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PREFACE.

The distraction which obtains in the Protestant world, touching the Gospel of
Christ, sufficiently evinces that error exists somewhere; in such a case, while all may
be wrong, it is impossible that all should be right: The Evangelist will, therefore,
during the present year endeavor, as heretofore, to correct error by diffusing as much
as possible the Christian doctrine, as it came from the lips of its author and his
immediate followers the apostles. The faith, the order, the morality and the piety of
the divine institution, will be freely and fearlessly written and published without
regard to the favor of friends or the frowns of foes. In short, as always formerly, so
now, we go for the truth—the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.

In regard to literature we deem it so allied to religion as to merit al possible
care, and we purpose, every thing concurring, to follow up the subject of education,
as discoursed of in our preceding volume, with a series of Essays, tending to give a
practical bearing to the scheme which is there exhibited as appearing to us the only
true one Briefly, we are ambitious only to inculcate intelligence and morality of the
highest the purest kind— to aid in the perfection of the species by directing the
attention of our readers to the sources of noblest knowledge,— to duties of the most
imperious obligation, and to the infalible fountains of permanent bliss. Intelligence
and the love of God do render men happy here; and happiness is
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the common ambition of us al. We plead, therefore, in behalf of learning and
religion.

If in the course of our editorial labors, we have, during the last year, been guilty
of any impropriety—if indiscretion has in aught attached to our pen, we hope to leave
it with as many of our other faults as possible, to snare in the oblivion of time
elapsed. We put but an humble estimate upon aught of good that we do, if indeed we
do any at al. This poverty of effect, however, is only an additional reason that we
should be rich in effort, and endeavor to make up as much as possible, deficiency of
result by abundance of labor, and nobleness of purpose. We intend, therefore, as long
as we live, to give ourselves to the cause of God and man—the Christian religion:
and never to faint or grow weary.: come good, come ill; come weal, come woe, our
intention is fixed; for our reason approves what our soul loves—the cause of God and
his Messiah. To this we are eternally committed.

There is great outcome in man. He can be improved. It is perfectly possible for
us to reform. Let us then go forward, onward and upward, till we are what God
would have us to be, and till we are presented faultless, by Jesus Christ, before the
presence of his glory with exceeding joy.

Finaly, we wish al our readers, and, indeed, all our brethren, a happy New Year.
We tender them in this. manner the compliments of the season, with the most sincere
affection, and the most anxious desire for their improvement in all knowledge, in all
duty, and in al happiness. May grace, mercy, and peace from God and from Jesus
Christ our Lord, descend upon them, and continue with them. W. S.
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The Net
A DISCOURSE OF THE GOSPEL.

"Fear not; from henceforth thou shall, catch men".—LIKE, 6th ch.

The Protestant world is divided on the use and practical utility of some of the
most important terms in the Gospel of Christ —such as regeneration, conversion, the
Holy Spirit, the pardon of sin, baptism &c; one part holding it as dangerous error to
apply "to the present condition of Christians a this day, those titles, phrases,
propositions and arguments which belong solely to Christianity at its first institution;"
another part understanding these phrases to signify nothing more, says Archdeacon
Paley, "than that gradua amendment of life and conversation which reason and
religion sometimes produce in particular Christians, of which interpretation it is truly
said, that it degrades too much the proper force of language." Lastly: says this
eminent philosopher, "a third sort in order to satisfy these expressions to their full
extent, have imagined to themselves certain perceptible impulses of the Holy Spirit
which in an instant, and in a manner no doubt sufficiently extraordinary, they are
"regenerated,” and, "born of the Spirit,"” chosen and sealed without a possibility of fall
unto final salvation." The last two of the above errors consist in abandoning the
original import of the titles, terms, and phrases in question and in giving to them a
new sense and, as Dr. Paley very properly observes, "extremely foreign from the
design of their authors." As for this philosophic divine himself he is willing to be
most candid and ingenuous in the development of his sentiments on this point and
says in answer to the above parties, who have put a new sense on old terms, that
these titles and phrases such as "regeneration,” conversion,” 'born to God," "born of
the Spirit," "new creature,” pardon of sins,” "baptisn for remission of sins" &c.
signify nothing; nothing, that is, to us; nothing
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to be found or sought for, in the present circumstances of Christianity."

No man, perhaps, better understood the protestant world in his day, or was better
gualified to judge of its actual condition, as to the gospel of Christ, than was this
dignitary of the Anglican church. His talents, his erudition, and profession aike fitted
him both to know and to decide upon the difference between the Christian religion as
it came out of the hands of its author and the profession as it now exists in
Christendom. "His was a mind of great powers;" says his biographer; "and in genera
he employed it for the noblest ends. His moral and theological works reflect the
highest honor on his memory."

The disingenuous subtlety and interested sophistry which are generally employed
for wresting the scriptures, and the affixing of new and foreign senses to the titles,
phrases, and propositions of the original gospel, were abhorrent to the mind of this
great man; and athough he regarded certain matters in our religion as now obsolete,
it was not because he did not perfectly understand and cheerfully admit their original
and solemn significance in the apostolic age; for the incidents accompanying primitive
conversion, that is, conversion by the true gospel, never were and perhaps never will
again be described by the pen of mortal in such sweet and a the same time such
brilliant language as they have been by Dr. Paley.

"The conversion of a grown person from heathenism to Christianity,” says this
learned divine, "which is the case of converson commonly intended in the epistles,
was a change of which we have no just conception; it was a new name, a new
language, a new society, a new faith, a new hope, a new object of worship, a new
rule of life; a history was unfolded full of discovery and surprise: a prospect of
futurity was disclosed beyond imagination awful and august; the same description,
though not entirely, applies in a great part to the conversion of a Jew. This,
accompanied as it was with the pardon of every former sin, was such an era in a
man's life, so remarkable a period in his recollection, such a revolution of every thing
that was most important to him, as might well admit of those strong figures and
significant allusions by which it is described in scripture; it was "a regeneration” or
"a new birth;" it was to be "boRN again of God,” and "of the Spirit;" it was to be
"dead to sin" and "alive from the dead;" it was to be "buried with Christ in baptism;"
it was "a new creature;” "a new creation;" it was a translation from the condition of
"daves' to that of "sons;"
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from "strangers and foreigners' to be "fellow citizens with the saints and of the
household of God"

Could, now, any of all who are struggling to restore the true gospel in its "titles,
phrases, propositions, and arguments,” have guided the pen of this eminent
philosopher and divine to a more correct or striking description of what conversion
was by the primitive gospel? We presume not. The Dr. proceeds.

“At the time the scriptures were written none were baptized but converts, and
none were converted but from conviction; and conviction produced for the most part
a corresponding reformation of life and manners. Hence baptism was only another
name for conversion; and conversion was supposed to be sincere; in this sense was
our Saviour's promise: "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;" and in the
same the command to St. Paul: "Arise and be baptized and wash away thy sins" this
was the baptism "for the remission of sins' to which St. Peter invited the Jews on the
day of Pentecost; that "washing of regeneration,” by which as St. Paul writes to Titus,
"he saved us." Now, when we come to speak of the baptism in most Christian
churches at present, where no conversion is supposable, or possible, it is manifest,
that, if these expressions be applied a all, they must be applied with extreme
gualification and reserve"

The errors of the profession in the last century, pointed out by Dr. Paley are not
yet corrected in the present; there are many still who substitute frames and feelings
and perceptible impulses, for the faith and obedience of the gospel; and there be
many who hold with this learned Dean, that "no change equal or similar to the
conversion of a heathen can be experienced by us or by anyone educated in a
Christian country."

Upon the whole, the profession may, even at this date, according to Dr. Paley's
view of it, be divided into those parties who "retain the same language” with the
apostles, but apply it in a new and foreign sense: and those other parties who reject
the language altogether and regard it as belonging solely to Christianity at its first
ingtitution;" to this latter class Dr. Paley, in the most frank and manly manner,
avowed himself attached, and, in the sermon from which these quotations are derived,
delivered July 7th. 1777, in the Cathedral church of Carlisle, at the visitation of the
Right Reverend Lord Bishop, declares that he offers "no apology for addressing this
subject to his audience.”

| reckon it of excellent utility for the patrons of original Christianity to know the
true state of the evangelical profes-
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sion in this our day; and as sects have not changed since the area of Dr. Paey's
decease, 1805, his judgment of the relative positions of parties and the aspect which
their interpretation and application of "titles phrases propositions and arguments' bare

to the true faith and gospel of Jesus Christ, is deservedly estimable.

But, now, if ancient conversion was a matter of which the parties of the present
day have, as Dr. Paley says, "no conception:" if the original baptism was only another
name for conversion: further, if the baptism which obtains in most churches of the
present day, is divested of every supposable or possible idea of conversion or
regeneration, or a new birth or a death to sin, or a new name, or a new language, a
new society, a new fath, a new hope, a new object of worship, and a new rule of
life; and findly, if conversion itself be by a large proportion of protestants degraded
from its original and intelligible character as a reception of "the facts, precepts and
hopes of Christianity,” and transformed into a series of frames, feelings, and, as our
philosophic divine says, imaginary and perceptible impulses of the Holy Spirit, may
we not conclude— nay, are we not irresistibly impelled to conclude, that the ministry
of the present day are .fishing without the net? "I will make you fishers of men."
Matth. 4th Chap.

"Baptism,” says Dr. Paley, "was only another name for conversion" with the
primitive Christians. There was, therefore, in the act of converting and baptizing men
according to the original gospel something exceedingly striking, and illustrative of the
figure used in the above scripture by our blessed Lord. Conversion was a "fishing of
men:" it was a drawing or pulling to shore men caught by the net of the gospel. The
Protestants may be said, without any violation of truth, to resemble those who go a
fishing on dry land and draw their net without casting it into the sea; or they
substitute another net for the one delivered by Christ to the apostles, or they reect
the original bait, or they hope to catch fish by their theories and oratory concerning
the profession.

The occasion of the apostle Peter's conversion to God by our Lord Jesus Christ
was a proper one, and most affecting withal: The great deliverer of our family had
come; the Messiah had appeared: that blessed one who was the desire of al nations
generaly, and of the people of God in particular, was manifested, and stood before
the Jewish nation clothed with the glory of the only begotten of the Father full of
grace and truth.
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He had entered upon his public ministry—the duties of his royal embassy. This great

functionary of heaven was by the lake Genessaret urging onward the ends and

purposes of his own blessed mission to the Jewish nation and struggling by public

orations, addresses, preachings and teachings, to illuminate the body of the people in

the first principles of the kingdom of heaven. The crowd on this occasion was
immense and so eager to obtain a sight of this wondrous messenger that they seem to
have pressed him to the very verge of the sea till there was scarce left him room to
stand.

"And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the word of
God, he stood by the lake of Genessaret, and saw two ships standing by the lake: but
the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. and he entered one
of the boats which was Simon's, and prayed him that he would thrust out a little
gpace from the land. And he sat down and taught the people out of the ship.

"Now, when he had left speaking he said to Simon, launch out into the deep and
let down your net for a draught. And Simon answered and said unto him, sir, we
have toiled all night and have taken nothing; nevertheless at thy word | will let down
the net; and when they had done this they inclosed a great multitude of fishes, and
their net brake: and they beckoned to their partners which were in the other ship, that
they would come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats so that
they began to sink. When Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus knees, saying, depart
from me for | am a sinful man, O Lord. For he was astonished and all who were
with him at the draught of fishes which they had taken; and so were aso James and
John the sons of Zebedee who were partners with Simon; and Jesus said unto Simon
"fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men." Luke 5th chap.

"Nevertheless at thy word | will let down the net:" "at thy word;" Of what eterna
importance is it in religion to attend to the word of Christ! Had Peter declined or
refused to let down the net on the present occasion, agreeably to the instructions of
Christ, he must inevitably have let dlip a moment for making the most interesting
draught that had ever distinguished his labors on the bosom of the dark Galilee. But
the excellent conception which the man had formed of the authority, power and
benevolence of the Lord Jesus, impelled him promptly, even against experience and
his own judgment, to do as he was directed. His obedience was accordingly rewarded
by a corres-
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ponding result as munificent as it was astonishing, so that they filled both boats
amost to sinking. What a pretty figure Peter would have made on this thrilling
occason had he felt above obeying the word of our Lord. A much worse figure,
however, do those silly fishermen make, who go to the business of fishing men
without regard to the instructions of Jesus and the example of the holy apostles, and
like Dr. Paley, and those whose doctrine he impugns, either cast away the net
altogether, or take up another instead of the apostles one, which accomplished such
wonders and made such overwhelming draughts in the primitive ages of our holy
religion. In vain do these weak fishermen give the scriptural name to their own
unscriptural net and hope to catch fish by arts which did not originally belong to the
profession.

Paley argues that the maxims which would apply Christianity in its primitive
form, to the world as now circumstanced is irrational, and the result of ignorance;
that is, it is irrational to apply to the condition of Christians at this clay those titles,
phrases, propositions and arguments which belong to Christianity solely at its first
Institution.

This sentiment of the Archdeacon's ought, in my humble judgment, to be
admitted, if admitted at all, with extreme caution; for who could tell how much might
be clipped out of the origina institution by its unqualified admission. Who could say
how much of its morality, piety, faith, order, and other matters and things might be
shorn from Christianity by the practical application to it of so sweeping a rule.
"Titles, phrases, propositions, and arguments’ make up, indeed, amost the entire of
our religion.

To begin with titles. Take from God's people (the name of their leader, our Lord
Jesus Christ) the name "Christian."— Deny to them the titles of his disciples, saints,
redeemed, saved, sheep, flock, people, nation, &c. Then why not style them every
thing and any thing that either the malice or folly of either friends or foes may
suggest? This, indeed, the secular professors of all ages have done, and in conformity
with Paley's sentiment of the nugatory and obsolete character of the origina titles,
have called themselves, and one another, every thing from Roman Catholic to
Tunkard. The names of persons and things are greatly and profoundly sacred when
bestowed by God; and it has pleased him on divers occasions, since the beginning of
the world, to give names and designations to both persons and things. He named that
first and fairest thing, light, and al its
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sister elements. He named Adam, and Abraham, and Jacob, and Jesus, and styled him

his anointed; and in honor of him, he named his own people Christians, by his Spirit
in the mouth of the Apostle, thus "If any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be
ashamed, but let him glorify God on this account." In this other scripture also "If you
be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are you." Further, in the following also,
"the disciples were called Christians first at Antioch." Now, if the name "Christian,"

thus given to the brethren by the Holy Spirit, had not been intended of God as the
style and appellation by which the brethren should in all future ages be known, we
may well suppose that the Holy Spirit would as soon have recorded with Apostolic
authority the place where the disciples were first called "Nazarenes," as that they

were called Christians first at Antioch. Differing toto caelo, therefore, from the

Doctor, | reect with abhorrence the sentiment that would deplume, divest and denude

the church of God of the names, titles, styles, and designations which were in the
beginning awarded to her by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit; and | regard with
unfeigned sorrow the practice of many self-styled reformers who, by tamely accepting

a the mouth of enemies the vulgar appellatives of the day, tacitly consent to the
abjuration of that name, which, of all appellatives, the followers of the Lamb might
be supposed most desirous to wear, the name "Christian." Those who desire to see
the origina institution restored to society in its pristine beauty, simplicity, order and

loveliness, should resolutely oppose al innovation on this point, and, if they have

begun their profession by obeying the Gospel, let them at that time assume his name;
let the true Gospel be to them what Doctor Paley says it was to those who received it
in the primitive age, "a new name" a least; and under covert of the name
"Christian," let al the brethren seek to promulge the original Gospel to the utmost
bounds of Christendom, and of the world. Nothing is wanted to triumph in such
matters but decision, resolution and determined fidelity: both the world and the

contumacious sects are compelled oft times to do homage to resolute hearts and

righteous lives. Take the name "Christian" and let us speak of each other as saints,
disciples, redeemed, the saved, the flock of God; and if our conversation is becoming
the gospel, the world and professors will finally call us "Christians,” &c.

The Archdeacon was certainly one of the most clear headed and commanding
philosophers and divines of the last century. Knowing, therefore, his authority, with
many, we comment the
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more readily upon his maxims, the more freely too inasmuch as we view with great
distrust the sentiment which would dismantle the Christian temple of its sacred and
pristine ornaments; and either regect the titles, terms, styles, and appellations of the
holy people, or exchange them for others of our own imagining.

But may not this rule of rendering obsolete the things of original Christianity, if
not applied with extreme caution to our religion, sweep away from it matters of still
more fundamental importance than mere verbiage? If the propositions and arguments
by which they are sustained, are to be shaken and loosened, and thrown down and
regjected, on the plan of Mr. Paley, then | know not what, of all that is contained in
our religion, may survive. This dignitary accordingly reckons among these things
which have become nugatory, "baptism for remission of sins” "conversion,” "birth by
water and Spirit;" "death to sin;" "the gift of the Holy Spirit," &c, matters which are
of the very essence of the gospel of Christ, and which, if thrown out as obsolete,
would leave the New Testament disemboweled of the glad tidings of salvation. We
heartily agree with the learned Dean, that modern experience is not the ancient
gospel,—that dreams and ecstasies, frames and feelings, hallucinations and spiritual
Impulses, are not original conversion; still we think the Doctor equally distant from
the truth with all those who patronize and plead for those vagaries.

“Cagt the net on the right side of the ship and you will find," cried our Lord
Jesus to the disciples. "And they drew the net to land full of great fishes one hundred
and fifty and three; and for al there were so many, yet was not the net broken."

This was a rich draught, and yet Peter was more successful in catching men the
first time he tried it. See him on the day of Pentecost when he threw the Gospel net
into the waters of Jerusalem:—baited, captured, caught, he drew from the bosom of
the baptismal waters in a day, 3,000 souls. "As many, it is written, as gladly received
the word were baptized, and there were added to the church that very day three
thousand souls." Surely Peter cast the net on the right side of the ship on this great
and celebrated occasion, and yet there is far more in the fact that on this occasion he
cast in the right net. Yes, at this moment the true net was employed, and, we may
say, by a true man, and in a true manner also; for although there were so many, yet
was not the net broken. The Gospel, after it had caught and enclosed this multitude
of men, was again thrown immediately even within the holy temple of God, and the
number of
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converts was swelled to five thousand: and again it was thrown, and multitudes more,
both men and women were the more added to the Lord: and it was thrown again, and
myriads of the priests were obedient to the faith: and again, and even the enemies
were forced most unwillingly to say to the fishermen, Peter, James and John, "ye
have filled Jerusalem with this doctrine."

What, then, was this conversion which proceeded apace in Jerusalem in so
wonderful a manner? According to Mr. Paley it was simply the "conviction" that
Jesus whom they had crucified was the Messiah, and baptism: this disclosed to every
one who believed it a history full of surprise; a prospect of futurity was unfolded
beyond imagination, awful and august: and it was to every one who received it, a
new fath, a new hope, a new society, a new Spirit, a new life, a new Lord,
Redeemer and Savior.

The Dean's error consists in imagining that al the words and phrases, names and
tittes employed by the Apostles to adorn and exalt the profession of our religion,
were given to the first Christians in reference to the heathen world, which being now
removed from our observation leaves them all empty and totaly insignificant, as
respects the present state of Christianity.— Whereas they were given, not on that
account alone, but aso, and perhaps chiefly, with reference to the fallen and
preternatural condition of the human family, from which it would have required to be
redeemed, even if idolatry had never found its way into the world.

“ Arguments."—The remission of sins is, with those who proclaim the gospel in
its original terms, one of the most powerful arguments that Heaven proposes for the
obedience of the Gospel. Divest the glad tidings of this, and what remains to bring
the people to repentance, and, finally, to baptism, which is what is meant in scripture
by obeying the Gospel, and what the learned gentleman already named, says, was in
the primitive age, only another name for converson? When this episcopa dignitary
had rejected remission of sins from our religion, he had only to proceed one step
further on his own plan, that is, from argument to proposition, and then he would
have lopped off the proposition that "Jesus died for our sins” One step beyond this,
and then the rule would have nullified the Messiahship itself.

What a pleasing reflection it is that we enjoy the liberty of turning away from
all modern leaders to Christ himself. "You
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have one master,” says the New Testament, "the Messiah." It is exceedingly grateful
to the soul, and refreshing as cool water to the parched lip, to retire from the
confusion and jargon which characterize the writings of modern divines, and to
commit our weary spirits to the good guidance of the inspired teachers.

Every person is attracted and attached to the Lord by his special pleasure. Some
have their minds pervaded, and their affections won by the great truth, that our
Redeemer is the Son of God. This truth dwells on their mind and on their tongue: his
royal offices excite the admiration of others, and they glory in Christ as their king,
prophet and priest. A third class are overwhelmed by the facts of the Gospel, and
amazed a the stupendous results of the death, burial, resurrection and ascension of
the Son of God. Another portion of hearers are affected by the purity of its morals,
while others are enlisted by its excellent and Godly principles of faith, love and hope;
the immediate remission of sins catches one; the hope of participating in the blessings
and sanctifications of the Holy Spirit engages another; adoption another, regeneration
another, and the blessed propositions and arguments of salvation, redemption,
judtification, and immediate consecration, others. To abandon these terms is to
abandon the propositions and arguments contained in them, and to denude the Gospel
of all beauty and variety whatever. | could not, by the most extravagant fancy
imagine to myself the period when the Gospel would not be to every unpardoned son
of Adam precisely what it was to the first Christians, "a new name,"” &c. To men of
the Archdeacon's sentiments, therefore, the Gospel is positively lost, even with the
Scriptures in their hand: and athough it may be asked by these men, how can this
be? the gospel lost with the Bible in our hand! Can a sickle be lost to the man who
has it in his hand? Can a flute be lost to him who looks upon it? or a mould be lost
to the person who sees it lad at his feet? or a bowl to her who holds it in her hand?
or a net to such as spread it abroad? Can a man be said to have lost his arm when
his eyes behold it, and he has it affixed to his shoulder where nature put it? Yes, if a
neighbor, either ignorantly or by design, has straightened the sickle, and turned its
teeth in the wrong direction, it is lost to the husbandman. If he owned the harvest of
a world, he could not reap a handful with it. And if the parts of a flute are
misplaced, if the mouthpiece be made the middle, it is lost to the musician; Orpheus
himself, or old Timotheus who drew an angel from the skies, could not make music
upon it. A mould may lie at its



OF THE TRUE GOSPEL. 15

maker's feet, but it may be broken; and the lady may hold in her hand the parts of
the bowl that ha3 just been dashed to pieces, and a man may spread his net on land
and not in the river, and a man's aam may be where nature put it, and yet be lost,
entirely lost to him; because it may be the subject of a deadly paralysis. Now the
Gospel, is a pickle for ministers of Christ to reap the great harvest of the Son of
Man. It is a net. It is an instrument whose parts will not bear to be disordered; it is,
the apostle says, a "Mould"—a "form of sound words' —a cup of salvation—God's
arm—his power; and the derangement of it is the parayzing of the evangelical power
of the God of Heaven. Transpose its terms, or reject one of them, and you either
maim or derange the Gospel. Hymeneus and Philetus, in Paul's day, taught "that the
resurrection was already past." This annihilated the hope of al, and the apostle says it
overthrew "the faith of some." When the Gospel elements are confounded then, or
mis-taught, the mould is lost, and requires to be restored to its own proper, beautiful
and evangelical order.

But, verily, it is not the mere order or form of the Gospel which is annulled by
the rule adopted by the learned Dean. The matter as well as the form is reected:
remission of sins is one of the most substantial of all its blessings. now let baptism
for remission of sins be repudiated, and baptism without conversion or remission,
either possible or supposed, be substituted in its room and stead, as the Doctor says is
the case in amost al Christian Churches now-a-days, and then say whether
Christianity supplies any other medium for the pardon of the convert or the
administration of remission to any son of Adam. The person who misplaces the
elements of the Gospel, destroys its form; but he who boldly rejects one or more of
these elements breaks in upon the very matter of the Gospel itself and makes it
necessary to restore it, not only in order, but in fact: and the sentiments of the
discourse delivered before the Lord Bishop of Carlisle, in 1777, are of this dangerous
and destructive nature.

All the sources of history, as opened in the writings of the ancients—Cadmus,
Acissilaus, Herodotus, Thucydides, Ctesias, Zenophen, Polybeus, Diodorus, &c, have
been wisely and profitably appealed to by men in the modern world who desired to
excel as historians. The great works and examples of Hesiod, Homer, Virgil, Horrace,
&c, have been studied and imitated by such as are eminent for poesy. Physicians,
orators, painters, sculptors, philosophers, statesmen and generals have studied
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the ancients and become improved by their writings, for verily it was by no means
impossible to excel the ancients of Greece, Rome and Assyria in either their deeds or
writings, for they were not inspired; but who could have imagined that any one, with
the senses common to the species, would have hoped to improve the Gospel in matter
or form, after reading in the most ancient and authoritative book in the world, that it
was spoken infalibly by the Apostles as "the Spirit gave them utterance?' yet does
not that man, who either regjects its matter, or destroys its form or changes the import
of its terms, propositions and arguments, practice upon such a hallucination, false
philosophy, or mock divinity?

How extravagant to turn out as a fisherman for Jesus Christ —to affect to "catch
men" for him, and at the same time refuse to be guided by the infallible example of
this very man Peter, to whom our Lord said, "Henceforth you shall catch men!" Very
different was the behavior of the eleven Apostles toward Peter on the day of
Pentecost, Acts, 2d Chap.; for till he cast the Gospel net, not a man of them
presumed to go to work in this business. He spoke, not they; and under covert of his
origina annunciation all of them began their evangelical labors, but now-a-days a
party preacher would as soon learn the Gospel from Satan himself as from the
infallible Peter.

We beseech the reader therefore, to turn over to the Gospel as preached by this
eminent Apostle on the day of Pentecost, Acts 2d Chap, and to study it as it came
from the lips of this man. The reader can learn it for himself if he chooses to do this
repeatedly; read the discourse in the above chapter with pious care for the truth and
for the salvation of your own soul; you have been redeemed by the blood of the Son
of God, and said discourse assures you, that, if you reform in the name of the Son of
God and obey the Gospel—if you repent and be baptized, you shal be pardoned all
past sins and be made the joyful partaker of every grace.

We are al dead in law from having sinned against God? but the Son of God has
assumed our responsibility and died under law that the blessing of Abraham might
come upon us— that we might be pardoned and receive the Holy Spirit. Heaven has
set an inestimable value on the blood of Christ and called it precious. do not trample
upon it, O reader! The scriptures inform us that the animal blood shed from the days
of the fall of man and which was intended to keep alive in society the fact that man
then forfeited his blood, was but a symbol of
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the blood of Christ and to be presented at God's atar only until the appearance of
Jesus our Lord. Animal life was not a proper substitute for rationa life; that is, for
man; but the appearing of Christ in our behalf is to be accepted in all cases. His
dignity, infinite excellence, majesty, honor and matchless grandeur, inspire us with the

most solid assurance that as the Son of God for the son of man, the Lord of all for
al, the greater for the less, the just for the unjust, his offering is accepted by God.
The soul of man has something here whereon to rest— the offering of one infinitely
excellent for worms of the dust. The terrors of a defiled conscience are dissipated the
moment a man is pardoned according to the Gospel.

Perhaps you do believe, why then not obey? why not be baptized? Is further
illumination on the subject necessary? What point in the Gospel is it that is yet
doubtful? Do you believe in Jesus as the Son of God? Has this great truth taken a
gracious hold of your heart? Or do you feel that you have not repented, that is,
reformed your life? Why not begin now then? God says "To day, if you will hear my
voice.

Know assuredly that mankind are in a state of degradation and respite and that as
the Jewish passover was commemorative of the departure of that people from Egypt,
as our supper is a memorial of Christ's death, the Lord's day, of his resurrection, and
the Sabbath of the creation of the world, so bloody sacrifice, or the ancient ritual of
the true religion of the old world was nothing but a memorial of the fall of man, a
ceremony to keep alive this dangerous and destructive event. So that the sin of the
Jews and al other nations were not taken away by all the blood that was spilt but
only kept in remembrance till Christ.

You cannot possibly escape, therefore, the most irreversible doom if you trample
upon his blood and refuse to reform. The fall of man and his redemption by Jesus
Christ are the grand features of divine revelation and you are responsible for
repentance. You are created with a sense of duty and from this is derived your
responsibility to God. In Adam and Jesus we have God's justice and mercy displayed
on a scale infinitely extended—a scale commensurate with the greatness of his name
and in a case intensely interesting to man.

Do you remember that it was God who announced the great element of belief in
our religion—the matter to be believed in order to baptism and the remission of
sins? "Behold my Son, the beloved, in whom | deight" What a matchless
introduction! did ever father on earth so speak of his son? did ever the
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most polished times, the most kingly manners, or roya dignity inspire any potentate
to give such an introduction to his son? "My Son, the Beloved, in whom | delight."
How noble in expression! how pregnant of affection! Charles who presented his
kingdom to his son Philip, was incapable of such dignity; and no introduction, that he
ever gave of his son, to his high estates, thrones and princedoms, ever reached in
simplicity of expression or beauty and feeling of thought the royal oracle of the
Divine Father. Of al the gems in the ocean of reveded religion this is the most
precious. This is the pearl of great price; the tried gold of the holy scriptures. the
diamond which won the faith and secured the admiration and sustained in death the
trial of all martyrs.

We beseech thee, sinner, therefore, to believe in Christ, and to this purpose, to
read the scriptures with the holy and reverend desire to understand them. The errors
which we have in this discourse been pointing out and correcting, and the parties and
persons guilty of them must answer for themselves; their mistakes do but enhance our
obligations and duty, for we ought to improve by them and for this purpose should
pay greater attention to the scriptures than they have done. Yield not to former
prejudices or passions. your education in religion may have been wrong, and though
you may not have incurred any personal guilt in receiving error you will incur it if
you do not correct it by the Scriptures. There is no apology for ignorance of God and
of his ways.

And now may grace mercy and peace from God and from Jesus our Lord be with
al who love God: and to his name be all praise. W. S

Study of the Scriptures.

NUMBER |I.
The sacred history may be divided into six epochs, namely.
1st From the Creation to the Flood, 1656 years
2nd From the Flood to Abraham's call, 2083—427 "
3d From Abraham to the first passover, 2513—430 "
4th From the Passover to King Saul, 2909—396 "
5th From Saul to the Captivity, 3468—559 "

6th From the Captivity to Christ, 4004—539 "
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1st. The first three of the above epochs include the Patriarchal ages; the last three
treat of the affairs of the Jews under judges, kings, and pontiffs or high priests.

2nd. The first of the Patriarchal epoch's is distinguished for many grand

points,—as the Creation of the world and man; the Paradisaica state; the trial of our
original parents in knowledge in the naming of animals, the sentiment of kindness
towards man impressed on the animal creation; the trial of our first parents in duty;
thelr perseverance in trial; their temptation to depart from duty; their violation of the
law of God; their fall and change of state; their fear and shame; prevarication and
guilty palliation; their sentence and their expulsion from paradise. The birth of Cain
and Abel, and the origin of a worship founded on faith. The death of Abel and the
birth of Seth; the age and death of Adam with the greatness and longevity of the
entire species anterior to the Deluge.

Now, we would ask individuals, especially parents and evangelists, who are
engaged in the education of their families and the church of God, if this fountain of
noble thought has not been opened by the God of heaven for the gracious purpose of
religious instruction and the enrichment of our souls in the most important kind of
knowledge. Every point, every topic which distinguishes this original epoch of the
history of man, should be spoken of separately and singly till perfectly understood;
indelibly imprinted on the mind, and treasured up in the storehouse of the memory as
the most invaluable knowledge. This business of catechizing families and classes of
disciples, on particular parts and parcels of Scripture and the sacred history, is one
which we are exceedingly anxious should be adopted by our readers. The hints, and
plans, and diagrams which we have during the last year published in our periodical
will not we trust be suffered to perish from the recollection and practice of such as
have carefully read them. We know that there are individuals who are not ambitious
of improvement; we have to confess with sorrow that some have bowed to the
original Gospel who are far—very far from any thing like anxious care for God and
the elevation of the character of the church; but there are also persons among us of a
different stamp—men who have the God of heaven and the glory of his Son Jesus
Christ in their hearts in al their pursuits.

| shall continue my essays on the study and reading of the Scriptures. and to stir
up my readers | shall occasionally put a
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guestion to them which they may answer to me by letter. Here are one or two.

Is there any reason assigned in Scripture why our Heavenly Father permitted
Satan to tempt our first parents? If there is, what is it? If there is not, does our
highest reason, or our knowledge of men or things or of the ways of God or the
business of the world suggest any explanation of the fact?

These my readers will perceive are questions on a point in the first epoch or
period of the six divisions of the sacred history.
W. S

Classic English Schooal.

In our former pieces on Education to the Governor, we advanced no new
principles; but we are impelled to believe that the classification of the things of the
school-course, into those of nature and art, of society and religion, may be made
available in two points at least, viz: the division of labor; and the more accurate
arrangement of the school-course itself.

1st. Touching the division of labor: we hazard the assertion, that nothing in the
profession is more embarrassing and impoverishing to the teacher than the fact of his
having to attend to so many things at the same time: Nothing operates with greater
strength of effect in ex-animating the man, and in transforming him from the rich
instructor into an empty educational automaton and academic jailer than this.

2nd. The school course is of such importance that it deserves to be perfected with
the most sedulous care. Nothing should be inserted in it at random; nothing should be
withheld from it by prgudice. It should be sifted from all the true sources of
education and arranged and applied with the greatest possible respect to the nature
and wants of the scholar and the success of the Instructor.

The folio wing quotation from a popular foreign journal will show the altitude
which Greek and Roman Literature should hold in such a school. The learned
languages should be treated chiefly as arts, and on a footing with the less useful and
less necessary branches of American education.

The undue preference long given to Greek and Roman lite-
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nature in education, is rapidly declining, and in this we recognize the indisputable
progress of reason. From time to time, however, attempts are made by the patrons of
these studies to maintain their importance; and among the numerous fallacies by
which they are defended, one of the latest has been the argument that Greek and
Roman literature constitutes the true education of a gentleman. It is said that the
ancient classics not only improve the memory, expand the intellect, and sharpen the
judgment, but that they communicate to the mind that nameless grace—that sympathy
with all that is delicate and exated—that high-toned dignity and vigor, which must be
acquired by al those individuals of humble parentage, who, by the exercise of their
talents and their virtues, aspire to obtain an exalted station. Seminaries for Greek and
Latin, therefore, it is said, ought to be supported as the places in which embryo
gentleman may meet and associate with embryo gentlemen, while their minds are yet
delicate, and their manners uncontaminated, that they may preserve their quality pure.
They ought to be maintained, also, it is added, by parents in the middle ranks, whose
breasts are fired by a laudable ambition of promoting the rise of their children in the
world; because in such schools only can they obtain access to those examples of
noble bearing, and redlize that refinement, tact and mental delicacy, which they must
possess before they can reach the summit of social honor.

This argument is a grand appeal to the vanity and the ignorance of those to
whom it is addressed. We yield to no class of educationists in our estimate of the
value of acuteness and vigor of mind, combined with taste, delicacy and refinement
of manners, but we differ widely from the patrons of ancient literature in our estimate
of the best means of imbuing the youthful mind with these qualities. We regard the
gualities themselves as the results of two causes—First, the decided ascendency of the
moral feelings over the lowest passions of our nature; and, secondly, the vigorous
activity of a well trained and truly enlightened intellect.

The basis of all rea refinement lies in pure and generous affections, just and
upright sentiments; with a lively sensibility to the intrinsic excellence of beauty and
grace, both physica and mental, wherever these exist. Now, we humbly, vyet
confidently, maintain, that the pages of classic literature are not those in which these
dispositions are presented in their strongest colours and most inviting forms to
youthful minds, or in a way caculated to engage their sympathies, captivate their
imagina-
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tions, or subdue their understandings in their favor. On the contrary, many ancient
works are remarkable for the indelicacy of their subjects—veiled only occasionally by
brilliancy of fancy and playfulness of wit, and thereby rendered more deleterious and
seductive to the youthful mind; for the base selfishness of their heroes; for the
profligacy of their men of rank and fashion; for an utter contempt of the people; and,
although among their philosophers and sages, some truly great men are to be found,
yet their writings do not constitute the burden of classical literature taught in schools;
nor are their manners in any respect patterns which could be followed with advantage
by young men of modern times. In Greek and Roman literature there is an amost
entire destitution of interest in mankind as a progressive race; the idea seems never to
have entered the imaginations of ancient authors, that the day could ever come when
davery should cease—when the common people should be enlightened and

refined—and that social institutions should be arranged not for the advantage of a
particular class, but to promote the general enjoyment of all. In short, scarcely one of
the more important practical principles of Christianity, enlightened policy or true

philanthropy is to be discovered in their pages.

No system of education which rests on such a basis, can impart true refinement to
the youthful mind. It affords no adequate stimulus for the purest and noblest
sentiments. It thus trains men up to contemn and stigmatize the immense majority of
their fellow men, and to brand them with one single comprehensive epithet of dislike,
embodying so completely every form of offensiveness, as to have room for neither
discrimination nor exception in its application to the people—the word "vulgarity,"
"Odi profanum vulgus et arceo"—I hate the profane vulgar, and drive them away—is
a maxim too easily imbibed from the classic page.

We have not space at present in our columns to enter on the question of the
effects of classical literature on the intellectual faculties. Suffice it to say, that we are
far from depreciating the value of the study of Greek and Latin. As a mental
exercise, it ranks, in our estimation, along with painting, music, poetry and sculpture.
It is one of the fine arts, and is calculated, when pursued as such, to elevate, improve
and benefit the taste and intellect: but as we would not make the fine arts the staple
of education for legislators and citizens of the world, neither would we make Greek
and Latin the errand objects to which the years of training of our children should be
chiefly devoted,"
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Carthage, of all spots that we have been permitted to examine, west of the
Alleghenies, seems to us the most eligible for such a school. Its vicinity to Cincinnati
and the Ohio river; its location on the Dayton canal, and the route from the Lakes,
and from Indiana, render it highly favorable to the success of Academic enterprise.
Moreover, living is moderate, and the population is enlightened, moral and religious,
with manners and customs easy and innocent, resembling those of the people of New
England, perhaps more than any other.

If any of my readers should feel themselves competent to such an undertaking,
we would be happy to hold a parly with them on the subject, or they may address us
a letter, with the assurance that we shall treat their overtures with great respect.

W. S.

News from the Churches.

That great servant of Christ, John O'Kane, passed through Carthage a few days ago on his way from Kentucky.

Brethren, Fisher and Powell, yoke fellows in Christ, favored the brethren in Carthage with a visit on the 2nd ult.
Truly they are laborers who need not be ashamed rightly dividing the word of truth. Divers were added to the Lord. W. S.

The brethren here are al well. O that we might dl possess faith and confidence in the promises of our master, and
that our chief ambition might be to please, not ourselves, but our Father who is in Heaven. | write these lines as one who
feels himself bowed down to the earth too much, but desirous anxioudly, that all who name the name of Christ might wak
as if their citizenship were in Heaven.

Wilmington, O. A. S. STRICCLE.

The brethren in Carthage were lately visited by the faithful Dr. Winans, of Jamestown; his address here will long be
remembered by dl who heard it. The readers of periodicas are not to judge of the Doctor's powers and character by the
pithy, witty, shrewd, caustic and sensible letters which he strikes off for al the papers of the professon as fast as he
would administer doses of medicine. The Doctor is al that he appears to readers to be, and far more. Never have we heard
any religious address superior to his effort in this place. God grant to send into the fiedld hundreds and thousands such, and
the praise be to God.

John T. Johnson has been proclaiming in Shelby—as heretofore—successfully.

The cause of Christ is gaining ground in our vicinity. In Danville, six miles north, a church has been gathered within
the last few months; number 70 The place, heretofore, has been wholly given up to sectarianism.

Bdville, la J. COPE.

To-morrow | start for Mt. Vernon to hold a four days meeting. JT.J

| suppose that you have, by this time, heard of the great effort that is being made to place Bacon College on
different and more elevated ground in many respects. | presume it will be located near Paris, Ky., as many thousands are
aready subscribing in Bourbon county.

| was lady a Maydick; five additions. The Baptist brethren attended; and | had even the happiness, with great
satisfaction to myself, to address them in the houses of two of the most respectable persons in that section. | lately
immersed one at Antioch, where the disciples are till cdled "Christians." Brother Ricketts was with me at Maydlick.

Near Centreville, Bourbon county, Ky. J. A. GANO.
Is the term, Satan, the name of a real personage in the New Testament, or a figurative expression for evil thoughts,
&c.? JNO. COPE.

Answer; It is used in the New Testament as the name of a rea being, having powers and a character of his own: as
in the passage "Get thee hence. Satan."—Matt. 4th chap-
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&c. and dso as a figurative name for certain persons and powers, who either resemble the being whose name it is, or who
are influenced by him in their personal or officid and public deeds, as "Get thee behind me, Satan." "Satan shall cast some
of you into prison," "Satan's seat," "depths of Satan," "synagogue of Satan," "the great dragon —Satan." &c.

Is Satan sdif existent? J. C.

Answer: There is none sdf-existent but God. Nevertheless, like the angels which kept their first estate, and from
among whom he fell, Satan is made, by God, never to die, or is of a never-dying nature. Man in this respect differs from
him, and ismortal or is of a nature to die or to pass into non-existence, as at death.

Is washing feet a command? J. C. ANSWER: Yes. If it is when and where is it to be attended to? J. C. ANSWER:
Every where, and at anytime when it can be attended to in decency and order. W. S.

"THE BEREAN.—Mr. Wadsworth, of the Berean, is a very sensble man, and witha appears to be desirous of reform.
He is cdled a Universadis—he has lately, however, engaged in the investigation of the true Gospel, and in a few well
written essays has made out, much to his own credit, the true import, utility and obligation of baptism. His last, paper is,
however, of more doubtful utility because, after taking the difference between a believer who has obeyed the Gospel, and
one who has not obeyed it, that is a baptized believer and an unbaptised believer, he would join the one with the other in
the same assembly; and give to that which is only "begotten," "the embryo,” the right of sitting down with the true born
child at the table and of eating supper. How singular! how very singular this would appear in physics!

The parties of the day are a fault touching the nature and diameter of their subjects of debate and passion; they
indulge in an undue attachment for matters of remote and inferior consideration, or rather matters of no consideration at al.
If, like .Mr. Wadsworth, they would begin to settle the premises—if they would adjust their views of the true Gospel and
its principles and privileges and assort things which now he in confusion on the threshold of the temple of divine
revelation, without rushing, like the true Universalist, heedlessly in at the gate and through the courts and on to the porch,
and into the holy place and through that into the most holy, and over the ark, and through between the Cherubim, and
through the very wal itsdf, and out a the other side aso, and down the valley of Gihon to Gehenna and thence to eternity
itsdlf, and beyond it for ought that | know, seeing they spesk of "all eternity," they might finaly correct what is to be
corrected, and improve themselves and others by what has a tendency to improve them and hea the wounds of our
religion; but so long as this squabbling about useless and insignificant matters is kept up, so long must our divisons
continue..

W. S
Since the first October, ten have obeyed a Albany Our Assembly numbers 41, with Elders and Deacons. Since
October, 9, | have been added in Overton. Tenn.— 10 more have confessed and will be initiated to-morrow. Here we are
aready becoming the terror of the isms of the country. Scores are believing; the Gospel marches forward with majesty.
Elliot's Cross Roads, Clinton county, Ky. J. T. RENEAU.

Dear Brother Scott.—Being an authorized Agent for your Evangelist, | inform you of the changes which have here
occurred, &c.

The last year's subscription | advanced, of mysdf, but | trust the much intellectual matter which the volume contains
will make a proportionate return in moral reform. | send you the same amount this year, and pray the good Lord may
continue his goodness to you and make you ill more successful in pleading reformation in his kingdom. To him be the
glory. J. P. VAUGHN.

ANSWER—I| have attended to the business of your letter, permit me in this way, | pray you, to return you my
acknowledgments for the names in your place, and for your personal kindness. | trust the readers will concur with the
Editor in labor, and lend to al who desire to read them, the severa Nos. of The Evangelist.

The gracious Lord be with your spirit. W. S
Our beloved brothers, John T. Johnson, and Wm. Begg, closed a four day's meeting in this place (Shelbyville, Ky.)
on Tuesday last. Eight made the good confession, and two more united by letter. W. STANDIFORD.

| am just home from a preaching tour of 300 miles. Severa obeyed—30 in a few months. | hope The Evangelist will
continue to come to us. | have re-published your essays on Education for the consideration of our Legidators. In hope as
ever.

Bragg's Store, Alabama. J. BUTLER.

Bro. Dr. Adams preached in Sycamore street Meetinghouse, to the brethren and congregation thereon the evenings of
the two Lord's days preceding this date. He is to be at Carthage on the 4th Lord's day of this month, January. Bro. Challen
will accompany him. The brethren will please spread this appointment as wide as possible.

W.S.
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A DISCOURSE OF THE GOSPEL.
“The gift of God is eterna life through Jesus Christ our Lord.—Romans, 7.

The things of the Gospel of Christ may be divided into those of the past, the
present, and the future. Of the first class are our introduction into the Kingdom of
God, our anterior illumination and reformation, the remission of sins and the reception
of the Spirit of Christ. The matters of present enjoyment are our rank as children of
the most high, the property which we possess in the holy oracles, and in the order
and ordinances of the house of God, our fellowship with God by faith, and our
communion with saints. The things of our religion which lie in the future, are the
advent of Christ, the resurrection, eterna life, and admission into the presence of the
Great Eternal, to see his face, to serve him, and to wear his name on our foreheads.

Those things that have been, or the things that are past, are styled by the Lord
Jesus "earthly things,” that is, things which occur in his kingdom on earth; which, by
the way, is very obvioudy true, for illumination, faith, reformation and immersion, do
but introduce us into his earthly reign. The converted are, therefore, said in this way,
to have "been enlightened, and to have tasted of the heavenly gift, and to have been
made partakers of the Holy Spirit; to have tasted of the good word of God, and the
powers of the world to come."

The things that are; our elevated rank, our glorious titles, styles, and eminent
designations as the children of the Most High, our communion with saints, our
inheritance in the Holy Scriptures and fellowship with Christ in his death, burial and
resurrection, our joys, and hopes, and sufferings, graces, and devotions, are very
properly styled by the Apostle "al spiritual blessings in Heavenly places in Christ,"
"the mercies and comforts' of God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The things that shall be are styled "the glory of God;"
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“by whom also we have access into this grace in which we now stand, and reoice
in hope of the glory of God." The future things of the Gospel are aso named "an
inheritance incorruptible, undefiled and unfading in the Heavens," reserved for the

saints, and prepared to be revealed a the conclusion of the present state. It is an
order of things veiled under the idea of the holy land, Canaan, having Mount Zion
for the site of its glorious capital, the Heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God,
of incomprehensible splendour, even of the flashing lustre of the most precious

stones, jasper, emerald, crystal and diamond; yea. of the glory of God and of the
Lamb, with angels innumerable crowding its streets and guarding its gates, the

ministers of Heaven—the principalities and powers, the might and dominions, and

names, and titled seraphim of God; above whom the Almighty set his Son, Jesus
Christ, when, by the working of his mighty power, he raised him from the dead and
set him at his own right hand in the Heavens.

Now we must neither confound nor mis-estimate the things that have been, the
things that are, and the things that shall be. The things that have been aready given
to us are the objects of faith, and they lye in the past; those of the future constitute
our hope: nevertheless, such a mal-apprehension do some form of the Gospel that
they usually apply the term hope to the past, and the term faith to the things of the
future; they hope they have been forgiven, and believe in the second coming of
Christ. Whereas, if they have believed and been immersed, they enjoy the
unspeakable privilege of believing that they are pardoned, and, if they are walking in
the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless, it is their high right not
only to believe, but to hope in the coming of the Lord from Heaven. Hope
necessarily implies desire; faith does not. Faith rests on evidence, hope on promise;
now there may be faith in the second coming of Christ, and no desire for the same,
even as there may be a desire for the remission of past sins without belief of the
same. Many acknowledge themselves solicitous that they might be pardoned of God
who, nevertheless, will not believe in the very simple means which he propounds for
this end, namely, faith in Christ, repentance, and baptism. Finaly, "there now
abideth," as the Apostle says, "faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these
Is love." Our faith terminates on the things that have been; remission of sins, the
Messiahship, &c.; our love upon the things that are—the commandments which God
has given for our perfection in al goodness. and our hope
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terminates on the glory to be revealed at the coming of our Lord from Heaven.

The greatest of them is love—We prove our love to God when we love one
another and keep his commandments, and all that he has done for us, and all that he
has promised yet to do for us; that is al the things both of our faith and hope, or the
things of the past and the things of the future, are intended to operate upon us in
such a manner as to make us attend with all diligence upon the things that now are,
the statutes, ordinances, commandments, piety and morality of the Christian religion;
because it is only by receving in this way the purification and perfection which
present Christianity confers, that we are fitted and made meet to be partakers of
eternal life; for Christ is the author of eternal life only to such as obey him. "And
being made perfect he became the author of eternal savation,” say the Scriptures,
"unto all them that obey him."—Heb. 6 c.

Jerome used to say that it seemed to him as if the trumpet of the great judgment
day was constantly sounding in his ears. "Awake you dead and come to judgment." A
Hungarian prince, who had, in presence of the king, affected great contempt of
religion, was so adarmed when he heard, at the dead of night, the trumpet sound at
his door, which was in that country the signal of death, that he rushed into the
presence of the king and begged to know in what manner he had offended his
majesty. Alas! brother, said the king, you have not offended me; but if the sight of
the executioner is so terrible to you, shal not | who have greatly offended God,
tremble to appear at his judgment seat? After death, the judgment, says the holy
Apostle. Lewis the 11th of France was exceedingly afraid of death. And it is reported
of a certain man that he so abhorred death that he never dared to be present a a
funeral. A Conformist preacher said to his friend, we must live. His friend answered,
we must aso die. Titles, riches, the most dazzling grandeur, and al worldly felicity,
terminate at death. When a certain person showed to Dr. Johnson his accumulated
grandeur, the scholar replied, Ah! sir, these are the things which make a death-bed
terrible. Woe unto you, rich, said the Saviour of mankind, for you have received your
consolation. Lay up for yourselves treasures in Heaven, said the same divine
instructor. The religion of Jesus, says Bishop Taylor, trampled over the philosophy of
the world, the arguments of the subtle, the discourses of the eloguent, the power of
princes, the interest of states, the inclinations of nature, the Windings of zeal, the
force of custom, the solicitation of
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passion, the pleasure of sin, and the busy arts of the devil. But how, the reader may
ask, did it effect such victories, how-has it secured such triumphs? | answer, by the
force of truth —by the revelation of eterna life through Jesus Christ our Lord; The
gospel has brought to light life of a new type, not animal but spiritual; not temporal,
but eternal.

Great light has been shed on all the topics of faith, repentance, baptism, remission
of sins—the Holy Spirit; but, on the subject of eternal life, our writers have been less
luminous— This, however, seems to have been a very natura result from the fact
that the past and present things of the gospel, the thing of faith and love, are those
matters which called for regulation in so imperious a tone, that, till they were put to
rights or adjusted, nothing else could be lawfully attended to. Yet the Scripture
doctrine of eterna life ought to be well understood, as can be proved by the Apostle,
who, in writing to the Ephesians, after noticing past matters—remission of sins
through the blood of Christ and the reception of the promised Spirit, declares that
from the moment he heard of their faith, he ceased not to lift them up before the
throne of God in prayer, that the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of glory might give to them the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of
him. "The eyes of your understanding being enlightened,” he says, "that you may
know what is the hope of his calling." Thus, the Apostle taking as granted the
justification and sanctification of the brethren at Ephesus, prayed for their illumination
on the grand object of al Christian hope —eternal life; for eternal life is our hope.

There are two kinds of life spoken of in the holy scripture?, eternal life and
animal life; the former is essential and independent; the latter is secondary and
dependant. All animals possess this last species of life, but, eternal life is an attribute
of God alone. The holy angels, and Satan and his demons, are perhaps gifted with
this kind of life and are of a never-dying nature. It is not so with man: the element of
immortality is not in his constitution: for the continuation of his existence he depends
on things beyond himself—the things of externa nature, as air, food, water, &c. This,
however, is exceedingly fortunate for him, because if he had possessed life in
himself, he would when he sinned, have, been in a condition similar to that of Satan:
and could not have died. But Satan is in a state of condemnation, and as he cannot
die, he has to be seized by a stratagem and punished forever; a fact which gives birth
to the phrase
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"eternal fire"—the punishment prepared for never-dying beings the devil and his
angels. The fire, however, in which Satan shal be destroyed will aso form the
punishment of the wicked. This is definitely revealed to us by the Son of God, who
declares that on the great judgment day he will say to the wicked, "depart from me
you cursed into the eterna fire, prepared for the devil and his messengers." The
reader will observe that this ruin is said to be prepared for the devil and his
messengers and not originally for man, who is temporal in his existence and capable
of death. This burning, accordingly, is caled in scripture the second "death,” and
none shall taste of its pains, but because they have taken part with Satan and refused
to reform, or because they deemed eternal life unworthy of their supreme care.

Adam's life, then, or ours derived from it, is not of the same type with the life of
angels and demons, but is animal, weak, corruptible, dependant and mortal. The
Apostle says "It is sown in corruption, dishonor, weakness;” and is animal, earthy
and incapable, in its present form, of inheriting the eternal kingdom. "Flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither does corruption inherit incorruption.” In
this life it is labor, weakness, exhaustion, misery, disease, death and total
disorganization. But eternity breaking upon the being who has life in himself, would
faill to destroy him; therefore eternal life is incorruptible, glorious, powerful and
gpiritual, full of vigor and immortality swallowing up death itself; aways victorious,
aways triumphant; it is full of song, noble and divine, and discloses its favor for the
Almighty, to whom it owes its existence, in halelujah's of power and praise, and
riches, and wisdom, and might, and honor, and glory, and blessing, and strength.

There is nothing, perhaps, which so effectually operates to stultify our
apprehension of the greatness of that eternal life which is revealed in the Scriptures
as the fond but fallacious notion that we are aready immortal! Yes, with death
staring us in the face, with the grave gaping wide to devour us, with the death of all
former generations before us, and our own death pressing onward and toward us
every moment and ready to strike the blow which shall sink us into certain and
unquestionable ruin, we persevere, incorrigibly persevere in nursing the flattering
romance, that we have something of the immortal, something of the never-dying in
our nature! So impregnated with this fancy is society by the ill-digested doctrines of
the day, that hades itself, the very state of the dead is transformed in our
imaginations, into a state of the living, and is supposed by the
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soberest of us to be instinct with life, pregnant of vitality, and crowded with living
spirits, the vivacious relics of that ruin which disrobes us of our vestments of clay!

But it may very properly be demanded of us, that if the element of immortality is
innate, if it is an essentia of human nature, if it is an attribute of man, ether in his
soul or his body, then why does he die? Death and life, mortality and immortality are
everlasting incongruities, and do not reside together in the same nature. We may as
well say "a dying angel," or a "living corps” as "an immortal man." In short, man is
mortal, that is, capable of death. And if an angel is immortal, it means that he is
incapable of death, or that he cannot die. But suppose it were said of angels that they
died, could we suppose that they died out of one known state, only to live more
certainly in another and unknown state? Immortality, then, is not an element of
human nature, but is a doctrine of the Gospel, and to be gifted to an eminent portion
of the race of man—at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ from Heaven. "The gift
of God is eterndl life, through Jesus Christ our Lord."

But again. If eternality is an element of our nature, if in soul or body, or both,
we be immortal and never-dying, how is it that eternal life is made in Scripture a
matter of promise? Can we concelve the absurdity of the divinity purporting to
bestow as a gift that which is already enjoyed as an inalienable attribute and right of
nature? Assuredly not, not reasonably.

The distinction between animal life and life eternal we have taken in our Gospel
Restored, chap. 4th, p. 14th; but the subject is not there argued out in detall as it
deserved to be. To shed additional light on this great term in the Gospel of Christ,
therefore, and to raise it, if possible, to a level in point of intelligibility with its sister
elements, faith, repentance, baptism, remission of sins and the Holy Spirit, we here
submit for consideration the four following propositions framed, stated and argued by
our brother, Dr. John Thomas, of Amelia county, Va., reserving to ourselves the right
of making such strictures upon the whole as our affection for the author, and our
apprehension of the doctrine of Scripture may warrant. The propositions are that—

1. Eterna life is a matter of promise.

2. Eternal life as promised to man is deposited with Christ in Heaven.
3. Eterndl life is the free gift of God.

4. Eterna life, nevertheless, is conditional.
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We submit the argument in the form given to it by brother Thomas himself,
trusting, that if the reader should deem it incomplete in some points, he will,
nevertheless, admit its definiteness, so far as it touches eternal life as an exclusive
doctrine of the Gospel of Christ.

"He who believes on the Son, Has life eterna; he who regects the son, shall not
see life; but the vengeance of God awaits him."

"The reading of this portion of the divine word must, | think, have impressed
your minds with the conviction," says brother Thomas, "that the world is divided into
two classes relatively to the Son of God; of which, the one is made up of believers
on the Son, and the other of reectors of the Son. Now this is true as it appears on
the face of the record; but permit me to observe, that the phrase, the world, must be
taken in a limited sense. Jesus in his discourse with Nicodemus uses the expression
frequently; and in v. 17, says, "God has sent his Son into the world, not to condemn
the world, but that the world may be saved by him." Now, if we were to insulate this
verse from the surrounding context, we might conclude, that the whole world without
a single exception, would obtain eternal life; but the context guards us against such a
conclusion, and teaches us that Jesus meant whosoever of the world that believes on
him. When then, you say "the world is divided, &c," you of course would restrict the
term to that world of men and women, which was related to the Son; in other words,
to those who had heard of the Son, and to whom the evidence of his divine character
had been submitted. For, it must commend itself to your rationality, that a man
cannot sustain the character of a regector of the Son, who has never heard of such a
personage; neither can he be regarded as a believer, unless it can be shown, that men
can believe in things of which they have no knowledge. You perceive, then, that there
may exist a class of people, who are neither believers nor reectors, now concerning
this third class of the human family, Paul inquires, —" How shall they call on him,
in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in him, of whom they
have not heard?' No, it is impossible: for as the Apostle says, "faith (or belief) comes
by hearing,” and the hearing by the proclamation of the word of God. Law must be
delivered to men before they can obey or disobey. "If" said Jesus, "I had not come
and spoken to them (the Jews,) they had not had sin (that is, they could not have
committed the sin of re-
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jecting me;)) but now they have no excuse for their sin" (because, he had done
among them such miracles as none other ever did—") So that, if Jesus had appeared
among the Jews, and clamed to be their King from Heaven, and had done no
miracles to sustain that high pretension, they would not have been obnoxious to a
deprivation of eternal life for rgecting him: their condemnation to eternal death must
have been predicated on some other ground.

From these and other considerations, | affirm, that the race of man is constituted
of three classes in relation to the Pentecostal proclamation concerning the Son of
God. First, of that class, which believes on the Son; second, of that which reects the
Son; and third, of that, which never heard of the Son of God. Now concerning the
first class, John says, that its members "have life eternal;" concerning the second,
"they shall not see life;" and concerning the third, the principle laid down by Jesus is
that God not having spoken to them, they will not be condemned for reecting him,
as he had not put them to the proof;, and Paul shows, that they will not attain to
eternal life, for, he quotes the prophet Joel, who says, that, "whosoever calls upon the
name of the Lord shall be saved,” and remarks, "how shall they call on him, on
whom they have neither believed nor heard,” no; from death, this third class cannot
be delivered, or saved as no means of escape therefrom has been propounded to
them.

| wish now, to rivet your attention, upon the things of eternal life: and in doing
so | would set before you this

PROPOSITION:
Eternal Life is a matter of premise.

By eternal is meant unending;—by life is intended a full, perfect, and renewed
manifestation of the intellectual, moral, and physical faculties or constituents of man;
and by is a matter of promise is signified, a thing which is assured by a declaration
previous to its possession.

Hence, my proposition thus defined, will read as follows.—

The possession of intellectua, moral, and physical powers by man, in full,
perfect, renewed, and unending manifestation. is the subject of an assurance made
previoudly to its realization.

Having stated to you my proposition, and having defined it with as much

precision and simplicity of language as possible. | shall now present to you the proofs
upon which it rests. Per-
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mit me then, to direct your attention to the following passages of the Oracles of God.

1. 2. Tim. i. 1.—Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, by the will of God, on account
of the promise of Life which is by Christ Jesus.

2. Titus i. 2—Paul, in hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised
before the times of the ages,—who has now manifested his word (of promise,) at the
proper season, by the proclamation with which | am entrusted.

3. Heb. vii. 5—Abraham the Holder of the Promise.

4. Ga. iii. 16.—To Abraham were the promises made, and to his seed,—who is
the Christ.

5. 1. John ii. 25—This is the promise, which he has promised to us, even eterna
life.

Now, from the first of our proofs we perceive, that it was on account of this very
promise, that Paul was constituted an apostle of Jesus Christ. It teaches us, that the
life promised, is by Jesus Christ; that is, that it was manifested by him. In a
subsequent part of this chapter, Paul terms the promise, the purpose and favor of
God, "given before the times of the ages;" and given too, "through Jesus Christ," or,
the seed of Abraham, (according to proof No. 4,) "and now, (in his day,) made
manifest by the appearing of our Saviour, Jesus Christ; who has, indeed, vanquished
death, and brought life and incorruptibility to light by the gospel; of which Paul was
appointed a herald, and an apostle Had not the promise of eternal life to "all the
families of the earth” been made, there would have been no "Apostle and teacher of
the gentiles;" for, it was on account of this promise of life that he was appointed "by
the will of God." Furthermore, he says, that "the light which is the life of man,"is
developed in the gospel, which he, (Paul,) preached; consequently, The Gospel is the
true interpretation of the promise of life made before the ages of the Law.

My second proof sets forth the subject-matter of the promise as a thing of hope;
his phrase is, in hope of "eternal life;" and in Titus iii. 7, he speaks of "Heirs
according to the hope of eterna life" Now, as to hope, "he says,” in Rom, viii. 24
"hope that is attained, is not ( or ceases to be) hope; for who can hope for that which
he enjoys? But if we hope for that which we do not enjoy, then, with patience, we
wait for it." As if he had said,—if a man have immortality within him he has attained
to it, and is in the enjoyment of it; why then does he yet hope for it: but if he is
altogether mortal and cor-
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ruptible and he hope for it, then, with patience, he waits for it until it is conferred;
for that which a man actually possesses, cannot in the nature of things, be to him a
matter of hope. A man cannot, a one, and the same time, be an immortal soul” and
"long for immortality;" the idea, though popular, is absurd.

But Paul, says, that eternal life becomes a matter of hope by virtue of a promise,
which God made "before the times of the ages." But what period is indicated by the
phrase the times of the ages? It is agreed pretty generaly, that the times of the
Mosaic Law are signified, inasmuch as the period of that dispensation or constitution
of things, was distributed into ages of fifty years, termed Jubilees. It was before the
setting up of the kingdom of Israel, then, that God made the promise of eterna life.
But, it may be asked, how long before and to whom did he make the promise? These
are important queries, and ought to be answered with precision. Paul says, that the
(Diatheekee) will or promise, was made 430 years before the Law of Moses was
delivered, and that it was made to Abraham and to his seed, who is the Christ; see
proof 4. Of these, Abraham was the holder of the promise, and his seed, the Chrigt,
the subject of the will; for Paul terms the promise—" the will concerning the
Christ"—Diatheekee eis Christon.—These phrases, then, "The will concerning the
Christ,” and "The promise of the eternal life" are one and the same; for the eternal
life and the Christ are the same; for John, in guarding his brethren against idols, says,
"we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding, that we
might know him (the God) that is true; and we are in him that is true, in his Son
Jesus Christ: this is the true God (the Father) and the eternal life (his Son). Besides,
Jesus styled himself "the life", as well as the way, the truth and the Resurrection.

The promise of eternal life is recorded by Moses in Genesis, and is veiled in the
following language. "All the land (of Palestine) which thou seest, to thee will | give
it, and to thy seed forever"—"Unto thy seed have | given this land from the river of
Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates."— This promise was sedled with the
blood of a heifer, a she goat, and a ram, all of three years old; the duration of the
ministry of the anointed Lamb before he was dain by the Jews.— Thus was "the will
ratified by God" 430 years before the law.

The promise was reiterated to Isaac and Jacob, the son and
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grandson of Abraham. But it may be said, the phrase eternal life is not expressed in
the will; and Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob did not, nor have they ever possessed the
land. This is true; but though the phrase is not expressed the thing is implied; and it
IS quite true, that all these and more, died in faith, or confidence of hope, not having
received the land with its rights, privileges, immunities and appurtenances thereunto

belonging. But this incident forms the solution of the difficulty. Abraham died

without possessing the land; and his seed, the Christ, came to his own land, but left it
without acquiring possession thereof; has God's promise to these personages failed?

No, says Paul, for God who promised it cannot lie (Tit. 1.2.) What then must happen
in order that the will may be administered, or the promise of God fulfilled? The
answer is that the Christ must descend from heaven; and Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
must be raised from the dead, to redlize it,

The subject of this proposition takes a wider range than | can describe at present.

| shall therefore proceed to affirm, that—The eternal life of man is deposited in Jesus
Christ, the Prince of Life.

PROOFS.

1. As the Father has life in himself, so has he given to the Son to have life in
himself.—John, v. 26.

2. O Jews! You will not come to me that you may obtain life.—John, v. 40.

3. Jesus answered, | am the bread of Life; which descended from heaven; whoso
eats of this bread that | will give shall live forever;. and the bread that | will give is
my flesh, which | give for the life of the world.—John, vi. 35,51.

4. | am the resurrection and the life—John, xi. 24.

5. Your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ our life shall appear, then
you shall also appear with him in glory. Col. iii. 3.

6. This is the testimony that God has given to us eterna life; and this life is in
his Son .He who has the Son has this life; and he who has not the Son of God, has
not this life—21. John v. II.

From these passages, it is clear, that though a man may be an heir of eternal life,
and in that sense have within him that "which springs up to eternal life, yet the life
itself is not an inherent principle of his nature, but one that may be acquired, by
virtue of an interest in the Son of God. He is the bread of
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life, and it is just as necessary to feed on that bread to live forever; as it is to feed
on the bread which perishes, to live the life of an animal man. Our first proof agrees
with the doctrine of the word as revealed in John 1. 1—5. The word was God and in
it was life. This lifeeword afterwards became incarnated, and was manifested to Israel
by the baptism of John as the Son, and therefore, the equal with God; for the grand
difference between the word by whom all things were created and the word which
sojourned among the Jews, consisted not in their being essentially dissimilar, for they
were not—they were one (I and my Father are one)—but in the life-word Creator,
assuming in relation to men, the nature of a descendant of Abraham. This assumption,
however, made no difference as to the inherent attribute of life; hence, said Jesus, "as
the Father has life, in himself, so has he given to the Son to have life in himself—the
Father the life-word, and the Son the life-word incarnated.

The lifeeword incarnated, named Jesus by the life-word, was introduced among
men as the fountain of life and light to the World. Hence, in conversing with the
Jews, he says, in effect, "you search the Scriptures to discover the way by which
eternal life may be procured; now these testify, that | am he, who confers it; and yet
you will not come to me the fountain of living waters and drink that your thirst may
be alayed; | am eternal life—in me the fullness, the favor, and the truth are
incorporated; and yet, O Jews, you will not come to me that you may obtain the life
you seek." But if they had within them immortality, why need they to go to Jesus to
obtain it? It would have been unnecessary, but inasmuch as there was no
immortality—not one spark of it within them, if they would live forever in any sense,
they were imperatively bound to go to him "who only hath immortality" to bestow,
and obtain it on any terms he might deign to prescribe.

Messiah is the resurrection and the life: and no man can enter the presence of the
Father, unless he introduce him; and because he is the redeemer and the life, Paul
told the Christians of Colosse, that their life was hid with him in God. But if
immortality is an inherent principle of human nature, how can it be sad to be hid
with Christ? It ought, then, to read our life is hid in ourselves! But in relation to the
true believers, Christ the life, is termed "our life," because all their hope for eternal
life is embodied in him. Hence he is caled "Christ our hope." If he is not risen, their
hope is vain, and when they die they perish as the brutes. But he has risen from the
dead, and sits
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at the right hand of God waiting, until the time appointed for his return hither arrive:
and "when Christ our life shall appear, then you also (O true believers,) shall appear
with him in glory,” honor and immortality, and not one instant before. "We know"
says John, that when he shall appear, we shall be like him, (glorious, honorable and
immortal;)—we shall see him as he is. And every one who has this hope in him,
purifies himself, even as He is pure" The idea, then, of an immediate translation
from earth to Heaven at our animal decease is excluded; for the true believer is not to
appear in glory till the appearance of Messiah on earth to raise the dead.

My sixth proof instructs us, that God has given to the faithful eternal life; but
that, although it says, elsewhere, that "he that eats my flesh and drinks my blood, has
eternal life," yet John teaches in the proof before us, that this life is in the Son of
God and that it is he only who has the Son that has this life: for he emphatically
declares, that he who has not the Son has not this life. If, then, this be true, it
necessarily follows, that the disobedient, the regjectors, and al who have not the Son,
in the true Scriptural sense, are destitute of all right, title and property in the life
which endures for ever.

My third proposition, which seems, in the nature of things, to come next in order,
IS that—

Eterndl life is the free gift of God.

By the phrase, free gift of God, is meant any thing bestowed by God as a matter
of grace or pure unmerited favor. And here are the proofs:

1. Jesus said, "If you knew the gift of God, and who he is who says to
you—Give me to drink; you would have asked him, and he would have given to you
water of lives (hudoor zoon.) —John, iv. 10.

2. The gracious gift of God is everlasting life by Jesus Christ our Lord—Rom.
vi. 23.

3. By grace are you saved through