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THE

EVANGEBLIIT,

BY WALTER SCOTT.

Go you into all theworld, proclaimthe good news to the whole creation:—he who believeth and
Isimmersed shall be saved; and he who believeth not shall be condemned.

MESSIAH.

NO. 1. CARTHAGE, JANUARY 6, 1834. VOL. 3.

TO THOSE WHO HAVE OBEYED THE ANCIENT GOSPEL.

AN ADDRESS.

BELOVED OF GOD,

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God and from Jesus our Lord.

In addressing you, at the commencement of anew year—a peopl e evidently redeemed to God by
your obedience to the Gospel of our Lord Jesus—I feel myself constrained first of al solemnly to
recogni ze the superabounding kindness of our Heavenly Father towards us during timesthat are past
in all the things that relate to life and to religion. As men, to what degree of freedom, political
security, and general affluence, higher than that which we enjoy within the bounds of our infant, but
illustrious Republic, can we aspire? As Christians, we areleft with nothing for which to ask! In every
thing that relates to the present life and to that which is to come, in every thing that relates to the
present order of thingsand to man, hispast fortunes, hispresent condition, and hisfuturedestiny, God

has gifted uswith asuperlative and kingly profusion of all knowledge and grace. Hisrich wisdom has
illuminated our understandings; his



2 The Evangelist.

favours have touched our hearts; and he has purified our morals, and controlled and remodeled our
conduct and character, not so much by laws, statutes, and ordinances, verbally and authoritatively
announced, as by the number, variety and magnitude of hisPrincely immunities, distinctions, honors,
privileges, and blessings, conferred on us through Jesus Christ our Lord.

To God then, who sitteth upon the throne, and to Jesus Christ be everlasting honor.

Beloved, when, by the departure of our Lord for heaven, the care of the Christian Religion
devolved upon his Apostles; the gravity of their mission and our necessities rendered it imperious,
that they should announce the Gospel to mankind in the terms in which it had antecedently been
communicated to them by its Author.* In the discharge of this high duty these chief ministers of our
Religion, the Apostles, have left theworld no roomto charge them with unfaithful ness; the historical
remains embodied in the New Testament, areimperishable evidence, that their course in this respect
has been commensurate with the exigencies of the world; and their fidelity proportioned to the
peculiar nature and high responsibilities of their exalted mission: with these Evangelical monuments
inour handswe can, despite of the lapse of time, immense political changes, the eclipsing of empires
and thrones, and the general mutation to which, in eighteen hundred years, men and manners, and all
terrestrial establishments, have been subjected, say, that we are still in possession of ™ the Faith once
.delivered to the Saints:"

But while we acknowledge with joy and profound gratitude our numerous obligations to the
Heavenly Father through his Son, the Prince of Life and his Apostles, in another point of view the
condition of cur royal kingdom is supremely to be deplored. The Holy Gospel, on whose principles
the ingtitution is founded, has, in the hands of its pretended friends, suffered the most shocking
deterioration: It hasbeen disordered, transposed, and misunderstood; itsmost obviousprincipleshave
been changed,; its privileges misapplied; its ordinances cancelled, and its laws subverted, and it has
been forced to become the apparent cause of athousand miseriesto mankind rather than of salvation,
and of infinite scandal rather than of glory in the highest to God, and to Jesus our

* If the render has studied Homer, Virgil, and other Epics, he will recollect with what care
ambassadors, when they reached their places of destination, delivered the messagesintrusted to them.
They repeated them in the very words in which they had received them from their royal masters—a
piece of state decorum to which, it is deeply to be regretted, Modern ministers of the kingdom of
heaven, have paid but too little regard. How should such servants as they are, prove successful in
reconciling the world to God, seeing they so inconsiderately depart from the words in which the
message was originally delivered by our royal master? by their party expositions and glosses, they
give an air of doubtfulness, uncertainty mid obscurity to the entire Gospel.

ED.
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Lord.* The Gospel, considered as amatter of fact, consistsin the proposition that " Jesus Christ isthe
Son of God;" asaprincipleitisfaith; asaprivilegeitistheremission of sins; asasentiment it islove;
and in hope, it is eternal life. When first announced for salvation, all who embraced its proposition,
were readily and cheerfully admitted by the faithful to its privileges, and became distinguished for
its prevailing sentiment—|ove. It waswont to be said of them 'Behold, how these Christianslove one
another.' The reverse of al this, however, is true now: the ssimplicity of the Gospel has fallen a
sacrifice to meritorious system; it isno longer enunciated in the style and language of the Apostles;
itsgreat propositionislost sight of amid theendlessmultiplicity of party dogmas; its principle of faith
isinvolved in mystic and metaphysical subtleties, or de facto changed; its privileges are undervalued
or unknown; its sentiment of loveischanged to low suspicion, or implacable hatred; T and thewhole
profession isthrown off its guard, not knowing, and not caring, that the coming of the Lord draweth
nigh.

Among the subjects, therefore, which naturally and obviously present themselves for
consideration to those who have obeyed the Apostolic Gospdl, its early, continuous and present
corruption, is, perhaps, the most surprising; but though this, when understood, is calculated to excite
even our astonishment, there is another subject however, which, when perceived, is no lessfitted to
fill uswith wonder. It ismoreimmediately related to our performance of duty, and callsfor our more
immediate and more constant attention. | alludeto "the conversion of mankind." That the Gospel has,
from avery early period

* The Roman Catholics demand as a sine qua non that her converts recognize the Hi fallibility
of Mother Church; and in the creed of Pope Pius IV, which is conceived to be the best summary of
her doctrine, the 15th article readsasfollows: "I do admit the Holy Scripturesin the same sense that
our Holy Mother Church doth, whose businessit is to judge of the true sense and interpretation of
them, and | will interpret them according to the unanimous consent of thefathers." Itissaid that since
the seventh century, the Roman Catholics"have butchered, intheir blind and infernal zeal, for [their)
church, no less than 50 millions of Protestants." The Spaniards killed 12 millions of natives, on the
continent of America, besides many more that fell in the islands and to bring them under the
jurisdiction of the Pope, not of Christ, they were driven in herds into the sea, and, in this mock
manner, baptized.

T The Roman Emperors of the three first centuries, after the birth of Christ, are somewhere said
by Jerome, to have martyred 5000 Christiansaday, every day in the year except one; that is, they put
to death at different times, during those centuries, 1)820,000 souls! The Heathens, however,
according to this calculation, were not half so bloody as the Papists have been. The Infidel
Philosophers, who are evermore changing the Gospel with cruelty and murder, though it prohibits
everything of the kind under the most awful sanctions, by amost tremendous retribution, have turned
their armsoneagainst another, and have murdered, (in France) upwards of 3,000,000 inthethe course
of seven years—Plea for Religion.
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of its history, been corrupted, is a fact; but that the conversion of mankind rests with those who
professit asit came out of the hands of its author, isalso afact; yes, if the world must be converted,
and who will deny it? the task necessarily devolves on those who recognize the original means by
which it was intended of God and Christ to be accomplished: this herculean labour, in al its extent
and grandeur, is assigned to the sons of God; and has not been committed to angels, nor demons, nor
men in the flesh, nor to those who corrupt or have corrupted the Truth: and let the sons of God
recollect also, that asin Mature reaction is equal to action—so in religion responsibility is equal to
privilege; or asmy Lord the King has delivered it: "To whom much is given, of the same much shall
berequired.” To usthen, who have shaken off the authority of men, much hasbeen given, and, seeing
we have received the Truth in Christ, of us much will be required.

Conversion of the world" is, it must be confessed, an expression of wide import; but let us not
decline the consideration of it in al its extent; let us. fellow citizens of the kingdom of heaven,
enquire, and know, and decide and act, according to the true state of the. case; let uslook at things
as they are, and fit ourselves for noble enterprize. Shall false religion for ever pervade the earth
despite of the true system revealed of God? Shall corrupt forms of the true religion be everywhere
palmed on mankind, and the sons of God offer nothing in turn?

The world in regard to religion is divided into Jews, Christians, Mahometans, and Pagans: the
whole amounting probably to 800 or 1,000,000,000, an immense mass of flesh and blood indeed, of
which the following summary, in regard to numbers, has been given:

Pagans.......ccccccoeveciiiiiiiiie e 482,000,000
MahOmEtanS.......ccoooevvvveevvviieeeeeee, 140,000,000
Christians..........covvvveeeieeeeeeeeeeeinn, 175,500,000
JEWS. .o 2,500,000

The religion of the world may be divided into that of the East and of the West. The religion of
the East isidolatrous and false; that of the West is true,, but corrupted. Deplorable are the effects of
either.

Whether those ministers, who affect to be successors of the Apostlesin office, nave or have not
acted with Apostolic enterprize and in the spirit of the Apostolic mission, may, it is conceived, be
fairly learnt from the above statement in which it isdemonstrated, that after eighteen hundred years,
one half of al the men upon earth, are, in areligious point of view, in no better a state than that in
which they wereat the coming of Christ. Theremainder, with the exception of thenominal Christians,
are the slaves of an abrogated, or afalse religion, Jews or Mahometans.

The greater portion, 400,000,000 of the human race are in fact Hindoos; that is, they are under
the debasing influence either of the philosophy or religion
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of Hindostan! The superstition of thiscountry has spread itself over the vast empires of China, Japan,
Burmah, Tartary, Siam, &c. But to form any thing like ajust conception of the darknessin which the
human mind, in these nations, isinvolved, it would be necessary, it is said, for a person to become
aresident there, "that he might read and see the production of those minds, and witness the effects
of the institutions they have formed as displayed in the manners, customs, and moral circumstances
of the inhabitants.

The population of Hindostan is divided into four casts, and those best acquainted with their
system of government and religion, haveimagined , that the whole isthe work of the Brahmins, who
by their civil, political and religious arrangements, have laid the whole population prostrate at their
own feet.

The four Casts are designated Brahmins, Kshutreyu, Voishyu, and Shoodru. To the first are
assigned the Priesthood and the business of legislation.* to the second the executive; to thethird trade
and commerce; and to the fourth all manner of servile employment. In every country, in which the
Priesthood have been intrusted with the work of legidation, the people have suffered in a
proportionate degree all the miseries of ignorance and degradation; but in no part of the world have
men suffered more from this dangerous pre-eminence than in Hindostan, where the Brahman enjoys
the distinction of aGod, and theill-fated Shoodru is degraded to acondition below that of the brutes.

But if the unprincipled framers of the Hindoo policy have, despite of justice, been careful to
secure their own superiority in church and state by distinctions the most forced and unnatural, they
have proved themselves no less base and ingenious in the art of enriching themselves, by having
imposed upon the wretched Hindoos, customs the most humiliating; customs T at war alike with
justice.

* "If a Shoodru committed adultery with the wife of a Brahman he was to be mutilated, and to
be bound upon ahot iron plate, and burnt to death; if he stole a Brahman he wasto be burnt to death;
If he sat upon the carpet of a Brahman, the magistrate, having branded him, was to banish him the
kingdom,; if a Shoodru, through pride, spat upon a Brahman, his lips were to be cut on”; if a person
of this cast plucked a Brahman by the hair, or by the beard, or seized him by the neck, the magistrate
wasto cut oil' both his hands; if he listened to reproaches against a Brahman he was to pour boiling:
lead into his ears,—and as al these horrible punishments on earth, had not sufficiently degraded the
Shoodru, thewrath of the Brahman pursued him into the next world, for the same shasters teach, that
If a Shoodru do not rise to receive a Brahman with due honor, he will become atree after death; if he
look angrily at a Brahman his eyes will be put out by Y umu, the Hindoo Pluto."

T Asall the Priestsare Bramhins, they are of coursetheinterpretersof the VVedu, and the spiritua
guides of the people. Whatever is offered or devoted to the Gods becomes the property of the
Bramhins.
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with true religion, and with the nature and dignity of the human understanding; "as soon as a child
Is conceived in the womb, a Brahman must be called to repeat certain formulas when he receives a
fee and is feasted; other levies are made for the birth; and at the birth; also when the child isafew
days old; again when it is six months old; when two years old; again at eight or nine, and again at
marriage; in sickness, the Brahman is paid for repeating forms for the restoration of the
patient;—after death his son must perform the shraddhu, the offerings and fees at which are given to
the Bramhans twelve times during the first year, and after that annually;—if a Shoodru meet with a
Misfortune, he must pay a Brahman to repeat incantationsfor itsremoval; if hiscow die he must call
a Brahman to make an atonement; if he lose a piece of gold he must do the same; if a vulture has
settled on his house he must pay a Brahman to purify hisdwelling; if he go into a new house he must
pay aBrahmanto purify it; if a Shoodru die on an unlucky day hisson must pay aBrahmanto remove
the evil effects of this circumstance; if he cut apool, or awell, he must pay a Brahman to consecrate
it; if he dedicate to public purposes atemple, or trees, he must do the same; at the time of an eclipse
aBrahman isemployed and paid; on certain lunar days the Shoodru must present gifts to Bramhins;
——at the time of the small pox, a ceremony is performed by the Bramhans; they are paid for
assisting the people to fast; to remove cutaneous disorders the Bramhins pray to one of their
goddesses, and receive afee; Bramhins are employed daily to offer worship to the family god of the
Shoodru;—the farmer does not reap his harvest without employing a Brahman to perform some
ceremony;—a tradesman cannot begin business without a fee to a Brahman;—a fisherman cannot
build a new boat, nor begin to fish in a spot which he has rented, without a ceremony, and a fee;
nearly one hundred festivals are held in the course of ayear, at which Bramhins are entertained, and
in some villages, feasts are celebrated at a hundred houses at once. At the house of a Raga, at
particular festivals, sometimes as many as 20,000 Bramhins are feasted. Instances are mentioned, of
100,000 Bramhins having been assembled at one feast!"

Men, according to the natural progress of moral turpitude, arefirst knavesand then sceptics, then
deists, and finally atheists; accordingly, the arrogant and tyrannical, but base and beggarly Brahman,
after having plundered the miserable Shoodru of the fruits of his industry, and of every thing that
renders life agreeable, teaches him to seek for the peace and affluence in another world which are
denied him in this, by offering to the gods the sad remains of hiswretched existence, and by casting
himself into the Ganges;* or before the wheels of the car of the god Juggarnaut. T

* "There are upwards of three millions of holy places on the Ganges; to these places the natives
continually resort, at a great expense of time and money, to make offerings and pay worship, to the
goddess Gunga or Ganges."

T"A body of prostituteswere maintained in the temple of thisidol for the use of the worshippers;
and various other systematic indecencies, which will not admit of description, form a part of the
service." A vast proportion of the pilgrims to this temple, die by the way from want, fatigue, or
disease At a distance of fifty miles from the spot toe approach is known by the quantity of human
bones which are strewed by the way.
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The penances to which the Hindoo worshiper voluntarily subjects himself, are sometimes of the
crudest kind; in opposition to one of the most beautiful maxims of revealed religion, viz: Thou shall
not tempt the Lord thy God, the Hindoo will throw himself from various heights upon iron spikes
stuck into bags of straw; and boast of the power of his God in preserving him in circumstances of
such imminent danger. They al so cast themsel ves upon knives; and pierce and boretheir tongues, and
sides, with lancets and pieces of pointed iron. They sometimes do penance with canesthrust through
their sidesasthick asaman'sfinger; and are occasionally seen with the pointed handle of iron shovels
stickingintheir sides, or in their tongues, sometimesthey cover their breasts and arms and other parts
of their body with pins; and even walk with swords and spears, living snakes, bamboos and ramrods,
thrust through their tongues,—amongtheir voluntary inflictions may be mentioned the horrid practice
of swinging with hooks stuck in their shoulders and thighs.* In hopes of expiating their mortal sins
some swing al their lives; others suspend themselves with their heads downwards; others continue
during life in one unvaried posture; carry a cumbrous load; drag a heavy chain, or crawl on their
hands and knees around an extensive empire!

Of dl the Deities of Hindostan none had attained more distinguished renown than the God
Juggernaut. "His temple was esteemed the most sacred of all the religious establishments of the
Hindoos, and was annually visited, on the lowest calculation, by 1,200,000 people.”

"The idol was a carved block of wood, with a frightful visage, painted black, and a distended
mouth of a bloody colour. His arms were of gold, and he was dressed in a gorgeous apparel. On
festival days, thethrone of theidol was placed upon a stupendoustower, about sixty feet high, resting
on wheels, which indented the ground deeply as they moved slowly around under the ponderous
machine. The horses which were fixed to the car, with the driver and thelittle figures, were all made
of wood. Attached to the principal tower, were six ropes, of the length and size of aship's cable, by
whichthe peopledraw it along. Upon thetower werethe priestsand satellites of theidol, surrounding
his throne, who occasionally addressed the worshippersin libidinous songs and gestures. Such was
the car of Juggernaut imitations of which abounded in many towns of Bengal."

Theldolatry of Hindostan constitutesthe broad basis of Asiatic worship. In Chinaitismodified
by the Philosophy of Confucius, and the worship of the god

* "A man fell from the post at Kidurpooru, while whirling round with great rapidity; and falling
upon apoor woman, who was selling parched rice, killed her on the spot: the man died the next day.
At avillage near Buljbuj, some years since, the swing fell, and broke a man'sleg. The man who was
upon it ran to another tree, was drawn up and whirled round again as if nothing had happened.”
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For, in whose religion in many instances, thereis, it issaid, asimilarity to the external forms of
the Romish church. "Upon the altar of the Chinese temples were placed behind a screen an image of
Sn-moo, or the Holy Mother, sitting with achild in her arms, in an alcove, with rays of glory round
her head, and tapers constantly burning before her."

In Thibet, darkened by the presence and superstitious splendors of the Grand Lama, religionin
itsexterior forms approaches still nearer to the Roman Catholic, "Friar Horace says, that in the main
the religion of Thibet is but the counterpart of the Romish.”

In Japan the government is tyrannical, and the religion essentially idolatrous. Catholicism was
introduced into the empirein the beginning of the seventeenth century, but the Jesuits being detected
In some intrigues in the affairs of the government, an order was issued by the jealous and arbitrary
Emperor, in 1615., for the entire suppression of the new religion. Sincethat period aviolent prejudice
has existed among the Japanese against every thing bearing the Christian name. They annually
trample upon the image of the Saviour, the Virgin Mary, and the Cross; and thus perpetuate their
hatred to Christianity.

In the Tartar Regionsreligion is"amixture of Lamaism, Islamism, and Gentooism, partaking in
some cases aso of a resemblance to the corruptions of the Greek and Romish churches."' The
Laplanders are full of idolatry and pray to their Ancient idols.

The Islands south of Asiatogether with the whole continent of Africa, isone sink of the grossest
and most abominable idolatries! Every thing from the sun and stars down to the stones they tread
upon, iswith the inhabitants an object of worship, while the doctrine of the Metempsychosis, or of
Transmigration, rendersthem miserabl e or happy according asit happensto touch their hopesor their
fears.*

The great and extensive East, and the South, asit respectsreligion, are, perhaps even now, in no
better a condition than at the advent of our blessed Lord and Saviour. The countries which compose
these vast portions of the Globe, are full of false religion and bad government; the effects of which,
are ignorance, immorality, misery, degradation.

What then is to be done for the great East and South? For myself, beloved Brethren, | am not
persuaded that the Patrons and Disciples of the Ancient Gospel and Ancient order of the church,
though comparatively few in number,

* "Kolloh is the name of a great spirit who is supposed to reside in the vicinity of Yaugroo, in
Western Africa He makes his abode in the woods, and is rarely seen except on mournful occasions,
such asthe death of their king, or of some other of their head men, or when a person has been buried
without having observed the usual ceremonies of dancing, drinking palmwine, &c. in remembrance
of their departed friends. The Kolloh is made of Bamboo sticks and porcupine quills; it has a very
frightful appearance; when the people are delinquent and forget to perform the usual ceremonies, a
certain man, afaithful servant of the Devil, puts the Kolloh on his head, and stalks about the country
scaring the people, and driving them to the place of assembly."
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are wholly dispossessed of the means necessary to render assistance to these benighted portions of
mankind. Our churches already embrace men of the first talents and acquirements; in the number of
those who have obeyed the Original Gospel, and been immersed for remission of sins, are found,
Judges, Generals, Colonels, Statesmen, Lawyers, Physicians, Professors of Colleges, Heads of
Academies, Scholars and Philosophers. Are not the talents and attainments of these distinguished
Brethren the property of the church?Will she not then turn them to the nobl e purposesfor which they
have been consecrated by faith in Jesus Christ; and by so doing raise up, even at the eleventh hour,
a people for his name in the four quarters of the earth? Shall the Son of God appear a second time
amongst us without any adequate preparations for his reception? Behold heis at the door! Shall we
not make one final struggle then to atone for the misconduct of those who have thrown upon our
handsthe Christianreligioninits present state of deepest prostration? O that the men of the Christian
nation, the princes of the Most High, would frame an embassy of their nobler Brethren, to debate the
guestion of pardon and eternal life in the courts and cabinets of the judges and kings of the earth!

In the West the Holy Scriptures constitutes the basis of religion; for Judaism, the Greek church,
Romanism, Mahometanism,* Protestantism, &c. are only so

* That Mahometanism is only a deflection from the true religion, was the opinion of that great
and good man George Stanley Faber: making allowance for the false and arrogant pretensions of its
founder, it isnothing else; and this may be learned from the Credo, of the Musselmans, in which the
authority of the Bible is openly avowed, and which reads as follows

Mahometan Credo.

| believein the Bookswhich have been delivered from heaven, by the Prophets, asin thismanner
was the Koran given to Mahomet, the Pentateuch to Moses, the Psalter to David and the Gospel to
Jesus: | believe in the Prophets and the miracles which have been performed. Adam was the first
Prophet and Mahomet the last. | believe that for the space of 50,000 years the righteous shall repose
under the shade of theterrestrial Paradise: and the wicked shall be exposed to the burning rays of the
sun. | believe in the bridge Srat, which passes over the bottomless pit of hell. It isasfineasahair,
and is sharp as asaber. All must pass over it, and the wicked shall be thrown off.. | believe in the
water pools of Paradise. Each of the Prophets has, in Paradise, abasin for his own use; the water is
whiter than milk, and sweeter than honey. On the ridges of the poolsavessel to drink out of, and they
are bordered with stars. | believe in heaven and hell, theinhabitants of the former know no want, and
the Houris who attend them are never afflicted with sickness. The floor of Paradise is musk, the
stones are silver, and the cement gold. The wicked are, on the contrary, tormented with fire, and by
voracious and poisonous animals.

Jewish Credo.
The religious tenets of the Modern Jews are to be found in the celebrated confession of faith
drawn up by Maimonides at the close of the twelfth century. It is asfollows:
I. | believe with a true and perfect faith, that God is the Creator, (whose name be blessed,)
governor, and maker of all creatures; and that he hath wrought all things, worketh, and shall work,
for ever.
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many deflections from the smple dictations of the Divine Oracles. The countriesinto which these declensions
from the true religion have spread themselves

[1. 1 believe, with a perfect faith, that the Creator (whose name be blessed) is one; and that such an unity
asisin him can be found in none other; and that be alone hath been our God, is, and for ever shall be.

3. | believe, with a perfect faith, that the Creator (whose name be blessed) is not corporeal, not to be
comprehended with any bodily properties; and that there is no bodily essence that can be likened unto him.

4. | believe, with a perfect faith, the Creator (whose name be blessed) to be the first and the last, that
nothing was before him, and that he shall abide the last for ever.

5. | believe, with a perfect faith, that the Creator (whose name be blessed) isto be worshipped, and none
else.

6 | believe, with a perfect faith, that all the words of the prophets are true.

7. | believe, with a perfect faith, that the prophecies of Moses our master, (may he rest in peacel) were
true; that he was the father and chief of al wise men that lived before him, or ever shal live after him.

8. | believe, with a perfect faith, that dl the law, which at this day isfound in our hands, was delivered
by God himself to our master Moses, (God's peace be with him,

9. | believe, with a perfect faith, that the same law is never to be changed, nor any other to be given us
of God (whose name be blessed.)

10. | believe, &c. that God (whose name be blessed) understandeth dl the works and thoughts of men,
asit iswritten in the prophets: he fashioneth their hearts alike, he understandeth all their works.

11. 1 believe, &c. that God will recompense good to them that keep his commandments, and will punish
them who transgress them.

12. | believe, &c. that the Messiah is yet to come; and although he retard his coming, yet | will wait for
him till he come.

13. | believe, &c, that the dead shall be restored to life, when it shall seem fit unto God, the Creator
(whose name be blessed, and memory celebrated world without end.

Amen.)

Greek Credo.

The Greek Church, without any established Articles of Faith, receives the Holy Scriptures, and the
Decrees of the first seven General Councils.

1. The Council of Nice, 325 against Arius.

2.. Thefirst of Constantinople, 381 against Macedonius.

3. The Council of Ephesus, 431 against Nestorius.

4. The Council of Chalcedon, 451 against Eutychus.

5. The second of Constantinople, 453 against Origen's writings.

6. The third of Constantinople, 680 against Sergius, &cC.

7. The second of Nice, 787 against the |dol-Breakers.

Romish Credo.

Thefinicd, starched, but dangerous, because murderous credo of the Romanists. we here subjoinin the
form of anote, It is called the Creed of Pope Pius IV, and is embraced in twenty-four articles.

ART. |. | believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of al things visble
and invisible. The one true and living God in three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

ART. II, | believein one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God; begotten
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with the most remarkable success, are the Western Asia, Northern Africa, Europe, and the civilized
portion of the New World.

of the Father, before adl worlds; light of light; very God of very God; begotten not made; being of one
substance with the Father by whom all things were made.

ART. 1. Who for men, and our salvation, came down from heaven, and wasincarnate of the Holy Ghost,
of the Virgin Mary, and was made man.

ART. IV. And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried.

ART. V. And the third day rose again according to the scriptures.

ART. VI. He ascended into heaven; sits at the right hand of the Father.

ART. VIl Andisto come again with glory, to judge both the living and the dead, of whose kingdom there
shall be no end.

ART. VIII. | believe inthe Holy Ghost, the Lord and giver of life, who proceed. from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified who spake by the prophet.

ART. IX. | believe in one only catholic and apostolic church.

ART. X. | acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins.

ART. XI. | look for the resurrection of the dead.

ART. XII. | believein the life of the world to come. Amen

ART. XIII. I most firmly admit and embrace the apostolical and ecclesiastical traditions, and all other
observances and constitutions of the same church.

ART. X1V. | do admit the Holy Scriptures in the same sense that our Holy Mother Church doth whose
businessit isto judge of the true sense and interpretation of them and | will interpret them according to the
unanimous consent of the fathers.

ART. XV. | do professand believe, that there are seven sacraments, truly and properly so called, instituted
by Jesus Christ our Lord, and necessary for the salvation of mankind, though not all of them to every one,
(viz.) baptism, confirmation, eucharist, penance, extreme unction, orders, and matrimony; and that they do
confer grace, and that of these things, baptism, confirmation, and orders cannot be repeated without sacrilege.
| aso receive and admit the received approved rites of the Catholic Church, in her solemn administration of
all the aforesaid sacraments.

ART. XVI. | embrace and receive every thing that hath been defined and declared by the holy Council
of Trent, concerning origina sin and justification.

ART. XVII. | do aso profess, that in the mass there is offered unto God a true, proper, and propitiatory
sacrifice for the quick and the dead; and that, in the most holy sacrament of the Eucharist, there is truly,
realy, and substantially, the body and blood, together with the soul and divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ; and
that there isacon version made of the whole substance of the bread into the body, and of the whole substance
of the wine into the blood; which conversion the whole Catholic Church call TRANSUBSTANTIATION.

ART. XVIII. And | believe that under one kind only, whole and entire, Christ is taken and received.

ART. XIX. | do firmly believe there isa purgatory, and that the souls kept prisonersthere do receive help
by the suffrage of the faithful.

ART. XX | do believe, that the saintsreigning together with Christ are to be worshipped and prayed unto;
and that they do offer prayer unto God for us; and that their relics are to be had in veneration

ART. XXI. | do believe that the images of Christ, of the blessed Virgin the Mother of God, and of other
saints, ought to be had and retained, and that due honour and veneration ought to be paid unto them.

ART. XXII. I do affirm that the power of indulgences was left, by Christ in the Church; and that the use
of them is very beneficial to Christian people.
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The Jewish Religion asawritten religion, is so perfectly settled and described in the Pentateuch
as to be easily understood by the devout and curious of al professions. The Modern Jews are
eminently distinguished for the ardent hopes which they entertain of the speedy advent of Messiah,
who, they believe, isto be atemporal prince. They are transcendently excited in many parts of the
earth where they now sojourn; and they abhor Christianity.

The Greek, and Roman churches, which are so similar in their doctrines and the number and
burdensomeness of their rites and ceremonies, have so fortified themsel ves behind the magistracy of
the several kingdoms, over which they are dispersed, and are so imbedded in the prejudices and
affections of the people asto present formidable and effectual barriersto the progress of the simple,
ancient. Gospel of the New Testament. Neverthel ess, thetimewhen God, according to the sureword
of prophecy, will subtract from these splendid, but fal se establishments, the civil basisonwhich they
rest, and put it into the hearts of kings, to "hate" and detest them, is joyfully anticipated, by the
advocates of the Original Gospel.

ART. XXIII. I do acknowledge the holy Catholic and apostolic Roman Church to be the mother
and mistress of all churches; and | do promise and swear true obedience to the bishop of Rome, the
successor of Peter, the prince of the Apostles, and the Vicar of Jesus Christ.

ART. XXIV. | do undoubtedly receive and profess all other thingsthat are delivered defined by
the sacred canons and ecumenical councils, and especially by the holy Synod of Trent: and all other
things contrary hereunto, and all heresies condemned, rejected and anathematized by the church, |
do likewise condemn, reject, and anathematize.

Protestant Credo.

I, believe in God the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in his Son Jesus
Christ, our Lord; who wasborn of the Virgin Mary; crucified, dead, and buried; descended into hell;
the third day he arose again from the dead; ascended into heaven, where he sitteth at the right hand
of God; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost, the
Holy Catholic Church; the communion of Saints; the resurrect ion of the dead: and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Unbeliever's Credo.

"I believe that thereis no God, but that matter is God, and God is matter; and that it is no matter
whether there is any God or no. | believe aso, that the world was not made; that the world made
itself; that it had no beginning; that it will last for ever, world without end.—I believe that aman is
a beadt, that the soul is the body, and the body is the soul; and that after death there is neither body
nor soul.—I believethereisno religion; that natural religion isthe only religion; and that al religion
isunnatural. | believe not in Moses; | believe in the first philosophy; | believe not the Evangelists |
believein Chubb, Collins, Toland, Tindal, Morgan, Mandeville, Woolston, Hobbes| believein Lord
Bolingbroke; | believe not St. Paul. | believe not revelation; | believe in tradition; | believe in the
Talmud: | believe in the Aicoran; | believe not the Bible; | believe in Socrates; | believe Confucius;
| believe in Sanconiathan; | believe in Mahomet; | believe not in Christ.—Lastly, | believe in all
unbelief."

Christian's Credo.
"Behold my beloved Son in whom | delight!™
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Thelow and distressed condition of certain remnantsof theindependent Grecian profession, with
that of others, scattered throughout Egypt, Abyssinia, Armenia, Georgia, Mesopotamia, &c. present
these sects as proper objects of Christian philanthropy to the generous and enlightened Disciple of
the Lord Jesus. Heretofore no splendid nor extensive enterprize could rationally be expected fromthe
Brethren; six winters have not yet past away since the re-enunciation of the Gospel in its original
terms; but the time is fast approaching, it is hoped, when the Disciples of the Ancient Gospel will
seize on more illustrious prizes, and celebrate more brilliant and extensive victories, than can,
possibly, be won, in their wars with the innumerable and pertinacious sects, by which they are, at
present every where, surrounded. May we not hope, that men, of nobler mould than ourselves, of
more varied and extensive talents, of boundless acquirements, and gloriousdaring, will yet arise, and
by this same organ of conversion, the Original Gospel, lead whole tribes and kingdoms to God by
Jesus Christ our Lord?Y es, if wearefound incompetent, spiritsyet unbornwill ariseandfill the earth
with the glory of the Lord.

But of the three great parties in the Gentile Church, Greek, Roman, and Protestant,—the last,
divided, and broken into innumerable small sects, offer the feeblest, though not the fewest, obstacles
to the progress of the Ancient Gospel. Unclothed, or stript of the secular power necessary to increase
the number of their votaries by force, or to doom to confiscation, and to the stake, the Bastille, or the
dungeons of the Inquisition, those who descent from their communion, the several parties of the
Protestant world, are left dependant for the success of their systems, and for self-defence, whoally, to
the conformity of their faith and order to the fundamental maxims on which the illustrious leaders
of the Protestant Reformation, began their warfare against the Romanists, viz: That the Word of God,
IS the Supreme Arbiter in religion; and that its sense is one: in other terms, that "the word of God
means what it says,"

The Protestant world is composed, generaly, of Lutherans, Episcopalians, Methodists,
Presbyterians, Baptists, Covenanters, Quakers, Independents, Congregationalists, Moravians,
Seceders, Shakers, Swedenborgians, Unitarians, Universalists, &c. But, as Romanism, the Greek
church, and Protestantism, constituting distinct massesof religious profession, opposed to the onward
and upward course of the glorious Gospel, are not to be regarded as offering barriers to its progress
equally effectual, but are to be conceived of, rather as ascal e of obstacles, graded from bad to worst,
Romanism being in the zenith, so also the sects, which make up the entire mass of Protestantism, are
in opposition, not one, but many; and are inspired with, and characterized by, a greater or less
distinguished zeal, against the simpl e, beautiful and accessible salvation of the Original Gospel, from
the grave Episcopalian downward to the Shaker. It merits particular notice also, that these sects are
not so many inert obstacles, lying exanimate in the way of the Gospel, and retarding its free course
and glorification in society, by their mere breadth, and bulk, and weight, but are active and warlike
in the extreme; often inviting to hostilities, and in their games.



14 The Evangelist.

sometimes unfrequently playing off, upon our proclaimers, and even upon the Gospel itself, all the
tempest of their party artillery.

Whether, therefore, we look to the East, or to the West, religion, as is seen, is in the most
deplorable condition. Inthe East it isfalse.—Inthe West it is corrupted. But in both the East, and the
West, it is proved to be a most obsequious and flexible organ for the advancement of bad
government—the promotion of priestly and royal aristocracies—and the seduction of the people. In
the East it is, Bramhins and Priests.—In the West it is Popes and Prelates. but in both, it is to the
peopl e, ignorance, expense, oppression, and immorality. The present sunken and low state of the East
and We<t, in relation to religion, and their immediate and future elevation, form, it is conceived,
points of intense interest for the consideration of al who are concerned for the conversion of
mankind.

The conversion of the world is a sacred charge committed to the dutifulness, honor, and good
faith, of all the Disciples; every thing, therefore, subsidiary to thisobject, or having adirect tendency
to promote its accomplishment, is to be regarded by them as in the highest degree valuable.

Sincetherestoration of the Ancient Gospel, many thingshave occurred, of anature, some of them
to retard, some of them, to accelerate its successful progress. Among the matters which has greatly
tended to advanceitssuccess, aretheluminousexpositions of the Gospel, which, sinceitsrestoration,
have been submitted to all America, in the public prints of the brethren, the Messenger, and
particularly, that distinguished organ of reformation, the Millennial Harbinger. In these prints, the
order, import, intent, and authority; the ssmplicity, suitability, reasonableness, divinity and value of
the Gospel, inall itsparts, have been plead, with triumphant success, until the churchesarefilled with
itsglory. Faith, repentance, baptism, remission of sins, the Holy Spirit and the resurrection, have all,
as terms of the Gospel, been accurately and amply defined, illustrated, defended, and enforced with
great point, beauty and variety of reason and scripture, until it would be as difficult for its opposers
to impugn the competency of those who advocate and defend it, asit would be for thorn to prove it
human instead of Divine. Praised be God and Jesus our Lord.

Among the things, which by the grace of God, have operated in its more extensive diffusion at
home, are to be regarded the increased experience of innumerable Evangelists, who, since its
restoration, have been convinced of itsoriginality, and of the plans, which were, then, adopted for its
speedy and successful progress. "Since that time," says my beloved, Brother Campbell, when
speaking of its practical restoration, in 1827, "the number of Evangelists, has greatly increased and
many thousands have been blessed with the knowledge of salvation, through the remission of their
sins. The ground having been, extensively, prepared for the reception of the primitive faith and
ingtitutions, the reformation rapidly spread al over this continent, and is hourly extending its
conquests, not only under the governments of the New World, but in the Old World. Blessed be name
of the
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Lord, who alone does all these great things!" The Gospel is now proclaimed on the seaboard and
beyond the Mississippi, in Texas and beyond the Lakes. It has crossed the Alleghenies, it has gone
to the Rocky Mountains. It isin Mexico and Canada. It has traversed the Atlantic. It was more than
heaven could hold, and must fill the world. All the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of God!

The enlightened and diligent evangelist, whether viewed in relation to the mere moral
amelioration, which his labours yield to society in general, or in. relation to the actual salvation,
which, under Christ, he effects in those, who obey the Gospel, is of all men the object of our most
dignified, affectionate, and generousregard. Wheresoever, therefore, the human foot hastrodden the
soil, thither may the Evangelists of glory and salvation tend; may they stretch along the distant sea-
coasts like the arms of the ocean; may they cross all continents; may they spread themselves abroad
liketheriversupon the face of the earth; may they ascend with the mountains, may they descend with
the valleys; may they descend into the islands of the sea; may they be diffused among men likelight,
till the earth shall befilled with the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the face of the great deep!

Another point of much interest in promoting the success of the good cause of the Gospel, isthe
continuous and increasing devel opment of liberality among the churches. The Brethren every where
begin to discern the relation between the labours of the Evangelist, and the conversion of mankind;
and between his expenses and their own duty, to him and his family. Instances, however, there are
of individuals and churches, who vouchsafe not to the financial concerns of the body, the regard, to
which they are most obviously entitled; but inattention of hisnaturewill, it is presumed, be speedily
absorbed in the rapidly increasing interests of the glorious Gospel, to the spread of which the
Brethren, every where, are daily becoming more and more alive.

What Evangelist has not felt the immeasurable disproportion existing between small audiences
and the extent, the boundless extent of the Apostolic mission,

Goyeinto all theworld and proclaim the good newsto every creature? Could the East and West
be assembled—could all the tribes of men, from Japan to Spain, from Siberia to the Cape, from
Berhings Straitsto those of Magellan, be, on one vast plain assembled, theimmense mass, even then,
would fail to fill up the measure of the message of heaven in this point,—which may be called its
point of audience, for the Gospel isnot to one generation, but to al, from Jesusto the resurrection of
the dead. Of the matters, therefore, which have conspired to facilitate and hasten onward the Ancient
Gospel, a practice in such harmony with the Apostolic message as that of drawing together large
assemblagesof peopleunder the name of yearly meetings, associ ations, camp-meetings, big meetings,
or any other name, is by no meansto be disregarded. On the contrary this custom ought every where
to be encouraged. And the church, or churches holding such meeting, ought to be provident, and, by
select and special servants, furnish on such occasions all possible accommodations for the
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people. It is not contrary to my experience to say, that such an assembly, supplied with competent
Evangelists, will do more for the conversion of the district of country in which the church holding it
Is placed, than all the particular meetings of the church for six months; for, however much the order,
and godliness of the brethren may concern the world, and without them alas! for the world! yet the
organ of conversion, the organ of immediate influence in the reformation of men, isthe Gospel—the
Gospel orally announced. In the walk of the brethren the Gospel can, indeed, be seen in its point of
utility; but in preaching it can be read in al its attributes of suitability, power, wisdom, and utility.

The Ancient Gospel isframed by awisdom truly divine, and like all the other works of God, is
stamped with the double intelligence of adaptation and utility. The few facts therefore, on which it
Is founded; the simplicity, purity .and power of its principles; the richness and blessedness of its
privileges; and the extent and splendour of its hopes and expectations, are all easily pointed out and
described, by theweakest of itsdisciples. Among the effective means, therefore, which have operated
to produce its present and ever spreading fame, are to be enumerated, as not the least pleasing and
efficient, the labours of al the brethren, in their own domiciles, and districts, and localities. Very
much has been accomplished in this way, since its restoration; and perhaps, never on earth, but it
avails, as will be sufficiently appreciated from the eminent services rendered to the Truth by these
distinguished brethren, who have availed themselves of the popularity of their professions, and
scattered the seeds of our salvation in wide profusion along the land. These are physicians, lawyers,
esquires, post-masters, heads of academies, state officers, scholars, agriculturalists, or farmers.

If schools for the study of the scriptures, have not, heretofore, subserved the good cause of the
Ancient Gospel, to the extent, which might reasonably have been expected, it has been becausethese
nurseries have been rendered suspicious by the party purposes, which they seemto haveinview. The
abuse of any thing, however, annuls not the natural and necessary use of it, and therefore, if the
advocatesof the Truthin Christ, discern in theseinstitutions, any thing either subsidiary to, or having
adirect tendency to promote the interests of the Gospel, they will doubtless seize upon such facility,
and promptly becomethe active and enlightened patrons of these schools. A church-school, to be held
every Lord's-day morning, has been commenced in Carthage. The Disciplesfeeling the defectiveness
of their own early Christian education, and deploring the unproductiveness of the schemes pursued
by ministers, for the instruction of the public, have resolved to atonefor the past to the most effectual
manner, and accordingly, with their children and their fellow-villagers, have formed themselvesinto
a church-school, for committing and studying the Holy Oracles. They assemble in a house of their
own, and, on such occasions, there may be seen whole families, parents and children, husbands and
wives, saints and sinners, bishops, deacons and evangelists, classed off, and under their proper
instructors, studying, or reciting the laws, ordinances, statutes, and commandments of my Lord.

It were to be wished, however, that our common day-schools embraced the study of the Divine
Oracles.
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So far then in relation to the Gospel, and to those facilities, which under God, have conspired to
exalt it in society.

Inrelation to order, the churches, by force of scripture, and by elaborate discussionsin our public
journals, of divers points of variousinterest to their well being, have been brought to almost a perfect
uniformity of order:* making allowances for the incipient and weak condition of some of them, the
Disciples generally, meet on the first day of the week, to break bread; and to render a blameless,
humble, and willing obedience to the statutes and commandments of my Lord the King. On these
occasions, they read the Holy Scriptures, sing, pray, exhort, and teach; and if there be present a
capable brother, the opportunity isimproved, to the good of the souls of those present, who have not
yet obeyed the Gospel; that is, repentance, and remission of sinsis proclaimed in the name of Jesus
Christ, as was begun at Jerusalem by his order. Blessed be his holy name, and the name of his God,
and Father!

Every person, intimately acquainted with the Protestant Churches, must be aware of the
lamentable ignorance, which pervades, them in relation, not only, to the things that should be, but
even to the things that now are. Of the Original, Holy Gospel, the ministers and members are
surprisingly ignorant; of the proper and primitive order of the Church, they are ignorant; and of the
application of the faith and order of our religion, to the formation of individual, family and church
character, they areignorant. They are unjudging aso of the thingsthat shall be; of the coming of our
Lord they are unjudging; of the issue of the present age, of the resurrection of the just, and of the
millenium, they are unjudging! Alas! for it may be said of them, with propriety, what was said of the
Ancient Israglites, "My people are dying for lack of knowledge." Honorable and exalted exceptions,
to this, no doubt, there are; but for ourselves we know of none: for the modes of teaching pursued,
by the public instructors of the day, and the shocking and profane practice, which that order of men
have, of styling the Word of God "adead letter,” T and of telling the people they can neither believe,
obey, nor understand it, paralizes every effort on the part of the public to become acquainted with its
contents, and the destination of all religious improvements, is the total extinction of light and
knowledge.

The government, which obtainsin our assemblies, is by Bishops or overseers; and the churchis
waited upon by Deacons, that is servants. Both those officers generally are either farmers or
mechanics; men remarkable for simplicity of manners and humbleness of mind, rather than variety
of talent, or

* If any person studying the Holy Scriptures on a particular point of order, feels in need of
assistance, hewould find hisaccount in consulting those piecesin the C. Baptist, which are under the
caption, "Ancient Order of Things." ED.

T A person grim with predestination, and galvanized by Calvinism, told the Editor afew nights
ago, that the Word of God, alone, could no more effect the conversion of a sinner than an old
amanac!
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of great learning. Most of them, however, are fond of improvement, devoted to reading, and well
skilled in the holy scriptures. Their influence in the churches, is not that of spiritual guides, priests,
clergymen, or resolvers of cases of conscience, but only that of chief men among the brethren,
distinguished chiefly for their superior attainments, and godly examples, neverthel ess some scholars,
judges, esquires, physicians, and heads of academies, are occasionally elected to preside over the
churches, and to serve them. A Deacon never, and a Bishop seldom, perhaps never, receives, any
pecuniary compensation for hislabours, unless he teach and proclaim the Gospel, aswell as, preside:
and heis changed at the pleasure of the brethren, if the interests of the society are not advanced by
his administration.

Discipline in the churches, is every where that of Christ and the Apostles, and varying with the
nature of the case: Offences are personal, congregational, or mixed; and the laws of my Lord the
King, are, in cases of discipline, read off from the face of the New Testament, and applied
accordingly.

The manners and customs, of the families composing the reformation, are becoming, holy, and
simple. Generaly, they pray night and morning, intheir little domestic circles; shake hands, sing, and
rejoice before the Lord: some of them are growing into the habit of reciting, instead of reading the
Holy Scriptures, at such times, and thus have a kind of family school. Many of their children can
recite chapters, and some perhaps, wholebooks. Thisisaholy, salutary, enriching custom, and merits
al encouragement. The brethren are fond of entertaining strangers, they wash their feet; and some
of ussalutethemwith aholy kiss; but thislast custom hasin the churches, suffered adoubleviolence.
Some make it a public, church ordinance, and so offend the public; others divorce it from the
kingdom wholly, and so offend those brethren who approve it, and who very and properly believe,
that the Apostles who enjoined it were men of as much taste, delicacy, and, to say the least, know,
aswell as we do, the manners and customs which were best befitting our Holy Kingdom.

But besides the Gospel, in which she is founded, and the order by which she worships and is
exalted, the Church isan imperiumin imperio; that is, sheis an internal, spiritual kingdom, seated
within the bounds of external, temporal kingdoms, but distinct from them; and therefore, having her
external aswell asinternal, or foreign aswell ashomerelations, sheisbound, by the highest motives,
to answer to thelir foreign relations, the solemn and dignified consideration to which, by their nature,
they are so eminently intitled For the benefit of those empires, or republics in which she sojourns,
therefore, it behooves her to have her sacred doctrines, or the scriptures, translated into the various
languages. Those who labour for her, ought, as the scriptures direct, to be men of the best character,
and of good report with those, who are without the pale of her religious dominion: Sheis bound to
incul cate obedience to magistrates, and to honor the civil institutes of the nations. But thoughts on
the external relations of the church, are much needed, and if in accordance with the scriptures would
be exceedingly useful.
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Some may think, perhaps, that the church holds the helm of the nations by the civil education of
her children: however thisis, the education of our children is of such transcendent importance, asto
command itself, aliketo the head and heart, the affections and enlightened reason of all the disciples.
Childrenarenaturally fond of amusement, anditisproper that thisappetite should, to acertain extent,
be gratified, but the sports and past times of our common schools, are most of them exotic; they are
not naturally American, but have been imported from the countries of serfs and slaves, and
unbecoming children, who are the hopes of the Republic; they are defiled, also, by profanity, and
unworthy of those, who are in future to form the Church of God.

The partisans have, this year, discovered no common degree of hostility to the Ancient Gospel,
their attacks upon certain of its most obvious points—as remission and the spirit—have been
characterized by a courage and a zeal which would have done honor to a better cause: Dr. Cleland,
Mr. Clough, Mr. Waterman and Mr. Lynd, have, successively appeared, at once, to impugn the
Original Gospel, and to defend the merits of the opposing systems, respectively maintained by
Presbyterians, M ethodists, Baptists, and New Lights; the Norththe South, the East and theWest, New
Y ork and Cincinnati, Pittsburgh and Lexington, have each furnished the "the man of war."

It is presumed, however, that in al this, the Truth has not suffered any obscuration or restraint.
On the contrary, it has become more brilliant and impressive; it has become better understood by
those who love it; its advocates have enlarged the field of their experience, they have met their
opponents at the points at which they were pleased to maketheir appearance; have been led to discern
the best modes of defence, and have, by thewill of God, played the artillery of light with such success
asto greatly annoy, and in many instances to discomfit their opponents.

Let us not be discouraged: let us rather as soldiers of salvation, and not of condemnation, arm
ourselves with renewed courage, and advance the interests of our religion with alacrity; let us meet,
and prepare ourselves to meet, men of all sentiments, with the respect and courtesy due to them, as
men; and with the philanthropy and piety, expected from usas Christians. L et usreason the case with
Atheists, Deists, Sceptics, and Sectarists, and in our reasonings, let us appeal to fact and to the
evidences of revelation; let us appeal to Nature and to the views of Nature, speaking by the thousand
tongues, that the Hand which made usisDivine. Finally, let usshow to all, that if nature and society
combined, have made men what they are, religion by her united energy, has made us what we ought
to be, innocent, elevated, kingly, and divine!

WALTER SCOTT.
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Notice.

The following pleasing notice of Brother Campbell, and of his appearance in New Y ork, and
Philadel phia, isextracted from the " Pennsylvanialnquirer," alarge and el egant newspaper of thelast
named city. We, with pleasure, copy it into the Evangelist for the gratification of many of our readers,
towhom our distinguished and beloved Brother has, under Jesus our Lord, endeared himself by many
precious favours. ED.

" Mr. Campbell, the Baptist minister, who was so successful in the controversy, he some time
since held, at Cincinnati, with Robert Owen, hasarrived inthiscity, and will do doubt, preach severa
times before he leaves Philadelphia. The Now Y ork Gazette of Tuesday last, says of this eminent
speaker: "He delivered a lecture at Tammany Hall, on Sunday evening,, on the evidences of
Christianity, to one of the largest audiences ever assembled at that place. Last evening he preached
at the Union Baptist Chapel, in Mott street, near the Cathedral, and took afarewell of hisNew Y ork
friends, previous to his departure for the West. The eloquence of Mr. C., although not of that
boisterous kind*, so popular at the present day, is extremely pleasing and captivating. It isin thetrue
style of the Demosthenian oratory—that of the matter, and not the manner. He has edited a new
trandation of the scriptures, and sustains a high character for learning and piety west of the
Allegiances."

CORRESPONDENCE.

Thefollowinginterestingletter isfrom our beloved Bro. Matthew Clapp of Mentor, and furnishes
uswith astrikingillustration of David's asseveration of the Divine Providence. "He maketh thewrath
of man to praise Him." ED.

Matthew to his beloved Bro. Scott, wishes health and happiness.

Dear Sir,

| embrace the present moment to address a few lines to you, By the favour of our Father in
heaven we are all well.
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TheDisciplesinthisvicinity, arein atolerable state of health corporally and intellectually. | have
recently witnessed the power of the Ancient Gospel in revolutionizing a Baptist church in Jefferson,
Hahtabula Co. As the circumstances are somewhat peculiar, | shall trespass upon your patience by
relating afew of them.

A few individualsin the church, had been looked upon asrather heretical for several years—had
read Brother Campbell's writings some; but at length for the sake of peace in the church they had
discontinued their readings. A few months since they had arevival, and several young persons and
children, were added to the church; but upon a certain first day when some persons were to be
baptized; alittle girl, about 10 years old, who had been studying the scriptures most devoutly, for a
longtime, cameforward and requested baptism. It so happened, that, she had never heard an orthodox
experience, and all she knew of Christianity she had learned from the Sacred Record. When asked
by the Priest, if she thought she was a Christian, she very Scripturally answered, "she did not know,
that, any one could be considered a Christian until he obeyed Christ, but she wished ardently to
become a Christian." But this was rank heterodoxy to talk of becoming a Christian by obeying the
great king, although "He has becomethe Author of eternal salvationto all who obey Him." The priest
was thunderstruck, but soon collected himself enough to "Forbid water," that she should not be
baptized. Upon this her father (who had been one of those deemed most heretical) arose, and required
of the Elder ascriptural reason for refusing to baptize thelittle daughter, and al so scriptural authority
for culling any disobedient person a Christian. The cry of heresy was then raised against him. A
meeting was called to consider his case and examine his principles. He was excluded as a heretic. A
vigorous effort was then made by the leader to purge the church. To this end, articles of agreement
were drawn up, the purport of which was, "No fellowship with any, that would read the writings of
A. Campbell, or that imbibed any of his sentiments.” Then followed a summary of what they
understood, his sentimentsto be. To this one of the most influential members of the church objected
in the strongest terms,; spoke more than an hour upon the tyrannical nature of all such acts of
legislation, as being subversive, not only of Christian liberty, but also of the spirit and genius of our
constitution and political freedom. A committee was appointed to labour with him, who " ceased not
day and night, for the space of one week, to warn him with tears," but in vain. He was excluded.
Hereupon a grievance was drawn up by some one, and signed by eighteen members of the church,
who composed amost all the age, experience and intelligence of the body. The grievance was laid
before the church, but asthe aggrieved party far outnumbered the others, the elder entreated, that the
matter should be laid over to another meeting; when he assembled his orthodox friends, an hour,
before the time appointed, and [o!! ten persons excluded eighteen!!! All that had signed the grievance
were concluded in heresy, and as such the hand of fellowship was withdrawn from them. In this
distressed state they remained for several months, until the 1st of October last, when Bro. Collins of
Chardon, and myself, visited them, and
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proclaimed the word of the Lord to them. They formed into a church upon the "foundation of the
Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner-stone. Two persons were then
"baptized for the remission of sins," one of whom was the little girl aforesaid, who had her heart
broken ever since, she was prohibited the institution of remission; but now like the Ethiopian of old,
she could go on her "way rejoicing.” While orthodoxy would pronounce her carnal, not discerning
the"reign of God," we say, surely she was drawn to Jesus by the Father; for while he says, "No man
can come to me, except the Father, who sent me draw him," yet he adds, "as it is written in the
Prophets, they shall all be taught of God. Every one, therefore, that has heard, and learned of the
Father, cometh to me." Our Lord in the days of his flesh, healed a paralytic, and while the scribes
were disputing, whether he had power to forgive sins, the man was rejoicing in the fact, that he was
made whole. So while the modem scribes are debating whether the Sacred Oracles are aliving, or a
dead letter, honest souls are rgjoicing in the assurance, that the "Word is living and effectual,” that
"the Gospel isthe power of God unto salvation, because therein isreveal ed the righteousness of God
by faith," that is, "the forgiveness of sins, by faith in him, who is "the Lord our righteousness."

Four weeks afterwards | visited Jefferson again; immersed 3 persons; one member of the
Presbyterian church; and a happier congregation of Disciples | have never seen. There are several
truly intelligent, in the scripture, able to edify the body. The opposition is virulent in the extreme.
May the Lord preserve the Disciples blameless "unto his coming, and kingdom."

All the family, especially Alliciaand our sister, Jane Chapman, (who iswith us at present) join
me, in the warmest sal utation of love, to you and sister Scott and the little ones; favour be with you,
with all affection and esteem.

| remain yoursin the Lord.
MATTHEW S. CLAPP.

& & &&E&E& & & & & &

Rockville, Nov. 19th, 1833.
BELOVED BROTHER,

After longsilencel sit downto writeto you. | have not been unmindful of your coursefor thelast
seven years, nor of itsissue, but alas! the circumstances with which | am surrounded, prevent me
from making any visibleimpression in this neighbourhood. During thelast few years, | made severa
attemptsto addressthe people, from the Sacred Oracles. And sometimesthe Brethren from Baltimore
and other places visited us, and proclaimed the Gospel. But the sects prevailed against us. In
proportion as Mr. Campbell's views of baptism, the Spirit, & c. became more extensively known, the
people got more alarmed, being excited by the clergy. Mr. McVey, who had preached at Brookville,
about 9 miles from us, but who never collected the baptized in a church capacity, came to us with
Brother C. Farguharser of Baltimore. They spoke to the people here, but an uncommonly strong
current of prejudice set against us. Shortly after the time of which | speak, the clergy of thistown
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through their friends, circulated areport, that, | had forfeited al confidence with the people, and that
they would have me out of the Sunday School, as | had been superintendent, &c. A meeting of the
Board of Managers, was called, and Mr. Mines, the prest, a Presbyterian clergyman, asked liberty
to ask me some questionsrel ativeto certain reportsthat had been afl oat respecting my religious creed.
Hewasentirely disappointed. | would answer nothing. | would not recognize hisright to question me.

* * % % % % * *

This brings me to speak of Brother Campbell. He and the Brethren are to hold a Three Day's
Meeting, to commence on Friday, 22nd inst. in Baltimore. He comes from Norfolk. | wish by all
means that he may come to Rockville. He will be in Washington, and from thence to this place, is
only 16 miles. Heis» traveling with Mr. Burnet and Doctor Hall. May the Lord prosper their labour!
May the Reformation spread!!

Now Brother Scott, farewell. Fight thegood
fight of faith, and lay hold on eternal life. Pray for us, that we may be kept without offencetill the day
of Christ. Happy day! Well may we suffer reproach, well endure hardness; well may wetake patiently
the insults of the opposers of the Gospel which we proclaim, since God himself becomes our shield
and exceeding great reward.

Perhaps you may yet write me, and offer me some advice relative to my course in this
neighbourhood.

| remain yours in the hope of eternal life.
WILLIAM M'CLENAHAN.

& & & &L & & & & &

From the beloved Asa Runyon, Mayslick, Ky., 3d Dec. 1833.—Dearly beloved Brother Scott.
Y our kind letter of 22nd ult. was received this morning. We are getting along here much as usual in
our religious affairs; no additions to the disciples very lately; something upwards of 50 have been
added to the church during the past summer.

Brother Gates has just returned from avisit to Louisville, says they had a very happy meeting;
it terminated in much good to the Disciples, and 3 were added by confessing the Lord, and being
immersed in his Holy Name. O may the good Lord grant that the number of the faithful may be
greatly increased all over theland! O may the Disciplesof our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
in every place, have courage to stand up and contend earnestly for "the Faith, once delivered to the
Saints;" not by word only, but most effectually and successfully, by their godly behaviour inall good
works; for this| apprehend to be the prime meaning of the Apostles, in the above short exhortation.
This| conceive to to be the most effectual way to put to silence our opponents, and stop the mouths
of all gainsayers, who oppose the Holy Religion, we profess. O Lord bless, and strengthen the
Disciplesin every place! and grant that they may grow in knowledge, and in the favour of our blessed
King! and to thy great and Holy Name be all the praise. Amen.. My kind respectsto Brother Wright.
May grace, mercy and peace be mul-
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tiplied abundantly, to you and your dear family, and the dear Disciples with whom you congregate!
| often think of your dear son, who has recently confessed his faith in Jesus, as the Son of God and
his Saviour. Heis atender plant of the Lord. The same, | think | would say of Brother Wright's son.
Ah, dear Brethren, you ought as| trust you do, rejoice in the Lord, and bless his Holy Name. O that
| could hear ray children confess, and obey Jesusastheir Lord and Saviour! my soul would exult and
rejoice more exceedingly (wereit possible) in the Lord, for hisgoodness and mercy. My prayersand
best wishes for your health and happiness, both temporal and spiritual.
Y ours in the good hope.
ASA R. RUNYAN.
P.S. Please write me as often as convenient.

* * % * %

LOUISVILLE, Ky, Nov. 29th, 1833.
DEAR BROTHER SCOTT,

Our beloved Brother Gatesleft usthismorning, after spending nearly aweek among us. Wewere
somewhat disappointed at not seeing, or hearing at least, from you. We had truly a good meeting,
considering all the circumstances, such as, some difficulties we have had amongst ourselves, which,
by the by, have happily terminate. Three very intelligent femal es came forward and made the good
confession, and were immersed into, the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, for the remission
of their sins; and the Disciplesweretruly refreshed, and encouraged to persevere in the great cause,
which we have espoused. As | did not design writing to you, on the subject of our meeting when |
commenced, | must bring this part of try letter toaclose* * * * * * * * * %

* * % * %

D. GORDON.

All letters and papers to the Editor to be addressed in future as follows:
Walter Scott, Carthage, Hamilton Co., O.

2 The Evangelist Printing Office has been removed from Cincinnati to Carthage, a small
Village, seven miles along the Canal, where all kinds of Book, Newspaper, and Job printing, are
executed in the best style, on the cheapest terms. ED.
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Go you into all theworld, proclaim the good news to the whole creation: —he who believeth and
Isimmersed shall be saved; and he who believeth not shall be condemned.
MESSIAH.

NO. 2. CARTHAGE, FEBRUARY 2, 1834. VOL. 3.

THOUGHTS ON PARABLES.
No. 1.

The word parable, (derived from the Greek, parabolee, formed from the verb paraballo, to
compare, or, to set one thing by the side of another,) signifies primarily, a comparison.

The Proverbs of Solomon were called parables by the Ancient Hebrews, probably because they
abound in comparison, as may be seen in the following extract:

18. A man that bears false witness against his neighbour, is a maul, and a sword, and a sharp
arrow.

19. Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble, is like a broken tooth and a foot out of
joint.

20. As he that taketh away a garment in cold weather, and as vinegar upon nitre; so is he that
singeth songs to a heavy heart

21. If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he bethirsty, give him water to drink:

22. For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, and the Lord shall reward thee.



26 The Evangelist.

23. The north wind bringeth forth rain; so doth a backbiting tongue an angry countenance.
24. It is better to dwell in the corner of a house top, than with a brawling woman and in awide
house.
25. As cool watersto athirsty soul, so is good news from afar country.
Chap. XXV.

On account perhaps of this application of the term, it came to signify an adage, or wise-saying,
even where there was no comparison. It istwice used in this sense by the Saviour,—asin Luke, iv.
23."Y ou will doubtless say unto methis parable, (parabole,)" 'physician heal thyself:" and in chap.
xiv. 7. "He put forth a parable, &c. saying, when thou art bidden to awedding, sit not down in the
highest room," &c. which injunction indeed, resemble, one in Solomon's Proverbs, chap. xxv. v. 6,
7. See also Habakkuk, ii. 6.

Hence too, it was sometimes applied to a solemn declaration, whether prophetic or otherwise.
ThusBalaamissaid ‘to take up hisparable;' Job to continue hisparable,' & c. SeeMicah, ii. 4. Psalms,
Ixxii. 2., and Math, xv. 15.

The primitive and origina signification of the word, however, is, as has been already stated, a
comparison, or similitude, and in thissenseit is used whenever it occursin the New Testament, with
the exception mentioned. Thus in Hebrews, ix. 9. the tabernacle is called "a parabole, a model or
figurative representation of that more perfect one not made with hands; and in chap. xi. 19, Abraham
Issaid to have received Isaac from the dead in a paraeble, or emblematic figure: that is, therewas a
comparison between the Jewish tabernacle and the true one; and between Abraham receiving |saac,
and aresurrection from the dead.*

Parables or similitudes are of various kinds. Some are simple, in which, one thing is compared
to another; for example, as swallows appear in summer, bur retire at the approach of winter, so false
friendsshew themsel vesin prosperity, but disappear in the season of adversity. Compound similitudes
are those in which one thing is compared to several others, asin the following: what light is to the
world, physic to the sick, water to the thirsty, and rest to the weary, that is knowledge to the mind.

Similitudes are presented in an abbreviated form, as where it is simply stated, that one thing
resembles another, and the mind isleft to trace out for itself the points of comparison. At other times
they are enlarged upon, and drawn out in the form of short historical narrations, whether fixious or
otherwise, or in that of accurate and striking descriptions of natural objects, presenting to the mind
finished pictures, and requiring nothing but an application. Thus, whenitissaid, "Asthe apple-tree
among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons,"”

* Perhaps the resurrection of Jesus [Ed.
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the comparison is complete, yet it may be carried out more fully, by speaking of the delight
experienced in being "seated beneath his shadow," and the gratification enjoyed in partaking of "his
pleasant fruits." Again, when he who keeps the precepts of the Saviour is compared, by him, to "a
prudent man who built his house upon arock," the comparison is perfect, yet it may be beautifully
enlarged upon, by introducing the torrents as descending upon that housein vain, and by representing
it as standing unmoved and uninjured by the overflowing rivers, and the stormy winds of heaven.

Similitudes of this latter description are susceptible of a subdivision into the fabulous and the
rational. Of fabulous similitudes we have well known examples in the Fables of Esop, and in
Jotham's Fable of the Trees, in the Sth chapter of Judges. In these, .different animate and inanimate
objects, arerepresented as conversing, or addressed,* and as performing the actions of men. Rational
similitudes consist of narrations of things that are natural and possible, things which did happen, or
might have happened; and are thus distinguished from the fabul ous, for the former, whether feigned
or not, might be true, while the latter are necessarily false, it being impossible for brutes or treesto
Spesak.

There is yet another species of similitudes called symbols or iconisms, from eicon, an image.)
Here the object used for the purpose of comparison is substituted for that which it represents. This
seems to be what constitute? a symbol, These are found chiefly in the prophetic writings.

Concerning the purpose for which similitudes are employed, we have to observe, that it is for
illustration. It isagreat error, and a very common one to suppose that the use of this description of
figure, necessarily involve a subject in doubt and obscurity. On the contrary, nothing tends so much
to elucidate and explain, as appropriate similitudes or comparisons, which communicate to the mind
more perfect and determinate ideas of things before unknown, by com paring them with those with
which we are already familiar. Indeed in this respect, they far surpass any literal language, asis
evident from several considerations, as,

1. They arefound by experience better fitted to communicateinstructionto theinfant mind. Thus
iIf I wishto elucidate, or make plain to achild the prudential maxim, 'Do not undertake more than you
can accomplish,' by what naked arguments, or logical process of reasoning, can we succeed so well,
as by the use of some simple and striking comparison, as for instance, the following

* Thosesimilitudesinwhichirrational creatures are addressed asthough they wererational, even
although they are not represented as replying, are properly classed with tile fabulous. Of thiskind is
the Epilogue of Cyrus, sent to the lonians, who, after having at first rejected the proposals of
accommodation offered by Cyrus, became more submissive after some reverses of fortune, and sued
for peace. "A piper,” said he, "or the sea-shore, seeing somefishesinthewater, beganto play in order
to alure themto land; but finding them insensible to the music, employed a net with better success
When taken, they began to jump about upon the shore, but he observed to them. "It is unnecessary
now to dance, as | have ceased to play."
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from Epictetus: 'A boy discovering ajar with anarrow mouth, which contained somefigs, thrust his
hand into it, and seizing as many as he could hold, endeavored to withdraw his hand, but found
himself unable. Grasp but half the quantity, cried a person who observed him, and you will easily
succeed?' Or if we would explain and enforce the moral precept: Indulge not extravagant desire,’
where could we find any literal language capable of affecting this object is so perfect and brief a
manner as the familiar fable of the dog and hisimage: ‘A hungry dog having obtained alarge piece
of meat at the butcher's, was carrying it in his mouth across a narrow bridge, but seeing his own
Image in the water, and supposing it to be another dog carrying another piece of meat, he attempted
to lay hold of the imaginary prize, and in doing so lost what he already possessed?

2. They have been found to be better adapted to the infant state of society. We would suppose
indeed from analogy, that the method or means of instruction, best suited to achild, must necessarily
be best adapted to men, in a state of incipient civilization, where the intellectual faculties are just
beginning to be exercised in the pursuit of knowledge. And when we examine the early records of
nations, we find their first teachers invariably clothing their instructions in the familiar language of
similitudes. Thusthe Fables of Esop formed the first step towardsthe literature of Greece, and were,
no doubt, regarded by the people of that age as a very serious and useful composition. Thus too,
picture-writing, and hieroglyphics, formed the early written language of Egypt, of China, and of
Mexico; and hence, aso, the Aborigines of our own country are so much addicted to the use of
comparisons. It isevident then that a mode of instruction so well adapted to the infant mind, and the
infant state of society, must be preeminently calculated to elucidate, explain, or illustrate. But we
would notice

3dly. That they abound in the sacred writings more than in any other writings whatever, and as
these are intended to be understood by the humblest as well as the most exalted capacity, this
circumstance furnishes another proof that they possess, in ahigher degree than any literal language,
the power of illustration. When drawn from Nature, they have also this additional advantage, that in
all ages of theworld they have the same meaning, Nature being alwaysthe same. For example: when
the Saviour iscompared to aLamb, thereis presented to the mind a more beautiful and perfect image
of his character, than could be afforded by any literal description; and this representation is
unchangeably true, for a lamb has been at every period, what it will always continue to be, the
emblem of gentleness and innocence. Again, when he is called the "Sun of Righteousness," what
other expressions could, in so few words, communicate an idea so brilliant—Bo sublime, and at the
same time so easy of apprehension?

It is also worthy of remark, that the frequent use of similitudes, or parables, constituted one of
the most striking traits in the character of our Saviour, as a teacher. He who ‘ spake as never man
spake," in preaching the Gospel, to the poor, and adapting hisinstructionsto the ignorant, opened his
mouth in parables, and with the hand of a master drew from Nature those charming pictures
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with which hisdiscourses are adorned, and which are at once inimitablein design, and unrivaled for
simplicity and beauty.

While, however, we thus clearly perceive, that the effect and intention of parables, or
comparisons, isto illustrate, or make plain, we are aware that there are some passages of scripture,
which seemto favour theideathat they areintended to obscure and conceal . For instance, wearetold
that Jesus taught the people in parables, and explained everything to hisDisciplesin private. But that
we may have the matter fairly before us, we will here quote a parable. Matthew, to which chapter we
shall particularly advert, and to the construction of which, the following remarks are in some degree
introductory.

New Version.—Matth. XII1, verses 10-17.

10 "Then the Disciples addressed him, saying, Why do you speak to them

11 in parable? He answering, said to them, Because it is your privilege,

12 and not theirs to know the secrets of the Reign of heaven. For to him that has, more shall be
given, and he shall abound; but from him that has

13 not, even that which he has shall be; taken. For thisreason | speak them in parables; because,
they seeing, see not; and hearing, hear not; nor

14 regard; insomuch that this prophecy of Isaiah isfulfilled in them, You will indeed hear, but
will not understand; you will look, but you will not per-

15 ceive. For thispeoples understanding is stupefied, their earsare deafened, and their eyesthey
have closed, lest seeing with their eyes, hearing with their ears, and apprehending with their
understanding, they should

16 reform, and | should reclaim them." But blessed are your eyes, be-

17 cause they see; and your ears because they hear. For, indeed, | say to you, that many prophets
and righteous men have desired to see the things which you see, but have not seen them; and to hear
the things which you hear but have not heard them.

From this passage and some othersit appearsevident, and we are of coursequitewilling to admit,
that the parables of the Saviour did, in certain cases, tend to veil the truths he taught, and confuse the
minds of those who heard him. And here then we are presented with this interesting question: How
does it happen that similitudes, which are plainly calculated, and fitted for illustration, and
explanation, become a means of invoking the mind in uncertainly and confusion? This we shall
endeavour to answer in our next essay.

ALUMINUS.

REPLY TO MR. LYND.
No. 3.

In relation to your criticism, on the 38th verse of the 2d chap, of the Acts, it is deemed sufficient
to have remonstrated, as | have aready done, that the
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transposition, which it inculcates, is discountenanced alike by syntax and by the canons of a just
scriptura criticism. Grammatical transposition is, in the case, of no value: critical transposition is
absurd; for aruleisemployed primarily to change, the sense which should be employed primarily to
ascertain the true reading. Had you said, that the amendment you propose was sustained by all, or
many, or even afew, of the most ancient MSS; or that the fathers, or some commentator, paraphrast,
divine, or trandator, had given your sense to the passage, we could have borne with you, and would
have inquired into the truth of what you offered, but to give it usin the form of amereipse dixit, as
you have doneisinsufferable. | aver that thereis neither politeness nor modesty in such aprocedure.
Doyou, Sir, perceive how the case standswith yourself, inrelation to thewholereligiousworld now?
The Greeks, Romans, and Episcopalians, "baptize for theremission of sins," and their common creed
iIs—"1 believe in one baptism for the remission of sins.” Y et you, in opposition to al their faith and
wisdom, aver, that "this ordinance is, in no part of the divine word, associated with the forgiveness
of sins," save one, and in thisone you have attempted to show, that the connectionisnot real, but only
apparent, and that while it reads, "be baptized every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the
remission of sins;" it ought to be understood, " Repent every one of you for theremission of sins!" The
Presbyterians, also, and even the Baptists, recognize the connexion of baptism, and remission, as
being scriptural, and the former declare it to be both the "the sign and seal of the remission of sins.”
Have the Greeks, Romans, and Protestants, then, built their whole faith in this matter on a point, on
asingle passage? Y es, says Mr. Lynd, baptism and remission can be supposed to be thus associated
only "in one single passage!” Pardon me, dear sir, but | am forcibly struck with the likeness which
your present course bears to that of him who plays at "Blind Man's Buff." Y ou do not see what you
are about, you are not aware how much isinvolved in your criticism. It isnot now Mr. Lynd against
Walter Scott, and those, who like him, baptizefor theremission of sins, but it isMr. Lynd against the
whole religious world—the Greek, Roman, and Protestant world!

A little more on transposition, and | shall have done with it. The construction of the Ancient
languages being more subtle and artificial than that of the Modern, admitted of greater and more
frequent transpositions. The English, French, &c. seldom allow of them, except in eloguence or
poetry, in order to give point, or sprightliness to the discourse. The extreme sprightliness of the
Greeks, and the severe gravity of the Romans, seem to have led these two nations to the same result
in regard to the arrangement of words in a sentence; for it is obvious, from their literature, that both
of them were fond of thisinvolved, inverted, or artificial, ordo. We are not to conclude, however,
from what is seen of thisin the remains of Greek and Roman literature, that the common peoplein
these nationsintheir usual discoursewerefond of thisartificial order, equally with the poets, orators,
rhetoricians, and historians. Onthecontrary, the common people usually spokethe Greek aswe speak
English, that is, in its
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natural order. Now the question arises. Have the Holy writers imitated the eloquence, and art of the
fine authors, in these nations? Or, have they in then sacred compilations followed the simplicity and
usages of thecommon people. | answer, that the sacred writers are not remarkablefor extremesin any
thing, and, that if they have not always pursued a middle course, in relation to the ordo in question,
they have always kept nearer to the natural and simple ordo of the common people, than to the
involved and artificial arrangementsof the philosophic andlearned. Accordingly, theNew Testament,
in Greek, is pretty much what it isin English, in point of arrangement. Like enim, vero, and autem,
in Latin, there are certain particlesin the Greek which never stand at the beginning of a sentence; but
making allowance for this and other dlight inversions, the arrangement of the Greek in the New
Testament, isalmost in all instances, nearly the arrangement which obtainsin king James translation.
| might here adduce innumerabl einstances of thisfact, but it iswholly unnecessary: let afew suffice:
It isremarkable, however, of the verse in question, namely, the 38th of the 2d chap, of the Acts, that
there is not asingle transposition in it. It reads in Greek as it does in English. The particle de, like
some others, which never stand at the beginning of a sentence, is put in the second place, and is
idiomatic so far as concerns Hi collocation; but the entire verse isaswholly freefrom all invention,
and transposition, prompted by grace or gravity, in either Greek or Roman, asthe English version of
it, IS.

"In our tranglation:"—You say "Peter's words are doubtful, as they stand in our translation.”
Then, | say, they must be doubtful as they stand in the Greek translation, for they stand in both
trandations alike. But you evidently Imply, that they are not doubtful in the Greek, therefore, | say,
they are not doubtful in the English; for they are the same both in Greek and English. Seeing then
they are aike, they are either both right or both wrong. If they are both wrong then they must be put
to right by substituting an artificial order for a natural one; and then it follows, that an artificial
arrangement of the words in a sentence is better fitted for communicating to us the sense of it than
anatural order, whichisabsurd. Arethey then both right?| answer, they are both right, because they
areboth natural, and both alikein sense and syntax. We have thewordsin English, and we have them
in Greek, as they came from the pen of their author, Luke, the Evangelist. Air. Lynd, they tell an
anecdote of a collier, who was a Catholic; the Priest wished to ensnare him, and reported him as a
heretic accordingly. How, says the Priest, do you believe? | believe as Mother Church believes,
answered the wary collier. And how do you and Mother Church believe? We both believe alike,
responds the triumphant collier. So of the versesin question. If it isasked how the English reads? the
answer is. It readsasthe Greek reads. But how doesthe Greek read? It reads asthe English does. And
how do both the Greek and English read? Ans. They both read alike,

Mr. Lynd, are you aware that you have made, a double transposition in the version which you
would supply? Y ou have dislocated two sets of words, or parts of the sentence in question, as may
be seen by leaving blank the places
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from which you have transposed them, thus, "Repent every one of you for the remission of sins, and

be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ— and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. Here, Sir, is a double hiatus for which you are bound to account by the canons of ajust and

scriptural criticism. But after all, your work were only two parts done by this double transposition;

for it ismost certain, that, in order to make the whol e passage quadrate with the doctrine believed by

Baptists, you would, by transposition, need to make another transposition of words and before
baptism, the following expression, namely: "and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit;" for to

say, "Be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit," isjust

asabhorrent to your own professed principles, and practices, asto say, "be baptized every one of you

in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of your sins; for you believe that a man must receive
the Holy Spirit before he is baptized, as much as you believe he ought to be forgiven before he is
baptized. But, indeed, you can in reality believe neither of these doctrines inasmuch as you have no

evidence for them in scripture; yet you may have your opinion about both of them. | am sorry you

should in so important a matter mistake and teach opinion for faith. Upon the whole, then, when you

Impose on the passage in question your rule of transposition, you only violate its natural simplicity,

beauty, chastity, and divine benevolence without making your own case the better for it.

| have already given you some examples from scripture of the abuses to which an arbitrary
exercise of this rule may lead us. Y ou do not seem to have profited by them; nevertheless | shall
supply you with another, if by any means | may contribute to your deliverance from so evil a habit
as that of handling the Word of God deceitfully. Remember, it is not to the man of contrite heart,
merely, but to the man of contrite heart who trembles at the Word of God, that God |ooks with grace
and approbation.

Were | to transpose in word what a Presbyterian does in fact, and say, "he who is baptized, and
believes, shall be saved,” what could | answer the man who should demand my authority for such a
version? That it was supported by the best and ancientest manuscripts; or by many, or at least some
popular editions and versions of the scriptures? No, | might answer, that | had doneit because it was
capable of transposition; but the true reason probably would be, it suited my purposes better. And
would not Mr. Lynd be the first to tell me this.

But it ispossible when you say, "Peter'swords, to say theleast, are doubtful, asthey stand in our
trandation.” that your own words, to say the least, are doubtful; and, that you mean no more by the
above saying, concerning Peter'swords, than that they areimproperly translated inour language. This
in oneview of the casewould seem to be your meaning, because you have offered adifferent version,
or trandlation of the Greek word aphesin, by arule which you are pleased to call definition. This
brings us then, to the second part of your
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criticism, namely, definition) or a new way of rendering the Greek word aphesin.

My Father, peace to his ashes, was wont to tell asingular story of ablacksmith and aphysician,
who lived in our village, in Scotland. They were both very pugnaciousin their way; but the physician
was always an overmatch for the blacksmith. It happened in atime, as the story went, that the | atter
offered some dlight indignity to hisathl etic antagonist, and well knowing the Doctor'skidney, deemed
it most prudent to seek safety, and save himself by flight. Accordingly, he made for home post. On
entering heimmediately closed thedoor, and barred it agai nst the enraged physician, who coming up,
demanded admittance with the voice of a lion. The blacksmith, crouched behind the door, and
imitating the voice of achild, told himto put in hisfinger, and open the latch. The Doctor did so; and
theinsidious son of vulcan, with therapidity of lightening, cut it off by the very roots; and then added
in the same child-like voice, put in the other finger Doctor, for that one is too short!

Mr. Lynd, however, has acted with more providence than the Doctor in the above story; for he
hasthrust in both hisfingers at onceinthe hope, | presume, that the one should protect the other; and,
that if the finger of transposition should be cut off, the finger of definition would escape; but of the
correctness of this, and whether it would have been better and safer to have kept both fingers out,
must be determined by the reader when we have drawn the matter to a conclusion.

In the mean time he has not informed us on which of these rules he dependsfor safety; he has not
informed us on which horn of the dilemma he means exclusively to hang his cause, and therefore it
will not be deemed improper to suppose, that for the present he means to establish the sense of the
Apostles by both of them.

The relinquishment, or putting away of sin:—Thisisyour definition, of trandlation of the Greek
word aphesin. Now let us first transpose this, and afterwards translate it as you have done; and we
shall have—what? Why, we shaft have the most singular reading ever invented, viz: "Repent for the
relinquishment of sins!" In this manner your two rules drive remission of sins out of the 38 verse
altogether, and not only out of the 38th verse, but out of all the versesin the Bible in which aphesin
occurs. Inthe New Testament it occurs seventeen times, according to the Polymicrian Concordance.
Now, pray attend, and see how your new definition answers, when applied to the exposition of those
other versesin the New Testament, inwhich theword occurs. Thisistheblood of the New Covenant,
shed for the relinquishment of sins! John came preaching the baptism of repentance for the
relinquishment of sins! This same John was to go before the Lord, and to give the people "the
knowledge of salvation by the relinquishment of their sing!" But he who sins against the Holy Spirit
shall not have relinquishment, either in thisworld, or in that whichisto come! Exalted, a Prince and
a Saviour, to grant repentance and relin-
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guishment of sins! That repentance and relinquishment of sinsbe preachedinall theworld, beginning
at Jerusalem!! To Him gave al the Prophets witness, that every one who believeth on him shall
receive, not forgiveness, but relinquishment of sins. Be it known unto you, therefore, men and
brethren, that through thismanis preached unto you. not forgiveness, but relinqui shment of sins. That
they may receiverelinquishment of sins, Acts, 21st chapter. 16 verse. In whom we have redemption,
through his blood, even the relinquishment of sins. Without the shedding of blood there is no
relinqui shment!

Doesnot thisapplication of Mr, Lynd'srule, sufficiently demonstrate its absurdity. Undoubtedly
it does.

Very respectfully,
EDITOR,
(To be continued.)

SIMPLIFICATION.

It is a very common saying, and a very true one, that "men are prone to extremes." In our
eagerness to escape one impending evil, we seldom cease our fight, until we rush into another of an
opposite character, which is no less dangerous and ought equally to be feared.

"Incidit in Scyllam, qui vult evitare Charybdin."

Few indeed, there are who pursue that happy medium in which Loth truth and safety are to be
found. Few, who follow the advice which Apollo is represented as giving to Phaeton,—"In medio
tutissimus ibis."

This saying holds good of man in every period of the world, and in al his relations, whether
natural, political, or religions. To what extremes has he not such in his views of nature? The Bishop
of Cloyne has taught that there is no such thing as matter. A Priestly has declared that every thingis
matter. At one time Nature has been regarded as the creature of chance; at another, a part of the
Divinity: here aservile minister of pleasure: there an object of supreme veneration; now contemned
and disregarded, and again honoured, idolized and adored. Nor has he been less extravagant and
unreasonable in the use which he has made of her bounties. Sometimes we find him, like a Carnaro,
an epicure and a glutton; and at another period affording a remarkable example of lasting and of
abstinence. Now we find him adrunkard, and again he is discovered preaching up atotal abstinence
under thenameof "temperance." Occasionally weseehim, likeaCharlesV, voluntarily dispossessing
himself of crown and kingdom, and becoming contented with obscurity, and retirement, and,
frequently, like a Napoleon, he springs from obscurity, and becomes a conqueror of nations.

In government, also, how unstable he has proved. From monarchy to anarchy —from tyranny to
license—from strength to weakness, from dominion to servitude, have been his usual transitions.
Neither in theory nor in practice has he pursued amedium, and even, if for amoment there seemsto
have exchanged a



The Evangelist. 35

despotism for a boasted republic, he stops not in his career, until that republic becomes again a
despotism, or terminates in ungovernable licentiousness.

In religion, his character isthe same. Oneisall for external form, another isall spirit. Oneisan
Armenian, and another is driven into Calvinism. One thinks he can do every thing, another that he
can do nothing; and, while one speaks of the religion of Christ asif there were in it no threatened
punishment for the wicked, another talks of it asif it were wholly composed of fire and brimstone.

It has been well observed that extremes produce each other. Opposition engenders opposition,
and as pugnacious rams retreat to the extremes of the arena before they strike a blow, so disputants
are driven, by contention, to assume points more and more distant, and to adopt the most
unreasonable extremes.

Itisalso worthy of remark, that extremes often meet together, and produce the sameresult. Thus
the Armenians who suppose that salvation is offered to nil, but that none can obtain it unlessthrough
a supernatural influence of the Holy Spirit, which isnot at their command; and the Calvinists who
Imagine that the el ect alone can obtain salvation, which must be also by a special call, actually agree
infact, and arrive at pretty much the same conclusion. Thus:, two ships setting out at first, in opposite
courses, one east, and the other west, in a voyage round the world, conies at last to the same port.
Thus, too, it matters not whether we go north, or south, fromthe equator, wewill equally arrive at the
regions of eternal frost.

Extremes have ever been found injurious to the peace of society, the cause of virtue, and the
progress of truth. Tyranny excites rebellion, war, and blood-shed—the sultry calm begets the fierce
tornado; austerity brings virtue and morality into contempt, and error fans the flame of wild
enthusiasms.

Thereisone extremeto which the religiousworld has run since the beginning if the apostacy, to
which | would now more particularly advert. Thisisthe extreme of mystification. No sooner had the
Gospel of Jesus Christ arisen, like the sun, upon abenighted world, in simple beauty and unclouded
splendour, than the Gnostics, or Spiritualizers, began to shroud its glories in the fogs of mysticism.
Dissatisfied with the light of the glorious Gospel of the blessed God, they thought to increase its
brilliancy with the feeble lamp of vain philosophy— to improve the wisdom of God, by the
foolishness of men. From the age of the Apostles, down to the present time, this has been the state
of things. MY STERY—Babylon the great, the mother of harlots and abomination of the earth, haslong
sat aqueen, and ruled in religion, sovereign of the ascendant. Of the cup which she hasmingled have
al the nations drunk, and by the abundance of her luxuries the merchants of the earth have been
enriched. The sacred and saving truths of God have been obscured and concealed, their meaning
perverted, and their effect destroyed. The more mysteries her teachers could discover in the plainest
sentence, and the more deep the hidden meanings with which they could astonish the admiring
audience, the greater their honour and renown. They have made merchandize of that which cost them
nothing, have polluted the pure fountain of Living Waters? have deprived mankind of the blessings
of
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the Gospel, and introduced a Religion at once worthless, mysterious, and corrupt. But strong isthe
Lord that judgeth her and terrible will be her day of reckoning. In one hour her riches shall be laid
waste: death, and mourning, and famine, shall come upon her, and she shall be burnt with fire. And
thevoiceof harpers, and musicians, and they that play theflute, and sound the trumpet, shall be heard
no morein her, and no artificer of any trade shall befound in her, and thelight of alamp shall be seen
no morein her, and the voice of the bridegroom and the bride shall be heard no morein her, because
her merchants were the grandees of the earth, because by her sorcerieswere all the nations deceived,
and in liter wasfound the blood of Prophets, and of saints, even of all those who were slain upon the
earth.

Within afew years, however, avoice hasbeen heard, saying," Comeye out of her my people, that
ye may not be partakers with her in her sins, and that you may not partake of her plagues. In plain
language, areformation has occurred. The Bible has been dug out of the accumulated rubbish of 18
centuries, and it hasnot only been put into the hands of the people, but they have discovered, that they
have no need of downy Doctors of Divinity to enable them to understand its simple and unaffected
language. Their aim and their delight has been to disentangle the Sacred Word from the intricacies
and traditions of their former teachers, and they have thus been enabled to rejoice exceedingly in the
beautiful simplicity of the Truth, to learn the Wisdom that cometh from above, and to drink at the
pure fountain of mercy and salvation. In aword, the Gospel, asit was delivered by the Apostles, has
been restored, and the Divine arrangement of itsdifferent parts, correctly ascertained and exhibited.
in vain have the teachers of corrupt religion laboured to withstand the influence which its simple
beauty exerts upon the human mind. In vain has their ingenuity been racked to mystify by
metaphysical dogmas, or change by the audacity of transposition, the simpleand original order of the
Gospel. Thetruelight has shone, and the darknessis past. The authority of synods, and councils, the
prejudices of education, and the strong arm of secular power, have ceased to be the passports of this
religion. It commends itself now to men by its Divine authority, and its perfect adaptation both to
their capacities and their wants, and delivers them from spiritual tyranny, ignorance, and delusion.
Wherever it hasbeen thusrestored initssimplicity, invain do spiritualizers attempt to persuade those
who think for themselves, that faith comes by the mysterious influence of the Spirit, that Baptism
should come before Faith, and the Holy Spirit before Baptism, or that remission of sinsis not to be
obtained through God's appointed means. The love of God revealed in the Gospel, and the great and
precious promises it contains, have been delivered from the veil which mystification had thrown
around them, and the Gospel uncorrupted and unadorned, has proved itself to be, indeed, the Wisdom
and power of God unto salvation to every one who believesit. [R.

[ To be continued)
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NOTE

The following answer to Dr. Winans, was intended to have been preceded by the Doctor's own
letter, in which he vindicated the negative of aproposition submitted by the Editor, on page 211, vol.
2d, i. e. "That the Holy Spirit is not received in his proper existence." This, to the best of our
recollection, isthe substance of the Doctor'scommunication. The above mentioned | etter wasintype,
when the Editor left home, but by a fatal mistake in our compositor, it was taken down and
distributed, without our knowledge, and the auto-graph is somewhere mislaid. We very much regret
that the Doctor isnot permitted to speak for himself, aswasintended; but the circumstanceisour only
apology. The Editor isabsent, and has sent the following, from Virginia, for insertion in the present
No. It would be utterly impossible for us to obtain any other matter from the Editor before this No.
is due. [The Publisher.

ANSWER TO DR. WINANS.

The Holy Spirit is the Word!—This proposition suggests to me another, which | heard asserted,
by a Presbyterian preacher, aboard the Steam Boat, Planter, namely: That faith was repentance; or,
conversely, that repentancewasfaith. In nature, origin, age, and what not, two thingsmay very nearly
approach each other without being the same. For instance, baptism is intimately connected with
remission of sins; but who would call baptism remission? Or, remission baptism? Unless we chose
to employ atrope or figure, and then here as well asin any other case one thing may be named for
another. If the Spiritisthe Word, then the resuscitation of the Ancient Gospel has effected no reform
in doctrine: Why? For if the Word is necessary to belief, the Spirit, which isthe Word, is necessary
to belief! and so starting with the Apostles, we end with John Calvin, without having the honesty to
avow it. If the Spirit isthe Word, the written word, why then find fault with those who say, the Spirit
IS necessary to faith? Will any one deny, that the word is necessary to faith? No; It were equally
absurd then to deny that the Spirit is necessary to faith, if the Word be the Spirit.

In every piece of reasoning it is as necessary to have some premises to reason
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from asto have aproposition to reason to, or argumentsto reason with. Y our first letter containsone
promises, one proposition, and one argument. The premises, namely, that the scripturesis exclusive
authority in the case, isassumed rather than verbally stated; thisiswell enough, inasmuch as neither
of us acknowledge any other legitimate source of Christian argument but the bible.

To come then to the proposition: What isto be said of its terms, the subject, and the predicate;
the Spirit and the Word? They ought to be defined. We ought to know exactly and to know alike also,
what is meant by both. Y ou have defined the Spirit to your own satisfaction; you have said it means
the Word; it is the Word. But what means the word, the written word? Does it mean the entire
volume, from Genesisto Revelations?If it doesthen, the word of the devil must be a part of the spirit
of God, for the bible embraces the word of the devil. But if it means only part of the bible, then it
becomes your duty to say, what part. Is it the Son, the Prophets, or the Psalms? Is it the New
Testament or only part of it? Please pay attention to this in your next. Y ou have freely stated your
proposition, | shall asfreely examineitstermsand tendency, and present you with al my difficulties,
in relation to your hypothesis.

But in your first letter you have submitted one argument, namely, "that the scriptures say, the
Prophets spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit; and, aso, that the Word of the Lord came to
the Prophets." From thisyou conclude, that the Spirit by which they spoke, and the word which they
spoke, are one thing. The word of the Lord is a phrase equivalent, as may be proved, to "A message
fromtheLord." Now theword, or message from God, was conveyed in various ways. Sometimesthe
Prophet received it viva voce from heaven, as in the cases of Samuel, Moses, Abraham. Sometimes
it was carried to the Prophet, by an angel, asin the cases of Joshua, Manoa, Daniel. Finaly, it was
occasionally conveyed to them, by the Spirit, as in the cases of Isaiah, David, Jeremiah, and the
Apostles. Now if it be allowable to confound the messenger with the message: or, to take the thing
brought, for him that brought it, then the word may be proved an angel; nay, from the case of the
seven churchesin the Revel ations, the word may in thisway, be proved to be seven angels; yes, and
seven spiritstoo! Y our word isnot your spirit. God'sword isnot hisspirit. Y our words, however, are
spoken by your spirit. His words were spoken by his spirit. Holy men spoke them as they were
moved, not by them, but by the Holy Spirit. So the messenger the message; or, the effect, the cause.
Because | send a message by my boy, shall | therefore say, that the boy is the message. Or, because
| correspond with you, by letter, that my letter ismyself? A man may with histoe kick abox of glass
to athousand pieces. Isthe broken glass or the breaking of it the man'stoe? | do not then, from your
first argument, receive the least conviction that the word which the prophets spoke is the Spirit by
which they spoke.

Y our second argument will be attended toin our next; and if youwill lay before usall subsequent
reasons with the same plain distinctness with which you
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have set forth your first, you will confer on me areal obligation. In the mean time please accept the
following, as a few preliminary thoughts to what we have got to say on the negative of your
proposition, namely, that "The Spirit is not the Word. My proposition is, that the Spirit isthe Spirit;
and | have no doubt that you also, after you have expent all your ingenuity in trying to prove that the
Spirit isthe Word, will, with me, and others who have tried every way of it, be glad to rest yourself
on the sure ground of calling things by their own names. The Father isthe Father; the Son isthe Son;
the Spirit is the Spirit; and the Word is the Word.

It is exceedingly convenient for man to believe in one God; for Nature at ten thousand points,
announcesgoodness, power and wisdom, asexisting somewhere; and though she vouchesnot whether
theseresidein abeing who isone, or three, or three thousand, yet the reason of man willingly accepts
the most manageabl e of their conclusions, and believesin theideaof unity inthe Godhead. Thisfact
constitutesthe ground of adistinctivefeature of difference ontheface of thetwo great parts of Divine
Revelation, the Old Testament, and the New, Thefirst of which relates especially to God; the second
to the Son of God. In as much, therefore, as man's reason delights in the idea of one God in the
Ancient Oracles, or Old Testament, the existence of the Deity is assumed as a fact without any
attempt to prove it. In the Mosaic account of the creation there is no preliminary disquisition on the
certainty of Divine existence; this is taken for granted, and the inspired Historian commences his
narration with the most unaffected simplicity and majesty. 'In the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth; and the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep;
and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters; and God said | et there be light and therewas
light." Thus the Ancient scriptures taken for granted, show the existence of God, and the Spirit of
God, without any attempt to prove it.

But now when we turn to the New Testament, which relates first to the Son of God, how
differently things appear! Here al is proposition, proof, preparation, formality, as if mankind were
now going to be called to the belief of asecond God. Nothing istaken for granted. Thewitnessesare
assembled from the Jewish Capitol, from Jordan, from Judea; the person to be received with divine
honours, is introduced; he is immersed, and the heavens are opened. The illustrious proposition is
submitted: "Behold my beloved Son in whom | am well pleased;" and the Spirit of God as at the
origin of creation, appears again, and takes possession of him, who is emphatically styled, the
beginning of the creation of God.

Jesus proceeds in the discharge of the duties of his mission to the Jews, for he was a Jewish
minister, attributing all hispowersto the secret energies of the Holy Spirit, asif he desired that men's
minds should be directed to that great ®gent directly and immediately. His own mission was limited,
and he knew and felt it; and so as soon as circumstances rendered it proper he told his Disciplesin
particular, that the Christian Religion would be perfected only under
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the administration of another Advocate, which he said was the Holy Spirit. This Advocate, he said,
proceeded, or would come, from the Father, as he himself had done. He was to convince the world
of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. He was to comfort the Apostles, bring all things to their
remembrance, which Christ had already taught them; and unfold to them thingsto come, or the nature
and use of these facts, in Christianity, by which it was suited to become the religion of the whole
world. For theintroduction of thismore splendid, and more extensive mission of the Spirit, it became
necessary, that the more limited embassy of Christ should be withdrawn, or annulled, and hetold the
Disciplesas much; hetold them it was necessary for him to go away: accordingly, having completed
the work assigned him by the Father, he gave the most solemn injunctionsto hisApostles, to disciple
al converts, not only into his own name, and the name of the Father, but also into the name of the
future Advocate, before whose descent from heaven they were to attempt nothing. He commanded
them not to depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, said he, you have
heard of me.

The forerunner of Messiah was John the Baptist, but the the forerunner of the Holy Spirit was
Messiah himself; and thewhole ministry of the Saviour may beregarded asapreparation for the Holy
Spirit. John proposed a people for Jesus, Jesus proposed a people for the Holy Spirit, and declared,
he who spoke aword against the last advocate of man, should be forgiven, neither in thisworld, nor
inthat whichisto come. Let ustake heed then how we attempt to prove the Spirit to be any thing but
the Spirit. He came as Jesus declared, the Advocate, the all powerful Advocate of the Christian
Religion; cameto the people whom Jesus by amost painful ministry had proposed for hisreception;
and thosewho received Christ received him; and thosewho lied unto him, lied unto God, and suffered
accordingly. Witness the fate of Annanias and Saphira.

Yours, &c.
WALTER SCOTT.

CHRISTIAN DECORUM.

The Disciples of the Ancient Gospel, in the 19th century, have before their eyesamost splendid
example of God's dealings with the human family. They have seen, on theillustrious pages of Sacred
History, that God spared not the Old World, but saved Noah, apreacher of righteousness; and turning
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them with an overthrow, making them
examples to those who should, afterward, live ungodly; and the deliverance of just Lot perpetually
vexed with the
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filthy conversation of the wicked; (for that just man, living among them, vexed his righteous soul,
from day to day, with their unlawful deeds,)—demonstrates, with the greatest conspicuity, that the
Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptation, and to reserve, in ward, the unjust, to the
day of judgment, to be punished.

Beloved Brethren, there has crept into the world a principle most hostile to the benevolent
government of our heavenly Father. Its strong workings can betraced in every ageof civil or religious
society. "It is" as observed an excellent author, "a part of all history—and all history isbut a part of
it," Into all the kingdoms and empires of the world, it has made its insidious and destructive
incursions, and has been, or will be, the utter ruin of every nation that has fostered and nourished its
baneful influence. Names have been givenit, differing according to the different ideas entertained by
the various nations, among whom it reigns predominant. By some it has been called, the "Glory of
Victory," and has thriven and grown strong amidst the confused noise of battle, and garments rolled
in blood. At other timesit has taken the name of "Merchandize,"* and consists in the oppression of
the many for the aggrandizement of the few, and in the inhuman traffic of slaves and souls of men.
Again it has been called by the imposing and presumptuous appellation of "Religion,” and has
subverted thrones and dominions, principalities and powers,

"By sword, and flame, and massacre."

The oven and pan have often smoked, with the living flesh and blood of those, whom a few
miscreants, called, "Holy Fathers," may choose to denominate heretics, and condemn to eternal fire;
sometimes because the unfortunate victim happens to be rich, and when executed, his estate is
confiscated for holy (or rather unholy) purposes; and at others, merely to gratify an insatiate thirst for
human blood. But called by whatever name it may, by man—it has been recorded in the Achieves of
eternity, and called by the God of the Universe,

* See Revelation, chap. xviii.
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"Transgression of Law." It has overthrown Assyria, Egypt, Palestine, Greece, and all the Ancient
Kingdoms of renown—nhas poured the blood of men, in rivers, and heaped its slain to the clouds of
heaven! It hasdrunk in. the blood of Prophets and Apostles, and Saints, and all the most excellent of
the earth; and God hath sworn its utter destruction. The word of alarm has gone forth: "Come out
from among them, and be ye separate; touch no unclean person and | will receive you, and ye shall
be my sons and my daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." Eighteen hundred years have rolled away
through the long avenue of departed years, since the approach of the reign of favour was announced,
in the wilderness of Judea, along the grassy bank of Israel’s princely stream. There stood that Holy
Man of God, and, with hisrustic garments dripping from the limpid waters of the Jordan, cried, like
a messenger of the Eternal," Reform, for the Kingdom of Heaven approaches!" The Rulers and
Potentates, of the earth have proved themsel vestotal ly incompetent to the government of the Nations,
in any form of civil polity whatever. All have been tried; all have foiled. The God of the Universe
rises in the Omnipotence of his Wisdom and goodness, in behalf of the afflicted sons and daughters
of men, He sends them a King. One, whose determination it is to abolish, and extirpate, from his
Kingdom, that destructive and accursed principle that the blessed God so supremely hates. The King
appeal's, not a conqueror, astatesman, or hero, but a meek and lowly man.—The Lamb of God that
taketh away the sins of theworld. He strives not—Iit raises not hisvoicein the street—He breaks not
a bruised reed; nor consumes even atorch of flax in the affairs of a nocturnal combat. Y et he will
establish Truth in the earth; and his laws will be victorious. Blessed be God's most holy name! He
will establish histhronein righteousness, and of the duration and increase of his Kingdom there shall
be no end: the Gates of Hades shall not prevail against it!

Seeing then, my dear Brethren, we have received a Kingdom that cannot be shaken, let have
favour whereby we may worship God acceptably, with reverence and Godly fear.

S0 has been the destruction of the Old World, which was de-
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luged by water, and perished, and the heavens and earth that now are, have been reserved in store unto
aday of fire, and perdition of ungodly men. Nevertheless, we, according to his promise, look for a
new heaven and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing we look
for such things, be diligent, that you may be found of him in peace, without spot and blameless.

The Gospel purposes to form usinto such amould of character, as to prepare us for the society
of angels, principalities, and powers, in God's most Holy Dominion, for ever, and ever. It purposes,
not merely to purify our hearts, and consciences, from the guilt and power of sin, and rescue us
finally, from the punishment, that awaits all the disobedient, and abominable, at the revelation of
Jesus Christ. However benevolent this might appear, when we consider the degraded condition of
man, the design of the Gospel as far transcendsiit, as the abode of the Eternal out-shines the glories
of this mundane sphere. Having purified us from our sins in his own blood, he designs setting us
down by the throne of our God and King, in aworld of perfect blessedness and felicity, for ever!
What elevated characters must those be, that shall be admitted to the court of the Eternal! What an
immense weight of glory and renown will rest upon the associates of the Lord of Universe! 'Tis not
a mean and worthless character, that shall stand before God's all glorious throne! My very soul is
pained within me, when | see professors (I say not Christians,) speaking, and acting asif there were
no promise of his coming— asif they never expected to come into the presence of Him, who made
the earth, and spread out the star-spangled heavens above, like a canopy. Or do they think to bring
into the presence of Him, who alone hath immortality, al their foolish cunning and tying vanities,
with impunity? Christian Infidelity, a term, somewhat novel in form, has prevailed to an alarming
extent, though all the different sects of Christendom,—an unbelief, or rather a disbelief of a part of
God's most Holy Oracles, which they call non-essential, has given rise to that invincible blindness
of mind, every where so visible in those, that receive not the love of the Truth. Unjudging are they
in the commandments of God,
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They know not—they heed not, that the King of kings demands, that tribute of respect exacted by the
most servile of earthly sovereigns, namely, obedience. When | think of the similarity that
disobedience bearsto "Transgression of Law," my heart aches, for the fate of this generation, a part
of whosereligiousinstructionis, to trampleonthe precepts of Him, who, by the Eternal Spirit, sealed
his instruction with his own blood!

Y es, Reader, | have heard it remarked by oneindisputably orthodox, that therewereno difference
between the Law of Moses, and the Gospel of Jesus, if they both equally demand literal obedience!
| may not at this time, express the tremendous rush of feeling——-the accumulated burden of
bitterest regret, that overcame my souls, when | thought of Him, who would oneday berevealed from
Heaven, inflamingfire, taking vengeance of them that know not God, and obey not the Gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ!

Fellow Christians, let us arise in the strength of Omnipotence, and cleanse our hands, and our
garments, from the filthy abominations of this perverse generation. Let us not be conformed to its
manners and customs, but be transformed by the renewing of our minds, that we may know what is
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. Let us draw our moral principles from the Divine
Oracles; for theLordisat hand, and great will bethefall of those human establishments, that are built
merely upon hearing, without doing the commandments of Him, who taught with authority!

[SILAS.
(To be continued.)

NOTE

The following beautiful extract is from the Millenial Harbinger; and is at once aliterary jewel,
and a tremendous warning-word to the "filthy dreamers,” of this current generation. It was written
on the occasion of the meteors on the 14th November last, under the head "Phenomenon” After the
writer has given amost vivid, and luminous de-
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scription of that illustrious and glorious scene, the following soul-stirring remarks arjdRuoialilsher .

It was, indeed, aglorioussight! and doubtlesscan bevery satisfactorily explained on philosophic
principles. So can cholera. But isthere no moral instruction init! May it not be for asign? Josephus,
the Jewish historian, informsus, that ashort time previousto the destruction of Jerusalem, many such
signs and singular prodigies were seen in the sky. Among which a meteor-man stood with a drawn
sword hanging over that devoted city. The rumour and appearance of marshaling and contending
armies, &c. &.c. Now if there was any meaning in those singular phenomena—any sign to the Jews,
why may not the grand phenomenon which we just witnessed speak aword to Christians, and to the
world! The meteors of the ecclesiastic heavens are certainly shaking. They cannot long retain their
places, and hold the admiring gaze of the deluded multitude. They must fall, and all their glory with
them must soon die away. None but the real, the fixed stars, which cannot be shaken, will remain.
Hark! what means that warning voice which we hear from the North, and from the South,—from the
East, and from the West—"Behold the Bridegroom comes; go you out to meet him!" Awake! awake!
Deludedworld awake!!! Wearenot mad. Behold! the Judge standsat the door! Suchisthecry.
"Heaven and earth shall fail," saysthe Lord of the Universe; "but my words shall not fail." To the
Word of the Lord are we now directed.—"The sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall withhold
her light, and the stars of heaven shall fall; and the powerswhich arein heaven shall be shaken. Then
they shall seethe Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and glory. Then hewill send his
messengers, and assemble his elect from the four quarters of the world, from the extremities of
heaven and earth."

"But the present heavens and earth, by the same word" (the same that formerly predicted the
deluge) "are treasured up, being kept for fire to aday of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.
The Lord does not delay his promise in the manner some account delaying; but exercises long
suffering towards us, not desiring that any should perish, but that all should come to reformation.”

We presume not 10 offer any explanation, nor to make any application of these predictions; but
only add, after thefirst, the Saviour commands, " Be circumspect, bevigilant, and pray; for you Know
not when that time will be." And after the last, Peter says, "Seeing, then, all these things shall be
dissolved; what sort of persons ought you to be, in all holy behaviour and godliness, expecting, and
earnestly desiring the coming of the day of God."
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PROGRESS OF REFORM.
MANTUA, January 5th, 1834.

DEARLY BELOVED BRO. SCOTT.

Distant as we are from you, we have not forgotten you. How happy is the Faith of the Gospel
whichunitesin Spirit, thosethat are separated in person. May the favour of our heavenly Father abide
on you, and all that love our Lord Jesus Christ.

| have nothing special concerning the state of the Reformation in this vicinity, except that it
appears to be gradually progressing; occasional additions of numbers, and the growth of the
Churches, in knowledge and grace, of the Christian Faith, sustain our spirits to depend with
confidenceonthepromisesof our heavenly Father; much greater improvement, however, isnecessary
among them. But as we have witnessed, with much pleasure, the progress they have made, we hope
they may improve until, they "stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.

Someindividuals, however, appear to say, Lord! Lord! but do not thethingswhich he commands;
| think the Disciples have generally said, more on the subject of doing the will of the Saviour, than
others have done; but every one cannot be roused to be fully aware of the necessity of" walking as
the Saviour walked;" but more attention is bestowed on this subject of lite by the Brethren, than
formerly. | wasglad to seethissubject so energetically presented by Elder Campbell, in hislate extra.
Let all the teachers among the Brethren, insist as did the Apostles, when they did not cease to warn
every one night and day, with teats.

| have thought much of |ate of your application of our Saviour'sword. "The children of thisworld
arewiser intheir generation, than the children of light." To seethe combined energy of the supporters
of the systems, and schemes of the day, they strain every nerve, labour night and day, make use of
every means to support their own inventions, present in strong terms how much might be doneif all
the talents, all the giftsof all the children of light were called forth and applied to the edification of
the Saints, in holding forth the word of life to all around. Not that | approve or would recommend
such means as many that are used in support of the schemes of the day, but | desireto see alawful,
scriptural energetic use of all the talents God has given us. [D. A.

The prospects in the country are rather brightening; truth must and will prevail. The more our
enemies, or, rather the sects, oppose, the more the Truth is advanced.
N. Albany, Ind. A.LITTELL.

We are now in abetter condition as a congregation than at any previous period since the banner
of reformation was unfurled in Louisville; and all thisin consequence of a determined stand which
afew of us have taken against
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anarchy. Bro. Gates and Fall, have been with usto the great edification of the Disciples.
Louisville, K. D. GORDON.

| rgjoicein the success of the Gospel in your vicinity, and other placeswhich are spoken of inthe
Harbinger and the Evangelist. May the Lord give efficacy to hisword, and energy to the proclaimers
thereof. There has been no unusual excitement in our section of the country thisyear; nor havethere
been many additions to the congregations; but the Disciples are stedfast, generally, and improving
in knowledge, so far as my acquaintance extends.

Western Reserve, Canfield, Ohio. M. SACKETT.

We have a few even names in Salem, Disciples devoted to the service of the Lord, and the
doctrine of the Apostles; but the mass of the people are locked up in sin and sectarianism: their eyes
have they closed; their ears have they stopped; and their hearts have they hardened; lest they should
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and be converted, and
God should heal them! ARTHUR HAYDEN.

| have lately returned from the East. | found some very interesting Disciples in the state of N.
York. The cause is certainly prospering there; but there appears to be a lack of persevering
proclaimers. | had an opportunity of speaking repeatedly in the county of Plymouth, Mass, to large
and attentive assemblies; conversed, also, in private with preachers, all appeared anxious to
understand our views of religion; but when they heard them they were ready with Nicodemus, to
exclaim, "How can these things be."

Braceville, W. Reserve, O. M. BOSWORTH.

My mind often wonders among the scenery, which | have left behind in Carthage, one of which,
it is ever having read—the scene where | obeyed the Gospel of the Saviour, and received assurance
that | was admitted into his Kingdom. That beautiful day!'—the bright declining sun—the neat and
quiet congregation—the hymn at the water's edge—the baptismal ceremony,—the song of
salvation—the supper of the Lamb—the parting hymn, and sal utation of the Brethren—the overjoyed
and happy wife—all, all is more fervently felt, more highly coloured, and more striking in moral
grandeur, the farther it recedes in the distance of time! Of what invaluable worth is that sweet
communion which you now enjoy, and of which we have been deprived! | rejoice to hear by A.
Smaller, of the great accessions to the Church. The cause is gaining ground in Kentucky, with
startling rapidity; the advocates of Creeds, and of thetraditions, and opinionsof men, areflushed with
alarm.

New Lawrenceburg, Ind. V.V. BALDWIN.

Bro. John Smith is now with us; we had last first day and to-day two noble Discourses; to-day
we had an important acquisition to the cause of truth. We
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anticipate the most favourable results in reference to some others, O! that the Lord Jesus may, and
he will win the trophies of the cross! O! that his soldiers may take the Sword of the Spirit, as they
have been commanded! that they may quench the fiery darts of the wicked one, and compel sinners
to bow to the authority of Christ. The cause till progresseswith us, but more slowly than heretofore.
The next spring, | anticipate, will open with glorious results. In the mean time we are doing what we
can. Bro's, John Smith and Jno. Rogers, have consented again to act as Evangelists. They areanoble
pair, and | rejoicethat such Elderscan beassociated. Theliberality of the Brethrenisdevel opingtruly
more and more. Bro. W. Morton is expected to take the field. If so we may calculate on great success
from his labours. He wields his Master's weapons with great power.

Georgetown, Ky. JOHN T. JOHNSON.

ThisWay iseverywhere spoken against; we neverthelessfedl it to be our duty to obey God rather
than man; and, therefore, we strive to walk blameless, before God and man, yielding obedience to
every Divine command. We mest, as did the primitive Disciples, on every first day of the week, and
continue stedfast in the Apostle's Doctrine, in their fellowship, and breaking of bread and prayers.

Now for our edification, as well as for the conversion of the world, we have appointed the 3d
Friday, in May, 1834, for the commencement of a Big-Meeting, to which we invite yourself, and
others, who feel it convenient to attend.

Rising Sun, Ind. JOHN B. CRAFT.

BROTHER SCOTT,

Grace, mercy, and peace to you, from God, and from our Lord Jesus Christ.

| havestill learnt through the pages of the Evangelist, your place of sojourning; and your pursuits:
| bless God for the success of the good cause in which you are engaged; and | doubt not that
thousands more will render thanks to Him who sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb, for the labours
of yourself and your fellow Evangelists. The success of the Truth in other placesis pleasing to us
even though we ourselves set in the Region and shadow of Death. We are surrounded, you know, by
themost inveterate sectarians, who stop their ears, and gnash on us, not with their teeth, but with their
tongues. The congregation numbersthe sameit did when you waswith us, although 25 or 30 persons
have been added: some have removed: some, alas! have sinned! Y et blessed be God, there are those
who fear the Lord, and speak often one to another, and the trials of whose Faith, has proved more
precious than that of gold that perishes, though tried with fire. Our Meeting for the most part have
been very edifying, and have, | trust, deserved thetitle of "heavenly places, in Christ Jesus. We have
immersed 7 since July.

Kings Creek, Va. SAMUEL GRAFTON.
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BY WALTER SCOTT.

Go you into all theworld, proclaimthe good news to the whol e creation:—he who believeth and
Isimmersed shall be saved; and he who believeth not shall be condemned.
MESSIAH.

NO. 3. CARTHAGE, MARCH 3, 1834. VOL. 3.

SIMPLIFICATION.

Concluded from No. 2, page 36.

But, as we have remarked, men are prone to extremes, and these have a strong tendency to
produce each other. The human mind, like the pendulum of a clock, seldom pauses until it have
reached the opposite extreme from which it started. Accordingly, some in modern days, and somein
the present reformation, in their haste to escape from the dangers of mystification, are in danger of
rushing into an error no lessfatal and pernicious. | mean the error of simplifying thereligion of Jesus
Christ so far asto destroy itsidentity, and prostrate its divine and gracious pur poses..

This simplification is attempted, in two ways: 1st, By simplifying the means through which the
religion is taught; and, 2ndly, By simplifying the things of which it consists. Asiswell known, the
Babylonish teachers have endeavored to incul cate that the scriptures are so exceedingly mysterious,
that it isout of the power of the common peopleto understand them, and that consequently they need
such learned, clever and apostolical men asthe clergy to explain them. In opposition to these absurd
clams it is urged that the scriptures are plain and ssimple, easily understood, and requiring no
exposition whatever. And, carrying out these views to their utmost limits, some have become so
strongly
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impressed with an idea of the simplicity of the scriptures, that they cannot tolerate a single word by
way of exposition, so that in Christian assemblies not a syllable must be spoken, no exhortation must
be tendered, no teaching attempted—the bare reading of the scriptures can alone be permitted. Thus
the congregation is cut off from one of their chief sources of edification and improvement, to wit, the
teachings and exhortations of the brethren. For it is susceptible of easy proof that the bare reading of
the scripturestend very littleto the edification of achurch. Itisonethingto read the scripturesor hear
them read, and quite another to receive and fully understand the ideas which they contain. Indeed it
Isagreat error to suppose that a book which contains the words of the Divine Spirit—yea, the deep
things of God, isto be comprehended at aglance, even by an unprejudiced mind, much less by those
who have been previously misled by erroneous views and fal seteaching. The experience of every one
who is well acquainted with the scriptures, attests, that it requires deep and solemn
thought—prayerful meditation to enter fully into the meaning of the sacred prize. There are a
profundity and a beauty in the ideas contained in the scriptures which entirely escape the superficial
reader. Andif any one have by studious examination learned any important truth, or discovered more
fully the force and beauty of a single expression, how conduciveit isto Christian improvement that
he should call the attention of the brethren to it, and exhibit and enforce it with whatever power of
argument and illustration the scriptures may furnish him! But the extreme of which | speak, not only
interfereswith the growth of Christiansin knowledge, but leadsthemto neglect plaininjunctionsand
important duties. "Forsake not the assembling of yourselves together," says Paul, "but exhort one
another." There would be no wisdom in assembling together merely to read: this could be done as
well at home, and reading is not exhortation. Again he says, "if any word be good for the use of
edification, speak it, that it may minister grace to the hearers." But it is unnecessary to multiply
guotations.

Those who thusadvocate the mere reading of the scriptures, and oppose teaching and exhortation
among saints, are equally opposed to having the Gospel proclaimedto sinners. " They havetheBible,"
they say, "let themread it, or we may read it to them." Highly gratified and edified indeed would a
congregation of sinners be, if called together by the sound of the bell, to hear a chapter of the New
Testament read to them | Not so did the Apostles practise, who reasoned with the Jews out of the
Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms, (which they at that time read, and are reading to this day without
any advantage) and directed their attention to the truths therein conveyed, intreating them to attend
to them. The tongue has in every age been employed in converting and reforming men; and must
continue to be while human nature remains unchanged. The Bible, indeed, contains the truths of
salvation.—In the scriptures, asin astorehouse, or granary, islaid up the good seed of the kingdom;
but that seed can never grow unless it is drawn forth, and scattered abroad.
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But thisis not the only evil that results from this extreme. It leads to errors and absurdities as
great as those which flow from the supposition that the Bible is a mysterious and incomprehensible
volume. For restriction to the bare reading prohibits investigation, and consequently prevents the
necessary distinctionsfrom being drawn, between those matterswhich are circumstantial and peculiar
in"their application; and those which are universal and imperative. So that those who hear will be
likely either to neglect important duties, or perform works of supererogation. Some, accordingly, in
hearing read some of the most valuable injunctions of the sacred, oracles, suppose them not to be at
all applicable to those who livein the present day. Others have gone forth, "without purse or scrip,”
and have only been convinced after discovering that they "lacked many things,” that they were not
among the number of the Apostles. Some again, hearing it read, that the Saviour instituted the supper
the evening before histrial, and washed the disciples feet upon the same occasion., have been wont
to wash each others feet when they eat the supper,* thus transforming what Paul calls a good work
into a mere ceremony. And | have heard of a small congregation, which after reading that, at the
conclusion of the supper, "they sung an hymn, and went out"—were induced to imitate the example,
and after "singing an hymn," thought it their duty to go out, that they might in al things walk
according to the ssimple letter of the New Testament. The passage reads, however, "when they had
sung an hymn they went out into the mount of Olives." Whether, or not, they visited that famous
mountain, or have yet returned from their travels, | have not been informed.

The same extreme which leads some to do every thing which the book declares to have been
done, inducesthem to refuse to do any thing not expressly mentioned in its pages. So strait-laced are
they—so hide-bound in Christianity, that they dare not nave a meeting house; they cannot endure to
have any person appointed to preside over, and keep order in their meetings: they contend against
receiving formally, any persons as members of particular congregations, and tremble at the thought
of having their names written in a church record; things which are highly necessary, and conducive
to the peace, comfort, order, and edification of a Christian church, and which are absolutely implied
in the precepts relating to order, decency, and things of good report.

Thus, zeal for simplicity as it regards the means of Christian instruction, when carried to an
extreme, in opposition to the complicated system of things heretofore existing in the religious world,
not only leads men into errors and absurdities, but strips the Christian church of edification,
exhortation, order and

* In a neighbouring village, three or four persons of this persuasion, had for some time been
accustomed to meet for the purpose of eating the Lord's supper, and washing each others feet. On one
occasion it happened that the leader alone, came to the place of meeting, the other members being
detained at home. Finding himself thus situated, and moved with zeal for the faith once delivered to
the saints, he proceeded forthwith to eat the supper by himself, and wash his own feet!
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comfort, and leaves entirely undone the work of the Lord, the conversion of the world.

Thisrage for simplification is, however, by no means confined to the means of instruction, but
extends itself to the truths revealed. Some are wonderfully pleased with the idea of bringing every
thing in the Christian religion down to the level of the plainest understanding, and delivering it from
al that is of a mysterious nature, and hard to be understood. In this spirit, a book has been lately
written to prove, that the Devil is nothing but a personification of evil; and, we may, perhaps soon,
have another to prove, that God isonly a personification of good, and by this means be reasoned out
of the belief both of a Divinity and a Devil. Again, others have attempted to show, that our Saviour
was amere man, and hisreligion nothing but a sublime system of moral philosophy; while there are
not wanting some, even among those who advocate the restoration of Ancient Christianity, for whom
the scriptural doctrineof the Holy Spirit isquitetoo mysterious. They cannot imagine how the Divine
Spirit can dwell inthe congregation, or how it ispossiblefor any oneinthese daysto receivethe Holy
Spirit. They suppose, therefore, that Holy Spirit standsfor the"Word of God, by which, perhaps, they
mean the scriptures, though this phrase in the New Testament signifies the gospel. But | have not
understood them to suppose that the simple gospel is the Holy Spirit; nor do | know whether or not
they would have it to mean the New Testament, or the Old, or both, nor whether it be the words as
they stand in black and white, the ideas expressed by those words, or the things represented by those
ideas. And if they imaginethethingsrevealed to bethe Holy Spirit, I know not whether they exclude
any of the multitude of things revealed from their definition, or what part, or how many they thus
exclude. Nor have they explained whether or not, a person can be said to have the Holy Spirit, who
is fully acquainted with these truths or things revealed and yet does not obey them; and if so, how a
wicked person can thus have the Holy Spirit without reformation and obedience, and why the fruits
of that Spirit are not manifest in him. Nor havethey explained other difficultieswhich arise upontheir
hypothesis. Paul instituted an anal ogy between God and the Spirit of God, and man and his spirit, and
says, that" as no man knows the things of a man but the spirit of a man which isin him, so no one
knowsthe things of God but the Spirit of God." Now if the Spirit of God be theword of God merely,
why isit represented as knowing the things of God? And if the Spirit of God be the word of God, the
spirit of man must be the word of man—ergo, a dumb man has no spirit. Again, the Holy Spirit is
represented as working, as speaking, as bringing forth fruit, £c. and all are commanded to be
immersed into his name.

But the principle upon which this simplifying process is founded is entirely indefensible, and
indeed manifestly erroneous. Upon what authority do they assert, that every thing in the Christian
religion must be so ssimple as to be understood by every capacity, or indeed by any? That much of
Christianity is so, |
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willingly admit, and rejoice to know; but it is neither necessary, nor susceptible of proof, that it
should all be so. Amongst all the sciences there is not one which does not contain some things
abstruse, and difficult. The natural sciencesarefull of deep thingsand mysterious phenomena, which
the highest human intellect has failed fully to explore. Thereis not in the heavens a star but what
sparkleswith mysterious light—thereisnot on earth ablade of grassbut what isbigwithwonder. The
human sciencetoo, aboundsin thingsremote and difficult, which stretch themsel vesbeyond the grasp
of almost every mind. And if those sciences which relate to things which we fedl, touch, taste and
handle, contain such mysteries; if creation in all its various departments have its remote recesses, its
arcana, its unfathomable depths; if man cannot fully know himself, and is unable to understand the
secret springs of his own mind; what reason is there is to expect less mystery—nay what abundant
reason isthere not to ook for secrets still more wonderful, and mysteriesfar moreinscrutable, in the
science of God the Author of creation, who breathed into man's nostrils the breath of life, whom no
man hath seen, or can see, who dwellsin glory inaccessible, who is blessed for ever and ever?"Who
by searching can find out God? Who can know the Almighty to perfection? It is as high as heaven,
what canst thou do? Deep as hell what canst thou know?' "Who can estimate the depth of theriches,
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God, whose judgments are unsearchable and his ways past
finding out?

Tothe suggestions of truth and reason, however, the pride of opinion isnot accustomed to yield,
and accordingly, there are some who, not content with applying this simplifying process in minor
cases, presumeto extend it to the Spirit of truth himself, and would not only makethethings revealed
more simple than the spirit of God has made them, but aswe have seen, would fain resolve that spirit
into his own words, and make the effect, the cause—uncaused.

Thus the Christian religion, in the hands of simplifiers forbidding it to be taught, enjoyed or
spoken, resembles aman tied neck and heels and gagged, but as though thiswere not sufficient, they
would even take away from it its spirit, and reduce it to the condition of a dead body, soon to be
resolved into obscure and worthless elements.

In thisway ssimplification destroys, as we have said, the identity, and frustrates the divine and
gracious purposes, of the religion of Christ. Indeed, the beauty, the uses, and the characteristic
properties of every thing is destroyed by too remote an analysis. The blooming rose with al its
charms, may be changed into the same simple elements as the poisonous hemlock; and the brilliant
diamond which glitters upon the tiara, may be converted into charcoal.

Further, it becomes by this means as great an evil asits opposite, and actually, by the absurdities
and difficulties in which it involves the Christian religion, readers it as obscure and as difficult to
understand as mystification itself. Nor isthis strange, for aswe have shown, extremes often produce
the same results. Would the bending lily which opensits silvery calls upon the margin
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of therivulet, bemoredifficult to recognizeif dressed up in ribbons and daubed with paint, than when
reduced to its ultimate elementsin the crucible of the chymist? Would the water of the purefountain
which gushes from the mountain's side, if polluted with poisonous drugs, be lessfitted to refresh the
thirsty traveler than if it were wholly evaporated?

It isevident then that to take any thing from the religion of Christ isasfatal an error asto add to
it; and it is also evident, as indeed might naturally be expected, that those who are so fond of
simplicity, showmuch simplicity themsel ves. They should remember, however, that it iswisDboMm who
enquires. How long ye simple ones will ye love simplicity? and that it is wisbom, also, who
commands the simple to learn understanding and be wise.

Let the testimony of the Lord then, be the unerring guide—" To the law and to the testimony. If
they speak not according to these, it is because there is no light in them."” [R.

CINCINNATI, Dec. 30,1833.
EXCURSION TO VIRGINIA.

The evening past away in a pleasing and profitable conversation with the president of the
congregation on the best plan for a' Note Book.' At hisrequest | showed him mine, which happened
to be in my saddlebags with other things necessary to an excursion into Virginia. The whole book is
titled, 'The Universe;? it consists of several hundred pages divided into three parts, each of whichis
superscribed with an appropriate title. These heads are:

1st. NATURE.

2nd.  SOCIETY.

3d. RELIGION.

Nature:—Under this head is collected natural objects classified, their attributes, relations, uses
and abuses: the natural science, their principles, laws, uses, & c. history of the sciences; biography of
Philosophers; and anecdotes.

Society:—Under thistitleisclassed man, divided into various species, moral philosophy, andthe
sciences which relate to mind; government; economics; the arts liberal and mechanical; and every
thing by which we are fed, clothed, lodged, educated, &c. history ancient and modern; biography;
anecdotes.

Religion:—Under thishead are collected thereligionsof theworld, true, falseand corrupted, with
al observations relative to
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thelir origin, history, &c. together with the biography of their authors, professors, defenders, martyrs,
and propagators, and a comparison of the true with those which are to be reckoned corruptions of it:
anecdotes, &c.

Nothing is more conducive to our advancement in real knowledge than aNote Book; and if it be
accompanied with a Diary, by the aid of the two together, aman may, at all times of hislife, pretty
correctly ascertain where he is in knowledge and practice, and so shape his future conduct
accordingly.

31st. We were detained a day in the city for want of a boat; but now the Steamers lay panting
along the shore, like so many racers, each eager to make the first descent to Louisville, Natchez, or
N. Orleans. We boarded the Planter, a steamer of the lowest rate in point of size, but possessing the
best accommodations for deck and cabin passengers. After a momentary hesitation, | entered my
name for Wellsburgh, birth No. 12. My indecision rose from a sudden but transient recollection of
my late long debility, during which | had contracted the most invincible love of home. Bro. Bryant
rallied me alittle, and | yielded to what [ was ashamed to resist.

Next day the bell rang the signal for departure, and the deck and cabin were crowded instanter.
In the cabin the passengers walked stately, or talked importantly; while some hung on the back of
their chairs, and, like birds, when boys approach their haunts, couched their heads and cast frequent
and speculative glances at their fellows, hoping to descry in their faces, dresses, walk or talk,
indications of their natural, social, or religious importance and character.

There are many charms and sometimes much excellent fellowship in agood supper. The Captai