and ultimate ruin. | know of no better
way by which ayoung man will be sure of alife of sober-mindedness than to have
regular employment in some useful avocation. Idlenessis the bane of many sections
of the country to-day. Want of employment leadsto | oafing; loafing, often to vidous
associations, which lead to “many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown menin. .
. perdition.” At areasonably early age every young man should make choice of some
honorable avocation, and then bring to bear all his energies in making a successin
that avocation. Too many young men are Lying
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around waiting for something to “turn up.” In this country of ours, with its various
industries and great resources, thereisno excuse for idleness | knew an overgrown,
watery-jointed young man, but full of determination, who sought employment in the
office of the superintendent of along line of railroad. He was told that there was no
vacant place, except tha of the colored janitor, who had recently died. “ Of course,”

said the superintendent, “ you would not want that.” The young manreplied: “1 intend
to be a'railroader,’ and anythingis better than doing nothing.” So he went to work at
asalary of one dollar per month less than his board cost. He was so faithful and did
his work so well that he was given a better job at the end of three months.
Faithfulnessthere secured other promotions, and in less than ten years he was made
an assistant superintendent of the road. A lazy, idle man will never be alive, active
Christian.

4. “Sound doctrine” for the preacher requires him to show himself “a pattern of
good works: indoctrineshowing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, sound speech, that
cannot be condemned; that he that is of thecontrary part may be ashamed, having no
evil thing to say of you.” (Verses 7, 8.) A preacher can only reach the highest point
of influence and usefulness by exemplifyingin his own life the holiness and purity
of the doctrine he preaches. His speech must be sound, but his life must be sincere
and incorrupt. Hislife must be a pattern of
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good works for others to follow. Signboards point out the way, but never travel it.
Preachers should both point out the way and walk in it.

5. “Sound doctrine” for servants is for them “to be obedient unto their own
masters, and to please them well in all things,; not answering again; not purloining,
but showing all good fidelity.” (Verses 9, 10.) As mader and servants are “one in
Christ,” it is required that each shall deal justly and honestly with the other.
Christianity did not abruptly break up existing political and social relationships, but
theoperation of itsprinciplesgradually has corrected, or will correct,all that iswrong
in them. Chridianity isagreat leveler. All—rich and poor, bond and free, wise and
unwise—are brought upon onecommonplane. On one occasonthegreat Wellington,
after he had become famous as the conqueror of Napoleon, went into a chapel to
worship. A humble peasant camein andtook aseat inthe pew by him. Whenthetime
came to kneel in the service, the peasant discovered whose pew he had entered, and,
feeling that he had been guilty of a great breach of propriety, began to move out.
Seeingwhat hewas doing, Wdlington laid hishand uponhim, saying: “ Stay, brother;
we are all equal here.”

6. “ Sound doctring’ for all classesisfor them to deny themsel ves of “ungodliness
andworldly lusts’ andto “live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world.”
(Verse 12.) Duty grows
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out of relationship. No duty devolveswherethereisno relationship. It isonly where
one has a child that the duty of a parent exists; only the manwho stands relatedto a
woman as a husband owes the duty of ahusband. A man, in ageneral way, sustains
three relationshipsin thislife—a relationship to himself, to others, and to God. Out
of these relationships theregrow three classes of duties— soberness, righteousness,
and godliness. The manwho lives up to these reaches the standard of duty laid down
in the Scriptures. Soberness covers the ground of duty one owes to himself;
righteousness, to others; and godliness to God. TheChristian should be a sober man,
having hispassionsunder control and avoiding all excesses; heshould be arighteous
man, being kind, sympathetic, and helpful to all by whom he is surrounded; and he
should at al times bea godly man, submitting reverently to God's will and walking
humbly and trustfully inall hisappointments. Thusliving, he canthen look “for that
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus
Christ; who gave himself for us, that he might redeem usfrom all iniquity, and purify
unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.”
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CHAPTER XXXII.
Unity.

“But if we walk inthe light, as heisinthe light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfromall sin.” (1 John 1:7.)

It should bethe supremedesire of every Christianto sowalk at all timesastofeel
the sin-cleansing efficacy of the blood of Christ and to be in fellowship, concord, or
unionwith all of God's people. Both these ends can bereached only by walking inthe
light. God isthe source of all spiritual light, and that light is conveyed to us through
theBible. Towalk initsprinciplesand preceptsisto “walk inthelight, asheisin the
light.”

The question of fellowship, or unity, among the peopleof God is one of thelive
guestions of the day. The religious world is aroused on the subject as it has never
been before. Few apol ogize for division, while many plead for union. The passage
above quoted enforces the plea for union and points the way to its attainment.

1. Divisionisacause of weaknessin thechurch. (@) From a business standpoint.
Much of the energy and means that should be expended in building
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up the body of Chrig isexpended in buildingup rival factions. Thisisespecially true
in country placesand small towns. Some years ago, on the line of anew railroad out
West, atown was laid out; and when there were only sixty inhabitants, all told, from
the grandmother to the infant inits mother's arms, therewere six preachers working
with might and main to establish six different religious organizations. | know atown,
the county seat of amountain county, that has existed for forty years or more. The
average population isfromfifteen to twenty families. In al thistime there has never
been a house of worship built. About five different shades of religious belief are
found there. Each, more or less, has service in the courthouse or schoolhouse, but
none are strong enough to build. In both these places how much better it would be if
all were one, having “fellowship one with another?” (b) Divison is a cause of
weakness, because adivided Christianity doesnat commend itself to theworld. Jesus
prayed that his people might be one, that the world might believe God had sent him.
(John 17:21.) It is related that on one occasion, when a deputation of prominent
Indianswere on avisit to Washington City on business for their people, a number of
ministers, representing the various churches, took charge of them and showed them
thesightsof thecity, and especially themagnificent church buildings. To the question
put by one of them, “What do you think of our
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religion?” an old chief, with a withering glance from his keen black eyes, replied:
“Go home and agree among yourselveswhat that religion is; thencome, and | will tell
you.” Missionariesin heathen landsfind division in theway of successin converting
the heathen. To obviate this difficulty, they find it necessary to enter into some kind
of comity and present an outward show of unity that really does not exist.

2. The Scriptures condemn division and enjoin unity. “Now | beseech you,
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye al speak the same thing, and
that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the samejudgment.” (1 Cor. 1:10.) “Finally, brethren, farewell. Be
perfect, be of good comfort, beof one mind, live in peace; and the God of loveand
peace shall be with you.” (2 Cor. 13:11.) “Finally, be ye all of one mind, having
compass on one of another, loveas brethren, be pitiful, be courteous” (1 Pet. 3:8.)
“Neither pray | for these [the apostl es] alone, but for them also which shall believe
on me through their word; that they all may beone; as thou, Father, art in me, and |
in thee, that they also may be onein us:. that the world may believe that thou hast sent
me.” (John 17:20, 21.) During the Civil War | saw abrigade of soldierscrossing the
James River on a pontoon bridge—a bridge built upon boats. Beingwell drilled, the
men naturally took the military step,
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all stepping together. Soon the sharp command, “Halt!” came from the commander.
Then they were ordered to take the “rout step,” each soldier to step at will. Theforce
of athousand men all stepping together was about to crush the bridge So if all the
loversof the Lord Jesus Christ would march together, keeping step in theunity of the
Spirit, the powers of sin and Satan would soon be crushed benesth their feet.

3. Seeing that Christians are exhorted to soeak alike, the important question
arises. How can this be done? The way is pointed out in the Scriptures. Peter, in
writing to Christians, says:. “If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God.”
(1 Pet. 4:11.) All speak alike who “speak as the oracles of God” (the Bible) speak.
This gives the rule, and the only rule, by which all can speak the same things. But
Christians are exhorted to walk alike. How may this bedone? The way todo thisis
also pointed out in the Scriptures. “Neverthel ess, whereto we have already attained,
let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing.” (Phil. 3:16.) An architect
has a contract to build astone house. He sends adozen stonecuttersinto the quarry,
giving to each the same rule for cutting the stones. If these men usethisrulein their
work, then the stones will dl fit in their places. “If we walk in the light, asheisin
light, we have fellowship [are united] onewith another.” Each one who walksinthe
light isin fellowship with every
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One else who walks in that light. The way, then, to get in harmony with each other
isto “walk in thelight,” thus getting in harmony with God. Every one who isin
harmony with God isin harmony with all otherswho arein like harmony. A traveler
stopped inthe night in astrange city. Going upon thestreetsthe next morning, hewas
struck with their cleanness. Hoping to learn alesson that would be of sarvicein his
own city, he sought the mayor and asked him how they managed to keep the streets
so freefromfilth. “The way isvery ample,” replied the official. “ Every man sweeps
before hisown door.” Herewas cooperation in agood work, but the cooperation was
by each doing hisown part of thework. So it isthat each Christian, in getting himsel f
in harmony with God, cooperates with every other Christian who isin harmony in
bringing about the unity for which Jesus prayed. Soldierson parade step together by
all following the samesignal. | once stood on an eminenceand saw an army of twenty
thousand or more on theplain below march by the review stand. So far asl was able
to see, the right foot of every one of that twenty thousand struck the ground at the
same instant; so did the left foot. This unity in movement was the result of each
soldier's guiding his steps by the same drum tap. Whenever the soldiers of Jesus
Christ step to the same drum tap, the word of God, then there will be unity among
them.
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4. People living to-day are not responsible for the beginning of the divisions
among Christ's professed followers, as these divisions existed before they had a
being; but each oneisresponsiblefor their continuance to the extent of hisinfluence.
He can “walk in the light” and get himself on the true and only ground of unity; he
can cease to speak, only as the oracles of God speak; he can cease to walk by any
rule, only the divinely-given one.

A friend of minewas engaged in the ministry of theword in acertainsmal city.
This city had the usud variety in churches, each with its preacher laboring to build
it up. One day one of the older preachersissued acdl for the othersto meet himin
consultation. When convened, he unfol ded hispurpose. He said that Satan had charge
of the city, that sin and wickedness were running riot, and that something ought to be
doneto put acheck onthe hurtful work. Hethen said: “| proposethat we all come out
of our ecclesiasticd shellsand join in onegrand union meeting.” He said he believed
such awork would rescue the city from the clutches of Satan. The other preachers,
successively, heartily indorsed the proposition. My friend, being youngest in years
and residence, waslast to speak. He indorsed what had been said about the preval ent
wickedness, about the necessity of something being done, and also indorsed the plan
for aunited effort. “Now,” said he, “if when we come out of our 'ecclesiastical shells
to hold this meeting we
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will crush them so we cannot get back i nto them, | will joinyou heartily inthework.”
He then went on to say that if it was necessary to come out of these “shdls’ to
successfully attack Satan for a month, it was necessary to stay out to keep up the
conflict. Thisreasonabl e proposition wasnot accepted, the ministerstherearein their
“shells,” andthe work of Satan gill flourishes.

Do | need to say more asto how unity among the lovers of Jesus can be brought
about?If so, | repeat the statement: L et all “speak asthe oracles of God,” all walk by
the same rule, and “walk in thelight, asheisin thelight.”
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CHAPTER XXXI11.

The Development and Consumption of the
Man of Sin. (2 Thess. 2:3-8.)

The apostles were incredulous when Jesus had taught the duty of forgiving a
brother even seventimesaday if heshould turn and say, “I repent,” and exclaimed:
“Lord, increase our faith.” (Luke 17:5.) Faith is founded on testimony, and may be
increased by additiona testimony or a better understanding of that already in
existence. Additional testimony to that which we have on thetruth of God'sword and
the certainty of hispromisesneed not belooked for to-day, but abetter understanding
of what existsis cdculated to increase our faith.

Whilethe internal, the typical, the historical, and the monumental evidencesare
strong, in my judgment that from fulfilled prophecy is the strongest and most
convincing. In reply to my question as to how he could explain the correspondence
of the facts, asthey developed centuries afterwards, with the propheciesin both the
Old Testament and the New Testament concerning citiesand peoples, aside from the
inspiration of the writers, an unbeliever said: “| have never been ableto satisfy myself
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about that.” Paul is not spedally classed anong the prophets, yet he wrote some of
the clearest and most striking prophecies to be found in the entire Bible. If | had no
other proof of hisinspiration, thiswould satisfy methat an intelligence above that of
man guided his pen. In hisfirst letter to the Thessalonian brethren he unfolded the
doctrineof Christ's second coming. The brethren thereinferred that this coming was
iImmediate, and, as a result, became unsettied in mind. Hearing of this, the goostle
wrotethem another letter, in lessthan ayear from thefirg, for the purpose, in part at
least, of disabusing their minds. In six verses—chapter 2:3-8, indusive—he points
out a number of great revolutions in human affairs that must take place before the
second advent of Jesus. Heerects, as it weare, a number of milestones along the way
that must be passed beforethe Lord will come. These milestones, inthe order of time,
are: (1) The taking away of a hindering power (verse 7); (2) afallingaway, or agreat
apostasy inthe church (verse 3); (3) therevdation, or development, of the man of sin
(verse 3); (4) the consumption of the man of sin by the spirit of the Lord's mouth
(verse 8).

1. Paul, in foretelling the great apostasy, saidthat “the mystery of iniquity” was
then at work, but that there was a restraining power that hindered and would hinder
unti| taken out of the way. (Verse 7.) What was that hindering power? Some
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take the position that it was the personal presence of the apostle Paul; others, that it
wasthe personal presence of all the apostles. In my judgment, it was neither of these,
but the Roman Government, which at that time was a persecuting power. As long as
the church was persecuted it was kept measurably pure When a man imperiled his
life and all he possessed by confessing Christ, only true men would do so; therefore
tendency to apostasy was only slight. When, though, Constantine, the emperor,
professed to believein Christ, madethe Christian religion thereligion of the empire,
and required that all who held places of profit or trust should be Christians, thenthe
flood gates were opened, insincere and designing men entered the church, and the
apostasy became rapid.

2. Thefalling away. Thiswas such aradical change in the church that it lost its
original form, and the worship in itsoriginal simplidty was destroyed.

3. The man of sin—the same asthe “little horn” of Daniel's vision (Dan. 7) that
wasto “speak grea words against the most High” and “wear out the saints,” also the
same as “Babylon, . . . the mother of harlots and abominations’ (Rev. 17:5). It was
an apostate formof Christianity, having its chief embodi ment in the Roman Catholic
Church, with the pope at its head. The characteristics given by Paul are met with
nowhere else. The man of sin was developed out of the goostasy. The goos-
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tasy resulted fromadeparturefromthetruth. Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that
in the latter times some shall depart from the fath, giving heed to seducing spirits,
and doctrines of devils.” (1 Tim. 4:1.) “For the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and
shall be turned unto fables.” (2 Tim. 4:3, 4)) With nothing but the truth taught,
believed, and practiced, afalling away was impossible. Physical forces may effect
changes instantaneously. Not so with moral forces; they produce their changes
gradually. An earthquake In amoment may rend the massive mountain, atornado in
an instant may lay the forest low and wreck the mighty city. Revolutions in human
affairs, being the result of the operation of moral forces, are effected only by time.
Men may be in the midst of the working of moral forces that will at last effect a
mighty change and not be cognizant of the fact. The forces that brought about the
revolution of our forefathers and gave independence to this country were at work
many decades before the final outbreak came. So of the terrible Civil War that clad
our fair country with the somber garments of mourning. So imperceptible was the
working of these forcestha men lived and died in the time without perceiving them.
From the day when “the mystery of iniquity” began to work un-
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til the apostasy had become so grea that a man of gn, claiming both ecclesiastical
and civil authority, stoodforth, wasover five hundred years. The departuresfromthe
truthwere so gradual that generationscameinto being and passed away, believing all
thetimethey had thereligion of Christ as originally given. The sameistrue of many
who hold to apostate forms to-day. To trace this development from the assumption
of authority by the bi shopsthrough priestly claimsto auniversal bishop, or pope, and
the selling of indulgences, would require more space than can here be appropriated.

4. The consumption of the man of sin. Of the four milestones that stood between
Paul's day and the second coming of Christ, we have passed the first three. Pagan
Rome existsno longer. Thechurchfell away, became corrupted. The man of sincame
into being and dominated theworld for many centuries. Thefourth and last milestone
we are passing now. The man of sin became a mighty power; and while he has |ost
much, he is a mighty power to-day; but as sure as Paul spoke by inspiration, that
certainly he will be consumed by the spirit of the Lord's mouth and destroyed “with
the brightness of hiscoming.” What isthe spirit of the Lord's mouth, and how will it
consume the man of sin?Isaiah (11:4) said: “He shall smite theearth with the rod of
his mouth, and with the breath of hislips shall he slay the wicked.” Hosea (6:5)
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said: “1 have slan them by thewords of my mouth.” John, the revelator, gives this
message from Christ: “Repent; or else | will come unto thee quickly, and will fight
against them with the sword of my mouth.” (Rev. 2:16.) “Out of his mouth goeth a
sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations.” (Rev. 19:15.) “Out of his
mouth went a sharp two-edged sword.” (Rev. 1:16.)

From these quotationsit is dear that the expressions, “sword of my mouth” and
“gpirit of his mouth,” mean the word of God. The word of God, then, is the means
to be used in consuming the man of sin. Thiswill be done by the free preaching and
practice of that word. Theman of sin sought to take theword of God from the people,
and so successful had he been that in the first quarter of the sixteenth century, when
L uther was a young man, there was not a copy of the Sariptures in a known tongue
out in free circulation. Trang ations had been made, it istrue, prior to thistime; but
constables, commissioned to do so, had been so diligent in their search for them that
most of the copies had been burned, and those not burned were hid away in some
secret place. Luther, after he had been condemned as a heretic, was concealed by his
friendsinthe castle of Wartburg. At the end of ayea he came away with atranslation
of the Scripturesinto the German language, which was soon printed. By thistimethe
work of reformation had grown so
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that none dare molest himor prevent the circulation of the translation he had made.
With the circulation of the Bible in a living language, a knowledge of it began to
grow and bear fruit. Thusit was that the consumption of the man of sin by the spirit
of the Lord's mouth (the word of God) began. L uther broke the fetterstha bound the
word of God. It has been free ever since. The circulation of the Scripturesis all the
time on the increase. People are learning more and more of its precious truths and
drinking into its spirit moreand more. Thusitis that the consumption of the man of
sin began when L uther gave theworld afree Bible; and it has been going on, and will
continue to go on, until the work shall be complete. One may say the work goes on
very slowly. Fromahuman standpoint this may betrue. Moral forcesoperate s owly.
It took five hundred years to develop a full-grown man of sin; it may take much
longer to consume him. Nevertheless, it will be done. He was developed as Paul
predicted; and, aspredicted, so he will be consumed.

The man of sin isdoomed; the mouth of the Lord has spoken it. Every one who
teaches or practices the incorrupted word of God is contributing his part to the
overthrow of the man of sin and all falsereligions. May God help all to be satisfied
with the simpleword of God, without addition-or subtraction.



224 THE WORD OF RECONCILIATION.
CHAPTER XXXIV.
“ The Reward of the Inheritance.”

This book—this holiest, this sublimes’, book—

Was sent. Heaven's will, Heaven's code of laws entire,

To man this book contained; defined the bounds

Of vice and virtueand of life and death;

And what was shadow, what was subgance, taught;

Much it revealed—important all, the least

Worth more than what seemed of highest worth.

—Pollok.

By sin man became alienated from God, who, in hisinfinite love, devised away
by which he might be reconciled. Inthe preceding chapters of this book | have tried
to set forth simply and clearly how we are reconciled and how we areto live after
being reconciled as taught in the Bible—" this holiest, this sublimest, book.” It now
remainsto inquire what thefinal reward of alife of serviceto God will be. Thisisa
legitimateinquiry. Men, In the undertakings of thislife, ook forward to the reward.
It helps them to work faithfully if they can seethe reward is sureand great. So it is

in the service of Christ. On one occasion Peter, speaking for the apostles, said to
Jesus: “We have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have
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therefore?’ (Matt. 19:27.) If the apostles had had repiningsover their temporal |osses
infollowing Jesus, theanswer, that when hetook his seat upon thethroneof hisglory
they should sit upon thrones also, was calculated to reconcile them to these | osses.
Duty made it necessary for Moses to give up the most enchanting earthly
surroundingsand prospects; but he could doit cheerfully, “for he had respect unto the
recompense of the reward.” Paul, to encouragethose disciples who were enduring a
great “fight of afflictions,” who were a “gazinggock both by reproaches and
afflictions,” reminded them of the “great recompense of reward.” (Heb. 10:33-35.)
These did, indeed, take joyfully the spoiling of their goods, because they knew that
in heaven they had a“ better and an enduring substance” The Bibleistheonly source
of light upon the problem of man's existence here and hereafter; hence to it we must
go to learn what the final reward of the Christian will be. To prepare our minds -for
what it reveals, afew preliminary thoughts will first be presented:

1. The Biblegivesin gpitome thedramaof human life fromthe time man stepped
upon the stage until the curtain shdl fall and time on earth shall be no more. It isan
arch, one pillar resting in a paradise past, from which man was expelled because of
sin; the other, in a paradise future, where will dwell forever those who have been
washed from their sinsin the blood of Christ. Between
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thesetwo pillarsisthe whole of human life, with its sorrowsand joys, itsfalluresand
triumphs. The Bible givesin synopsis the history of man in his probationary state. A
part of thishistory is actual and a part is propheti c. By “actual history” is meant the
account of events that had already transpired; by “prophetic history” is meant the
account of things He “who sees the end from the beginning” has given through
propheticinspiration. Actual history reaches down from creation to the close of the
New Testament canon; prophetic history, until the close of time. In actual history we
have an account of man's creati on; his primeval home and state; hisfall; hisincrease
in numbers; hiswickedness; the dedruction of theworld of theungodly by the flood
and the repeopling of theworld through Noah, who was saved in theark; the call of
Abraham; the separation of the children of Israel from other nations and the
phenomenal existence of that nation; the birth and mission of John the Baptist; the
birth and ministry of Jesus, his tragic death and triumphant resurrection from the
dead, hisascension to heaven; the outpouring of theHoly Spirit uponthe apostieson
theday of Pentecost; the preaching of “ repentance and remission of sins’ there; of the
establishment of the church, and its growth and upbuildingamong all nations—Jews,
Samaritans, and Gentiles, and, finally, of the writing of the New Testament
Scriptures. In prophetic history is given an account of human
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eventsthat are still future. In this prophetic history isto be found the destiny of the
human family, embracing the reward of the righteous and the doom of the wicked.

2. To strengthen our faith in what is promised in the future, attention is called to
prophecies of things which were future, sometimes hundreds of years, but are now
past.

During the prophetic period there existed some great cities that equaled in
grandeur and stability any of the great cities of to-day. Isasiah (13 and 14) and
Jeremiah (50) predicted thedestruction of Babylon, minutely describing the condition
of the ruins afterwards. These predictions have been fulfilled even in the smallest
particulars. Nahum and Zephaniah predicted the downfall of Nineveh. It was
destroyed as predi cted, anditsruinsbecameadesol ation and grazing placefor flocks,
as the prophets had said. Tyrus, as predicted by Isaiah (23:6), Ezekiel (27:32), and
Zechariah (9:3, 4), was to suffer alike fate. All concurrent history shows that these
predictionswere literally fulfilled. Moses (Deut. 28) and Jesus (Matt. 24) predicted
the destruction of Jerusalem and the dispersion of the Jewish people among all
nations. Jerusalem was destroyed by Titus and his army in the year 70; and the
conditionof the Jewsto-day—dispersed among all nations, yet aseparate and distinct
people—qgives a living attestation to the fact that what has been promised through
inspiration will be lit-
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erally realized. In the fullest confidence in their certainty, we will look for what is
promised to thosewho faithfully serve God.

1. Jesuswill come again. Forty days after Jesus had been raised from the dead he
stood with his disciples upon the mount of Olives. Suddenly he was lifted from the
earth; and, ascending, acloud received himout of sight. Whilethey looked wistfully
in the direction he had gone, two men in white (angels) stood by them and said: “Ye
men of Galilee, why stand yegazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which istaken
up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven.” (Acts1:11.) Paul, in writing to thosewho were disconsol ate over the death
of dear ones, said: “ For thiswe say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which
arealive and reman unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent [or outstrip] them
which are asleep. For the Lord himsdf shall descend from heaven with ashout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall
risefirst.” (1 Thess. 4:15, 16.) Jesus came once as the suffering, bleeding Babe of
Bethlehem; heisin heaven now, but will come again asthe Judge of the living and
the dead.

2. When he comes, the dead will be raised. There was a controversy over the
guestion of the resurrection of the dead in the church at Corinth. To settle the
guestion, Paul wrote 1 Cor. 15. He
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first provesthat Christ wasra sed fromthedead, and fromthisprovestheresurrection
of his servants. He concludes his argument in these words:. “But now isChrist risen
from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept. For since by man came
death, by man came al so theresurrection of the dead. For asin Adam all die, even so
in Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in hisown order: Christ the first
fruits; afterwards they that are Christ's at his coming.” (Verses 20-23.) Christ, “the
first fruits,” was rased the third day after his death; his people, the second fruits,
when he comesagain.

3. When raised from the dead, the children of God will bein the image of the
glorified Christ. “ For our conversationisinheaven; fromwhence alsowelook for the
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto hisgloriousbody.” (Phil 3:20, 21.) “When Christ, whoisour life,
shall appear, then shall ye also appear with himin glory.” (Col. 3:4.) “Beloved, now
are we the sons of God, and it cloth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as heis.” (1
John 3:2.) Asthe glorified body of Jesusisto-day, so will be that of the children of
Godwhen raised aspiritual body inincorruption, in power, andinglory. Thefavored
apostles—Peter, James, and John—had a view of that body on the mount of
transfiguration,
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when his face did shine as the sun and his raiment was white as the light—white as
the snow, so asno fuller on earth could white them.

4. The redeemed, glorified children of God will ever bewiththeLord. “Then we
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” (1 Thess. 4:17.)
When the disciplesweretroubl ed because Jesus had said he was goingto leavethem,
he said “L et not your heart be troubled.... Inmy Father's house are many mansions....
| go to prepare aplace for you. Andif | go and prepare a place for you, | will come
again, and receive you unto myself, that where I am, there ye may be also.” (John
14:1-3.) It foreshadowed untold sorrow and misery for our race when our firg
parents,

Hand in hand, with wandering steps, and slow,
Through Eden took their solitary way
out into that world tha was cursed, there to suffer the consequences of eating

Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste
Brought death into the world, with all our woe;

but the loss of the first paradise will more than be compensated for to the redeemed
when, with the glorified Jesus, they enter the second paradise. The old apostle John,
when on the lonely isle of Patmos, saw in vision this paradise. He saw it
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come down from heaven “as abrideadorned for her husband.” Its gates are of pearl;
itswalls, of jasper; and its streets, of gold. It needs not the light of the sun or of the
moon, for God himself is the light of that city. There is no night there; there is no
pain, no sorrow, no crying, for God himself wipes away all tears; there is no death
there, for all the former things are passed away. Blessed and happy is he who is
accounted worthy to enter there, where he will ever be with the Lord.

We speak of the realms of the blest,
Of that city o bright and so fair;

And oft are its glories confessed,;
But what must it be to be there?

| once stood in view of agreat forest. Every bough and every twig was pendant
with icicles congeded from thefalling rain. | saw the clouds drift avay and the sun
come forth, makingascene brilliant beyond description. Reflected from theseicicles
there seemed to be myriads of suns. Fromthis inspiring sight | went in imagination
to the city of our God, and there beheld the millions of the redeemed, clothed in
garments pure and white, reflecting in their faces the light of the glorious Sun of
Righteousness; and | thought such ascene asthat woul d athousand times compensate
for all the sacrifices we can possibly make for Christ in this world.

May all who read theselines be accounted worthy to enter through the gatesinto
the city.



