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THE

EVANGELIZST,

To him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own Hood, and hath made us kings and
priests unto God even to his Father; to him be glory and dominion forever and
ever.—AMEN.—REVELATIONS, CHAP. 1.

NO. 1. CINCINNATI, MONDAY, JANUARY 2,1832. VOL.1.

BIBLE.

"GOD CREATED MAN IN HIS OWN LIKENESS."

READER,—traverse the Old Continent from China to the Spanish peninsula, walk it in the length
thereof, from Zembla to the Cape; range the new continent over from Hudson's Straits to those of
Magellan; and search the records of every institution under heaven, civil, political, or religious; You will
not, we are bold to affirm, make a single discovery in relation to the origin of man, which shal do more
honor to your own nature,—be more coincident with the best feelings of your own heart,—or more in
unison with the acknowledged excellence of the Species, than the one made to us in the single oracle
above quoted; "God created man in his own likeness."

It is common to a proverb, that every man has his price, but this is an immoral saying, and when the
sacred volume is thrown open, Heaven, it is discovered, puts an unrivaled estimate upon man, the image
of God, even though defaced, "Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things as silver and gold, 'saith the
Bible," but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without spot or blemish.”

Do you point to the grave! do you lay your finger upon your lips! you say "Consider your latter end,
proud mortal, and be silent;"—true! Man must die; and to die is horrible! For who can contemplate the
breaking down of his own warm flesh and blood, unmoved? Who can think of the eternal disseveration of
these "strong and endless ties," which bind him to this world,—his home, and not "cast one longing
ling'ring look behind?" surely none!
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Death is mournful as the loosening of the well-tuned silver cord,— disastrous, as the dashing to
pieces of the golden howl, that sparkles with the living liquor at the feast for victory won; it is dispiriting,
as the breaking of the full pitcher at the fountain, or the whedl at the cistern.

But hark you Reader! Revelation is a picture sketched by the hand of a Master, the parts of which are
in al good keeping, and though on the front of the canvass Heaven's lightnings are seen to break upon
man, even in the midst of his own splendid creations of cities, palaces, and towers; Lo! from amid the
parting confusion of clouds, the Sun looks forth and smiles triumphant o'er the scene, while al the
heavens descend,—

"See truth, love and mercy in triumph descending,

And nature al glowing in Eden's first bloom;

On the cold check of death smiles and roses are blending,

And beauty immortal awakes from the tomb."
Man then triumphs in the fact, that, "Now is Christ arisen from the dead and become the first fruits of
them that dept;" so that whether we regard the noble origin which the Bible awards to man,—the lofty
price at which it rates his recovery, or the details of his future destiny, as they embellish its sacred pages;
still the Bible is the book which must ever endear itself to every one that feels like a man.

OTHER books may describe man and entertain us with the beauty of his form, the grandeur of his
enterprize, or the sublimity of his intellectual and moral nature, as developed on the protracted page of his
own eventful history in the arts of peace and of war, in Philosophy, and in the more elevated affairs of
Law and Empire, but the Bible alone makes us acquainted with the secret springs of all his excellence, "In
the beginning God created man in his own likeness."—The first men in England, in al Europe, and in the
United States also, yea, the best men of both Continents, (from the Revolutionary Colonel of eighty-four
years of age, bending over the infirmities of his declining years, and, like the Prince of olden times,
worshipping God, leaning on the top of his staff, even to the stripling with the down upon his cheek,)
have entertained and avowed the most sacred regard for the Bible. The writer enjoys the pleasure and
honor of an extensive religious acquaintance with the citizens of these countries, and of the State of Ohio
in particular, and he takes pleasure in testifying that very many of them are not less distinguished for their
devotion to Christianity, and their knowledge of Revelation, than for excellent natural parts and refined
morals.

He therefore, who contemns the Bible, or in these days of change and improvement, is wholly
ignorant of its contents, by no means evinces that he is pre-eminently gifted with the choice endowments
of nature, or is even sufficiently solicitous of his own destiny, and of the triumph and final elevation of
his own immortal species.—
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Be admonished then, O reader, to search the scriptures, for in them, after you have examined nature
and society through, you will find revealed that knowledge which surpasses finite enquiry.

Accept the pardon which Christ has died to obtain,—aspire to the crown which he holds out to
animate all the noble minded; lay hold of eternal life; avow your sacred regard for him and al that are
his—clothe yourself with zeal as with a garment, make God your shield and he will one day send you
forth into the great congregation like alamp that burneth.

CHRISTIANITY.

Chrigtianity asserts the existence of the Deity—the Creator, Redeemer, and Governor of the
Universe; makes known the relations which subsist between him and man—proposes happiness on a
scheme wholly adapted to human nature, and to the constitution of things under which we exist, and
prompts to the adoption of this scheme by the exhibition of rewards and punishments.

Its evidences are its doctrines—their adaptation to the wants and capacity of man, its morals,
miracles, and prophecies—the authenticity of its books, and the constant and regular occurrence of all
those moral, political, and religious phenomena which have been so clearly foretold by the author of
Christianity, and his immediate followers.

Thrice hath the Father of the Universe, as Scripture records, condescended to visit this lower world,
and, thrice hath he, in this lower world, as Scripture records, given birth to institutions truly divine. He
reared the edifice of man first, (for the human family, though now a ruin, is an institution in its origin
diving;) at his second visit he gave the Law and finally the Gospel, when at Jordan, in presence of the far-
famed son of Zacharias, and the tribes of Israel assembled, he bowed the heavens and came down to
introduce, to the knowledge of his Son, the ancient nation by this Oracle.” this illustrious Oracle!

"Behold my beloved Son in whom | amwell pleased; hear ye him."

This is the only revelation in Christianity made by the Father in person, but he proposes it for the
religious creed of al the world, thus stamping it with the most unbounded importance. And until
Christians, and those of them in particular, who labor for the Lord, begin at the beginning, and strip this
oracle of the Father's from all incumbrances, as they would strip leaves from willows, till they disentangle
it, as they would aram caught in athicket, or abird in asnare, till they elevateit to its proper
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rank among the revelations of God—Make it stand out with al prominence from the canvass of
Christianity; esteem it as super-excellent; speak of it in a style proportionate to its vast importance in the
system; present it to the people on its own proper evidence; admit all who heartily receive it, to the
remission of sins in the way in which sins were remitted by the Saviour and his Apostles; never, never
will they find themselves in possession of that vantage-ground which is so indispensably necessary to
command an enlightened obedience to the faith of the Lord, Messiah.

On this prime revelation the Son has pitched, as on a single rock, the edifice of the church, giving to
it a foundation truly divine; "on this rock, said he, 1 will build my church,” &c. But what sanctifies this
oracle with distinguishing glory, is, that the Lord Jesus, the King of Martyrs, fell a sacrifice to the
confession of it— he died because he said he was the Son of God.

"I adjure thee by the living God, said the High Priest, that thou tell us whether thou be the Messiah,
the Son of God," and he answered, "l am," and forthwith submitted himself to the executioner.

In whatever point of view, therefore, we look at this singular revelation, whether as the oracle made
by the Father, or as the article proposed by him for universal belief; whether we look at it, as the matter of
faith in order to remission of sins, or as a foundation for the divine institution of the church to rest upon;
still we see it marked with the strongest peculiarities.

THIS master Revelation being heartily, and lovingly received into the soul, the doctrine of a personal
acquittal from all past sins is perhaps one of the most obvious, as it is certainly one of the most precious
in the Christian system; and the Son of God having come and died for our sins, al researches into the one
thing needful, all inquirie of what shall we do to be saved—all memory of the past and remorse for
former weakness, or former wickedness, in youth, in manhood, or in old age—the arrearages of years
gone by—all anticipation of the future, and concern for holiness, how we shall henceforth serve the Lord,
are summed up in one sentence, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of your sins and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." Thus, Christianity, casting her
mantle of oblivion over al that is past, that her aspirants may forget the things that are behind, and
imparting to them the Holy Spirit for the future, that we may always press forward to those things which
are before, sets us to run a race before al the heavens, for a nobler crown than ever graced the brow of
noble Roman, when in the circus, on his nervous, gallant steed he strove for civic honors, they for an
earthly, but we for a heavenly crown, says Paul.

Perhaps it is none of the least of all those things which distinguish the Reformation Churches, that
they all stand ultimately upon this one Oracle, "Jesus is the Christ." The person who affectionately admits
this into the chambers of his soul, and reforms, may be admitted into our churches, and if he continues to
do honor to his own confession, he may ever remain in our churches on a footing of perfect equality with
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al the saints. We require no more than a belief and confession of this in order to the Baptism of
remission, and we will be satisfied with nothing less. If thou believest with al thy heart thou mayest, said
the ancient Evangelist; the modern Evangelist can say nothing more; and he said, "l believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God."

SWEARING.

The Hebrews entertained such a veneration for the name Jehovah, that they never pronounced it, but
instead thereof used Adonai, &c. signifying my Lords, and when the grandson of Dibri blasphemed, they
put him in ward, it is said, that the mind of the Lord might be showed them. The Lord spake unto Moses
saying, "bring forth without the camp him that hath cursed, and let all that heard him lay their hands upon
him, and let all the congregation stone him." To blaspheme the name of God was a capital offence in
ancient Isragl.

Can nothing be done to put down the unlimited and appalling profanation of God's most holy name
practised in our land every where, from the Lakes to Mexico, from the Ocean to the Mississippi? We see
man in many a form, in many a condition on this wide terrene; but rich as Croesus, or wise as Solomon,
like Cato virtuous, and of unshaken fidelity, investing himself with all the heart-mixing affections of
which nature is susceptible, did | behold him; with a conversation equally splendid and various, rich in
science, elancing into the womb of nature, and grasping her extremes—nothing and the Deity, did | view
him; elevated by the fervor of an all powerful imagination, did his fingers grasp the Lyre, and did he sing
high songs of men and things, and times, and sport with all the classic excellence of the universe; in the
pride of arms too with not a thought to stain his honour or humble the "triumphant look of his haughty
eyes,"—did | see him stalk a God "forth to the van before the sons of fame," yet a prophaner of God's all
glorious name; in spite of all his pride, | should at least dare to feel for him, that sovereign indignance,
which the noble ancient felt for the idolatrous prince of Samaria, when he exclaimed, "As the Lord of
hosts liveth, before whom | stand, surely, were it not that | regard the presence of Jehosaphat, king of
Judah, 1 would not look toward thee, nor see thee.
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| would propose in the mean time that al ladies reprobate this practice; by treating it as a gross insult
offered to their presence. That married ladies and such of them in particular, as profess Christianity,
request with all affection, of their husbands, to abandon so useless and criminal a practice. That parents
suppress it in their own children, masters reprove it in their servants, and Christian masters especialy
prefer to employ in their service men who blaspheme not the name of their God. That Christian workmen
obey the apostle and at least dare to reprove this abominable sin. Finaly, that our Journals and such of
them in particular as affect to be religious ones, substitute for the petty disputes, the tales of blood and
murder, which they daily chronicle, some well directed and well written pieces, to put down sin in the
land, and this worst and most common of them all—SWEARING.

If any of our readers will forward a good essay against this abominable and meanest of human vices,
we promise it a place in the Evangelist.

MESSIAH.

SIN is like a fount of fire sending forth a single stream which, afterwards disparting. flows amain and
scorches, or consumes every thing in its way; it is contemplated in the Holy Scripture under the threefold
aspect of its GUILT, its POWER, and its PUNISHMENT, and may be seen in all its execrable results, as it
lighted on the Father of mankind.— He violated Law—this was incurring the guilt of sin.—afraid and
ashamed he hid himself.—This was yielding to the power of sin—Death ensued—this was the
punishment of sin.

OF THE GUILT OF SIN.—When guilt is incurred its decree is not to be measured by the scorning
greatness or littleness of the act constituting the sin; for then David guilty of murder should have been put
to death, and Uzzah, who was put to death, Merely for touching the ARK, should have been saved dlive;
but guilt is to be estimated relatively, and circumstantially, and therefore Adam's disobedience in eating
the apple, thus violating God's express command, declared by him persondly, may involve a greater
criminality than the sin of inebriety in Noah, or that of uncleanness in Lot, as by human laws it is more
fatal to an individual to counterfeit the signature, than to dislocate the clavicle of hisfellow.

OF THE POWER OF SIN.—AIl our doings that are moral or immoral, exert a moral or immoral power or
influence over us accordingly. The politic Ahitophal, David's minister, profoundly understood the
influence, which evil actions swayed over the guilty, and accordingly counseled the ambitious but
inexperienced Absalom, to perpetrate a deed fitted beyond all others, at once to make him ever after the
fool-hardy villain—to destroy all hope of reconciliation with his royal Father, and to embolden his fellow
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conspirators. He who voluntarily incurs guilt once, is greatly strengthened thereby, to repeat it; the
circumstances of his case which is not always understood in all its relations, may involve him again and
again without end. And the less the sin apparently, the greater the danger. "He that is unfaithful in the
least, is unfaithful also in that which is most." He that for a trifle would violate Law—his conscience—
his religion and his sacred honor, could not be supposed easily to withstand the temptation of a larger
sum. Judas abstracted paltry sums from the money with which he was intrusted, till yielding to the
ascendance which his own evil actions had acquired over him, he finally sold his Master the Messiah, for
thirty pieces of silver.

THE PUNISHMENT OF SIN.—Death is a dreadful consummation, even in a physical point of view, and
when considered morally, and religioudly, it appears a still greater evil to such as are unprepared to meet
its solemn results. But like birth it is a matter BO common among the sons of men, that as there is but little
general joy for the first, so there is but little public sorrow for the last. The human family, by estimate,
consists of about one thousand millions of individuals who die off, and are renewed again every thirty
years nearly—all this immense carnage goes on in comparative quietude, therefore it fails to surprise us,
but could we behold on some boundless plain assembled the immense masses of flesh and blood that have
lived since the world began, and all that shall live from this to the resurrection of the dead, with death
stalking from rank to rank, and successively mowing down the Kings and Fathers of mankind—courtiers
also and their aves, withering the flowers and dating to pieces the glory of Society, the high, the low, the
rich, the poor, yen, all the inhabitants of the earth, and throwing them into the grave without distinction,
at the rate of three thousand every hour, and fifty every minute, we should then perhaps obtain some
adequate idea of the extensiveness of the human family as a divine institution, and of the dreadful evil of
gin, in itSGUILT, itS POWER AND ITS PUNISHMENT.

Now it is in relation to these three things, the guilt, the power, and the punishment of sin, that the
entrance of Messiah into the human family, is most felt; because he dying for sin, we can now be
forgiven, rising again he can give us his Holy Spirit and finally raise us from the dead, so that by
imparting remission to us (as he actually does) IN, (not by) immersion, he takes away the guilt of sins
past—qgiving to us afterwards the Holy Spirit, he enables us to overcome the power of sin, and in raising
us from the dead he removes the punishment of sin—and thus the three great blessings of the gospel,
REMISSION of sins—the HOLY SPIRIT and the RESURRECTION respond to the three great curses that rest
upon men, the GuILT—the POWER and PUNISHMENT of sin. The Gospel then is perfectly adapted to the
wants of man, in regard to privilege. He that believeth and is baptized said the Redeemer, shall be saved,
who is he that will here oppose? Not 1.

The gospel then, delivering us first from the guilt and power of sin: consequently from the love and
practise of it—and in the end freeing us from its punishment; viz the bondage of corruption, is here seen
to contain a double salvation, a present and a future, one from sin, another from the grave, introducing us
finally, into the family of God in heaven.

Now these, Reader, are the things that attach Christians to the person of Messiah,—Son if God—that
win their affections—induce their obedience—still their fears, comfort their hearts, awake their joys, and
lift their hopes to heaven. But apart from all personal considerations, Jesus, of the ancient and religious
family of David, according to the flesh, is withal, clothed with a nature wholly divine—Adorned with all
roya offices—the King—the Priest and Prophet of Mankind, he sits on the throne of the Universe, the
brightness of his Father's glory, and the express image of his person, waiting for the accomplishment of
all that scries of events, which is to issue in the change of universal nature, and the salvation of all who
obey him. Now | appeal to all
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generous natures, whether it is not as honoring to man, as it is harmonious with the Constitution under
which we exist, that, after passing from the government of our parents to that of the state, we should
thence submit ourselves to the good government of God, and his Messiah. Messiah is just such a governor
as the human family require, he is every way fitted to please, and to fill the mind's eye of all who look at
him; great in goodness, and good in greatness; his fidelity, and his affection for us have been tested to the
utmost. How honorable the faith; how elevated the morals he inculcates; how deep the love; how high the
hopes, how noble the fellowship he proposes to his faithful followers! Oh | how rejoicing to the soul of
man the voice of Christ: "Oh, it is a noble music says one, which he maketh to the soul of man; sweet as
the breathing sonnet of lovers, and spirit stirring as the minstrelsy of glorious war; it rouseth to noble
deeds like the Tyrtean song, sung on the eve of battle to noble Spartan youth, and it rojoiceth the heart of
sin oppressed nature, as the voice of Liberty from Tulley's lips rgjoiced the Senate house of Koine upon
the famous I des of March, when the God-like Brutus
Shook his crimson sted,
And bade the Father of his country hail."

SACRED COLLOQUY.
ANCIENT GOSPEL.
NO. 1.

The silken eyelids of an autumnal eve had just closed, and Mr. Locke assumed he wonted scat at the
small table in the centre of the parlour at Hareden house. Mary had left open a single window to collect
the mingled odours of innumerable flowers, with which her fair hands had adorned the parterres at the
back of the house, al the family ranged around, and one more too, for just opposite to Mr. Locke sat
down one whose entire figure and physiognomy showed him to belong to a different family; it was
Charles Sanford—Charles was till young, at an early age he had tasted that the Lord was gracious, and
believing on him he rejoiced with joy unspeakable and full of glory.

As for Mr. Locke, himself, he was past the prime of life, with a profound understanding, and a
refined taste, enjoying the lest of families; happy in the best of wives, but happiest of al in the most
blessed Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. As generous as he was opulent, he lived for the good of man; his
house was the home of saints, and when he threw open the lids of the Bible, one amost felt himself in the
presence of a prince of the olden times, before Philosophies had settled that to fear God was weakness.

This happy family whom God had endued with al purity and elevation of soul, were just about to
"hymn in strains sublime” the love of God and of the Lamb, when a rap came to the door, and forthwith
entered Mr. Philip Stansbury, with his pious friend Mr. Abraham Williams.

Mr. Stansbury was now in the decline of life; in him, joy had settled down into a calm, and he looked
as an excellent housewife, who, though she loves no less, yet reverences more, the object of al her
affections. The object of Mr. Stansbury's affections was not fugitive but stable—" Jesus Christ, the same
yesterday, to-day, and forever," therefore, Mr. Stansbury was uniformly cheerful.

The guests being welcomed, and the hymn sung, Mr. Locke, read the ninth chapter of the Acts, and in
afew minutes after, (during which time, Charles Sanford was
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evidently grappling with the conversion and baptism of the Apostle Paul) the following dialogue ensued.

MR. STANSBURY.—Pray Mr. Charles Sanford, may it be inquired of you. to which of the Evangelist's
sayings your present very grave reflections are to be referred.

CHARLES SANFORD.—Y ou know my dear Mr. Stansbury, that your humble servant) has associated
himself in the bonds of Christ, with a party who differs exceedingly from you reformers on some
important articles of the gospel.

MR. ST.—Pray my dear Charles what may be those important articles in the gospel, on which your
party differs so exceedingly from us reformers.

CH. sA.—That your famous arrangement, Sir, of Faith, Repentance, Baptism. Remission of Sins, the
Holy Spirit, and the Resurrection, is wholly congruous with fact, and Scripture, | must confess myself at
present not entirely prepared to admit.

MR ST.—Good; my beloved Brother, but perhaps you do not feel wholly disinclined to inquire into its
congruity with fact and Scripture.

CH. sA.—1I certainly entertain no repugnance whatever to the investigation of a matter which has so
eminently attracted public attention during these late years;, and which has been propagated by you folks
with such singular success. Moreover, if it be correct, | hestate not to acknowledge that it must be
pregnant with important, and perhaps fatal consequences to systematic divinity, and to partyism of all
kinds, finally, that it must go very far to illuminate the public mind on the most important of all subjects,
the gospel of our salvation; at the same time, brother Stansbury will recollect that we now speak on a
point in theology on which we baptists are sensitive perhaps to excess.

MR. ST.—Mr. Sanford; the religious, like the moral and political worlds, is subject to occasional,
and great disorder; and there is a present an enormous severing of the body of Christ. We, professors
ought therefore to profit by the experience and wisdom of the Fathers of Society, and like them, betake
ourselves to the adjustment of those first principles, from which the subsequent phenomena of peace, joy,
and fruitfulness, are expected to flow. Any degree of order is better than no order, and any kind of rule
better than no rule at al, which indeed is anarchy. The articles which you have just enumerated, Faith.
Repentance, Baptism, Remission of Sin, the Holy Spirit, and the Resurrection, constitute the gospel of
Christ in regard to principle and privilege, and if ever Christians hope to act in concert, they must begin
by putting things in order here; what a mournful spectacle to behold those who affect to labour for the
same Lord contradicting each other on the very rudiments of the gospel, supporting and propagating rival
interests and despising each other: what an affecting scene to see some of the finest geniuses in Society
expending all their powers, natural and acquired in attempting to convince the multitude that the faith
which they labor to propagate cannot be believed by them, and to hear one assert that faith precedes
repentance, and another that repentance precedes faith; that baptism is for the remission of sins and that it
is not for the remission of sins; that the Holy Spirit is anterior to belief and belief anterior to the Holy
Spirit; that there is to be a resurrection of the body and that there is not to be a resurrection of the body;
that sprinkling is baptism, and pouring is baptism, and immersion, and washing, and crossing are baptism:
yet all professing to believe in one faith, one Lord, one baptism. All! me, my beloved Sandford, is not our
kingdom in the condition of one that is divided against itself, how then can it stand?

CH. SA.—Mr. Stansbury, | condole with all the saints who are scattered abroad in this cloudy and dark
day, and most earnestly desire their union; but when, and how this is to be effected, to me, is exceedingly
mysterious.

MR. ST.—My dear Sanford, there is one way, and only one, in which our unhappy differences can be
adjusted. We must reverence the Holy Scriptures as cracks that
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mean what they say, and say what they mean; and thus, beginning at the beginning, we must BELIEVE
what we are told, and DO as we are bid, and so we shall get disentangled from our present labyrinth of
error, and stand prepared by a parity of faith, and of manners and customs, to MEET one another in the
bonds of the gospel.

CH. sA.—I recollect that the distinguished author of the Theological Dictionary has observed that
"much has been said in relation to the place which faith occupies in the Christian system, some placing it
before, and some after repentance,” while he himself gives the precedence to faith.

MR. ST.—Charles, "order is heaven's first law," in nature, and in religion, "God is the God of order,
says Paul, "as in al the churches' and he accomplishes all his purposes by prescribed menus that is by the
best means, if the order which we have given to these six gospel items. Faith, Repentance, Baptism,
Remission, the Holy Spirit, and the Resurrection, be the Divine order, then it is also the best, and any
deviation from it must produce confusion. That there is propriety in placing faith before repentance. |
conceive to be susceptible of very easy demonstration. The apostle lays it down as an universal maxim in
religion, that "without faith it is impossible to please God," consequently, impossible to repent, unless we
should suppose repentance to be some thing that is displeasing to God; on this supposition, it might
precede faith, but according to the Apostle's maxim, faith can be proceeded neither by repentance, nor
any thing else well pleasing to God.

CH. SA.—Y ou make short work of it truly; but that faith should precede repentance is to me perfectly
natural, and | cannot imagine how any one should have repentance towards God, who did not
antecedently believe in his existence. This is not the part of your arrangement, my dear Stansbury, which
to me appears the most exceptionable. | object to the collocation of the word Spirit, and consequently to
the doctrine which its place in this arrangement necessarily inculcates, that of not receiving the Holy
Spirit before baptism.

MR. ST.—Permit me to assure you, brother Charles, that it forms no doctrine with the Ancient Gospel
folks, to teach that men do not, or cannot receive the Holy Spirit before baptism, the gospel is not an
assemblage of negations, but of positive blessings. It were of little value to tell us that grapes do:it grow
upon thistles, or that the vats are empty, or that there is no harvest; the gospel cries aloud the fields are
aready white, the harvest truly is great; the vinos are laden, the vats overflow with wine, new wine. In
regard therefore, to receiving the Holy Spirit after baptism, we are more positive, and we hesitate not in
the words of God. to say to all who believe. "REPENT and be BAPTIZED every one of yon in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of your sins, and you still receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." May | take the
liberty to inquire of my beloved Brother, the location which he would assign to the word Holy Spirit in
this arrangement.

CH. SA.—The doctrine taught in our assemblies, our custom of demanding experiences before
immersion, with some minor considerations conspire to make me say, that in an arrangement of these
elementary articles, | would place the Holy Spirit first, and faith second.

MR. ST.—Then you would order them thus, "the Holy Spirit, Faith, Repentance, Baptism, Remission,
Resurrection.

CH. SA.—I do not say that even this order wholly meets my approbation, but | go so far at present as
to say that | would place the Holy Spirit first, and faith second.

MR. ST.—Mr. Sandford, the Baptists have ever been the supporters and defenders of the Scriptures,
and their views of the spiritual nature of Christ's kingdom, have made it necessary for them during their
whole history to make frequent appeals to these holy books, this they have done in the most honorable
manner, may | hope then that my dear Charles will not impinge the character which history, uniformly
assigns, to the
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party with which he has united. Will you venture, Charles, to defend your arrangement from Scripture, if
you will, proceed.

CH. SA.—My dear Stansbury, is not the case of Cornelius in point? Did he not receive the Spirit
before faith? This is one instance, and too much to our purpose, | think, to warrant any one in saying that
my arrangement is without foundation in the holy Scriptures, | don't see how you shall well be able to
explain it away.

MR. ST.—I do not wish my dear Sandford to explain it away, | only wish to understand it, nor do | say
that your arrangement is without foundation in Scripture, we are yet enquiring, we shall decide
afterwards; but in regard to Cornelius, and his house. | would just observe, that while his is the case of a
man and his bouse receiving the Holy Spirit before baptism, yet to be in point and to support your
hypothesis, it should have been given them before faith.

CH. sa.—Profiler Stansbury, is it not gratuitous to say they did not receive it before faith? this is not
stated in the chapter.

MR ST.—I beg your pardon, my dear Charles, | know you are too good to be offended with me, but |
must suggest to your recollection, that | have not yet referred you to the tenth chapter of the Acts, for my
warrant in saying, they did not receive the Holy Spirit, before faith. | chouse to appeal to the fifteenth.
There, refer, who was the actor in this matter, delivers himself in the council at Jerusalem, in the
following mariner, and informs us, that God who knows the heart gave the Gentiles the Holy Spirit as a
testimony of their faith. "Men and brethren said he, you know that a great while ago, God made choice
among us that the Gentiles by my mouth should HEAR the gospel and BELIEVE, and God who knoweth the
heart, bore them witness giving them the Holy Spirit as he did to us, (Jews) at the beginning.

Peter's arrangement then is this, "they heard the gospel, believed it and they received the Holy Spirit
as a testimony of their belief." Peter was satisfied with God's testimony in their behalf and commanded
them to be baptized. Now hark, brother Charles, how explicitly the Scriptures speak of receiving the Holy
Spirit after faith, "Have ye received the Holy Spirit since ye believed." "In whom after that ye believed,
ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit,” &c. again, "That we might receive the Holy Spirit through faith,"
not faith through the Holy Spirit.

CH. Sa.—Brother Stansbury, | intend that our conversation shall not limit itself to this evening, and
as | perceive brother Williams is eager to defend himself, perhaps against the views of both; | shall only
add that Cornelius case is at least that of person's receiving the Holy Spirit before baptism, and this spoils
your arrangement at all events;, what has been may be; you recollect, "Abactu ad posse,” and so we may
yet receive the Holy Spirit before baptism.

Mr. st.—I very well recollect; "Abactu ad posse,” but this is not a universal maxim, many things
have been that can never be again, Adam will never again cat the forbidden fruit; nor David the shew
bread; nor the Jews the manna; what has been in some cases may be again; but it does not follow that it
must be; by the by, | must protest against the practice of substituting exceptions to laws for the laws
themselves. The Priests in the temple profaned the Sabbath, and were blameless, would this have
warranted all Jews to profane that holy day? David eat the shew bread, when he was hungry, was this a
law to every other hungry person in Isragl, to go into the tabernacle and do likewise? The man at
Bethesda carried his bed on the Sabbath, and the disciples picked ears of corn on that day; the Sun once
stood still and the moon likewise. God gave water from the rock, and once from the jaw bone of an Ass,
to quench the thirst of the Jewish patriot Samson. Are these exceptions to general laws to be
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substituted for the laws themselves? Surely no! and neither must the excepted case of Cornelius house be
taken for the law—the law according to which God originally gave, and now gives his Holy Spirit in the
Christian system. As you have read the essays of Archippus in the Christian Messenger, you will perceive
that thisis one of his mistakes. But what is the true state of the case? Why just this, the Apostles, the one
hundred and twenty, the three thousand on the day of Pentecost, and all who afterwards were converted at
Jerusalem, multitudes both of men and women, and myriads of the Priests aso who were obedient to the
faith; the Samaritans both men and women, the churches of the Gentiles—Antioch, Rome, Ephesus,
Corinth, and al in the minor Asia; al individuals of al churches, indeed the apostle Paul himself not
excepted, received the Holy Spirit after baptism, "and none before faith; not one; but here it appears that
to the genera law of receiving the Spirit after Baptism, there is one exception, the house of Cornelius
received it before baptism, and a reason for it is laid in the text which we might suppose no one could
read without apprehending; shall then this solitary exception be substituted for the law itself? this is the
guestion? If you say yes, then let the circumcision of Timothy which was practised as an expedient be
forced into a general law, and let all Christian men get circumcised.

CH. sa.—Then brother Stansbury, you would have al men to believe, reform, and be baptized for the
remission of their sinsthat they might receive the Holy Spirit?

MR. ST.—Yes| thisisthe gospel law.

CH. SA.—But was not Simon Magus baptized without receiving the Holy Spirit? how do you despatch
his case.

MR. ST.—Brother Charles that his is the case of a man coming presumptuously to the ordinance of
Chrigt, is certain, for Peter says so, but that his is the case of a penitent believer's being baptized without
afterwards receiving the Holy Spirit, no one | presume will be bold enough to assert.

CH. SA.—Go on Mr. Williams, | presume' you imagine us to he equally wrong.

MR. W.—Not equally wrong Mr. Charles, | certainly do not believe with you Baptists, in immersion,
but as for Mr. Stansbury, | do not at al understand him; he is not a Baptist, | perceive, and | know he is
not a Presbyterian; he does not admit of dedicating children to the Lord, and | think he denies the Holy
Spirit.

Mr. S—Mr. Williams, to require people to obey the gospel that they may receive the Holy Spirit,
does not in my humble opinion at all amount to a denial of the Holy Spirit—do not your folks say that
baptism came in the room of circumcision?

MR W.—Most assuredly Mr. Stansbury, and therefore we shew forth our piety by dedicating our
children to the Lord in baptism.

MR. SA.—Perhaps you recollect a saying of the Redeemer's to the Sadducees, Mr. Williams, "Y ou do
greatly err not knowing the Scriptures neither the power of God," not that | would even suggest that those
who are in the habit of using the language just uttered, are ignorant of the fact that circumcision and dedi-
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cation were two ordinances under the Law, wholly distinct; thou sands of children were circumcised, who
were never dedicated to the Lord; and | am afraid that Christianity, at this moment, suffer immensely
from confounding things that are different.

But here the clock struck; and athough it was not Baptist bed-time, as we say, yet some small
matters made it prudent to adjourn until next evening, when the subject, as it was agreed, should be
presented more in detail: every one invoked his blessing on this excellent family as he retired. Mr. Locke
smiled and returned it in due form, and the gate was closed.

WEell, said Mrs. Rebecca Locke, | could not have imagined, that Charles Sandford would have let the
conversation close, without finally admitting the truth and force of Mr. Stansbury's observations.

Mr. Locke who better understood human nature, and who had weighed carefully, the confabulation of
the Brethren, answered, My dear child, we must make great allowance; the best men are sometimes the
most prejudiced.

Yes, my dear Father, said Mary Locke, | recollect you pointed me the other day to the case of
Nathaniel, as an illustration of this, "Can any good thing come out of Nazareth," said he, and yet the
Saviour saluted him as an excellent person, "Behold an. Israglite indeed, in whom there is no guile.”

In Nathaniel, said Mr. Lock, we see godly smplicity and strong prejudice existing in the same
person, and | agree with Mr. Stansbury, and dare say, my daughter, with you also, that what has been,
may be again. Mary was glad to have it in her power to shut the door just as this last sentence came from
her father's lips—and to let the dight trepidation which it excited, pass off in her bed-chamber.

ESSAY.
THREE DIVINE INSTITUTIONS,

NO. I.

The Human family, the Law, and the Gospel, are three matitutions which originated in the will of
God, and are therefore
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properly styled Divine; in this point they contrast well with those institutions which have their origin in
the will of man, and which are, therefore, denominated human institutions.

But it is most common with scripture authors to compare these three Divine Institutions with each
other; to trace their mutua relations and dependencies, their contrasts and contrarieties, their differences
and resemblances, their parallelisms and analogies: the gradations and progressions, the origin and issues,
the lights and shades and goods and ills of these famous divine establishments. Indeed, to limit them to
their proper boundaries, to show where one begins and the other ends, where they touch, and where they
separate; how the Law rises above nature, and the Gospel above both, as organic life rises above simple
existence, and animal life above both, how the principles and privileges of the one, excel those of the
other, what was earthly in the one, and heavenly in the other, bondage in the first and freedom in the last,
sin here and righteousness there: condemnation and justification, death and life, earth and heaven, time
and eternity; indeed! Adam, Moses, and Jesus, with the institutions of the human family, the law and the
gospel, over which they preside, constitute the whole sum of the oracles of God to man.

If then the proper study of mankind be man, the proper study of mankind, is the Bible, for it is here
and no where else, his origin, fortunes and destinies, are represented in their true forms; here it is we read
the great drama of human life, by a Divine Master; here it is we see humanity first enter upon the stage of
this ephemeral existence to play a mighty part,

" Led by Her heavenly Maker, though unseen.”

To the simple incident of the fall, what plots and counterplots succeed, political and religious! what
varied schemes of good and evil—of Law and of Government—of science and of religion! What regal
pomp! What military array! What courtly intrigue! What battles fought and won! What sieges, sackings,
oppressions, deaths! What bustle of nations! What marshalling of kingdoms! How the scene shifts from
the Fall, to the Flood, the confusion of Languages, the call of 'Abraham; States rise to glory, decline and
fall thick as the stars of heaven! Egypt, Nineveh, Assyria, Persia, Greece and Rome, succeed each other,
and pass in sublime review before us, to make way for the crowd of meaner nations, of more modern
date, but equally superstitious, and more tyrannical than they—Princes, Potentates, thrones and earthly
powers, are mere subordinates in the great drama of the Bible; the powers of Heaven are of the dramatis
persona; Angels, Principalities,
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Dominations, and Jesus the Son of God; Hell itself is here— here is the great adversary of mankind! How
the plot deepens, how affaire are dilated and multiplied! What shifting of scenes! How incidents
accumulate, till the juncture, the critical juncture of Messiah's advent, arrives, when war and the noise of
warring nations for amoment cease.!

Messiah enters the world; and a full band of angels sing a hallelujah, "Glory to God in the highest,
peace on earth and good will among men."

Satan enters. He triumphs! the friend of man is dain! our expectations are crushed! our hopes are
withered! our glory islaid in the dust! nature goes into mourning;

" He dies the friend of sinners dies, Lo! Salem's daughters weep around;

A solemn darkness veils the skies, a sudden trembling shakes the ground.”
Anon! The darkness passeth away, and the true light shineth.— Jesus awakes from the tomb—and al his
saints rejoice. He establishes the affairs of his kingdom, and departs for heaven— the select nation is
scattered—the scene proceeds apace—As formerly, states rise, decline and rise—the world is in arms,
Home declines and fill Is into a ruin of nations, a mighty ruin! stretching from the Baltic to the Lybian
Desert, from Spain to the Euphrates.

The period of primitive Christianity gees by and the apostate Christian—that son of Perdition, with
his enormous brood—the Inquisition, appears; all the darkness, immorality, idolatry and cruelty of Egypt,
Sodom, Babylon, and the city where our Lord was crucified, are reacted under the mask of
Christianity—insulted Christianity! Her beauty is changed to ashes! Her unctions of joy to mourning! Her
garment of praise to the spirit of heaviness! All her bones are rottenness; her footsteps are marked with
blood!!!

At last what seemed doubtful, the sealed fortunes of Christianity begin to open—the Angels of the
Reformation, successively smite the cloud of darkness, which covers the nations; it faints and vanishes
from the sky—a scries of trumpets is blown, as an aarm to the besotted corruptors of Christianity; but
they refuse to reform. The Ruler of the Universe gives them "blood to drink," but they "repent not to give
him glory" neither do they cease from Worshipping the works of their own hands;, Europe remains
idolatrous as before; at last the vials of his wrath begin to be emptied upon the devoted nations—too
immoral to sustain political freedom and too irreligious to be blessed with ecclesiastical liberty, AH is
Infidelity, Atheism, Deism, and corrupted Christianity.

The Jews return to the land of their fathers.
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The nations remote from the scene of action lay dormant along the sides of the earth, suggish as
Acheron—and dead under political tyranny and abominable idolatries, till by a trinity of unclean, (and to
us as yet,) incomprehensible influences, proceeding out of the mouth of the Dragon, and out of the mouth
of the Beast, and out of the mouth of the false Prophet, they—the world of nations come trooping o'er the
earth to the great day of God Almighty, when at the centre of the habitable earth, in Canaan, where the
true religion began, they receive at the hand of God, the vial of his fiercest wrath, as the punishment due
to their vast delinquency. This is the trial and punishment of nations— a prelude to the last judgment
which is a tria of individuals, when the drama of human life will end. What carnage—"multitudes,
multitudes! in the valley of Judgment! Put ye in the sickle for the harvest is ripe; come get ye down for
the press is full, the vats overflow, for their wickedness is great." The last vial is poured out, and the
world is overwhelmed! Ho! "al ye fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, come gather yourselves together
unto the supper of the great God, that ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh
of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit upon them, and the flesh of al men, both
bond and free, small and great." Here fase religion and bad government, and all who willingly yielded
alegiance to them, come to a perpetual end,

So much of the creation as survives this dreadful day, goes into the future age and the Millennium
begins—the period of the glorious liberty of the sons of God—when Satan is bound—sin done away to a
wonderful extent—and even death almost swallowed up in the abundance of heath and long-life, which
characterises the reign of our Lord, and his Messiah, who shall reign forever and ever!

" A thousand years shall roll around,;

The Church will be complete,

Called by the glorious trumpet's sound;

Her sovereign she shall meet."
"If, [says the celebrated Crellius,] after the most severe servitude by which the human race has been
oppressed, golden liberty should follow; if, after the thickest darkness of ignorance, the clearest light of
truth should arise; if after a mighty contest and calamities not to be calculated, great joy and a happy state
of mankind should succeed, then the face of things will appear changed, and whilst before they seemed to
mourn, they will afterwards seem to smile, so that the heaven and the earth will seem to have undergone a
change, and to have assumed a different countenance.”
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But ten thousand years expire, and even the Millennium itself comes to an end—to make way for a
state of things still more glorious. Satan is loosed for a little time to be punished forever; the nations rebel
once more and make a single effort, where

the Devil, the Beast, and the False Prophet are everlastingly punished, and the trial of individuals
arrives—the Judgment begins— the great white throne is planted and sits upon it, from whose face the
earth and the heavens flee way and and found no more at all—the dead, small and great, stand before Gob
and the books are opened, (the books of good and evil, done by men whether they belonged to the human
family only, or enjoyed additional light under law or gospel age,) and another Book is opened, which is
the Book of Life, and the dead are judged out of the things written in these books, (the book of nature, the
book of the law, and the book of the gospel,) according to their works; and the son gives up the dead
which are in it;—and death and Hades deliver up the dead which are in them, and they are judged every
one according to their works; this is the second death and whosoever is not found written in the Book of
Life is cast into the Lake of fire—this is the great catastrophe to the drama of human life, written in the
Bible, and played off on the stage of this miserable world.

Godliness! insulted and despised, godliness! at last obtains an eterna victory; and God and his
Messiah, an eternal triumph. The new heavens and new earth are created—the holy city—the capital of
the universe, "whose builder and maker is God," comes down—The heavenly Jerusalem—which al the
men of faith, that have feared God, whether under Adam, Moses, or Jesus, since the world began, have
longed for, now appears al glorious to behold—there the righteous forever behold the beauty of God and
the Lamb, and forever adore their mercy. "And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth,
or worketh abomination, or maketh a lie, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's Book of
Life."—"Oh happy, happy day! when christians shall meet to part no more." Reader, "Be wise to day; 'tis
folly to defer.”

CIRCULAR LETTER.

BELOVED BRETHREN—
The restoration of the ancient gospel, forms a new erain the history of reformation. To immerse for
the remission of sins, that the believers might receive the promised Spirit, had wholly
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vanished from among the manners and customs of Christians. Antecedently to eighteen hundred and
twenty-seven, no party (although it was found in the theories of aimost all) seems to have possessed the
least practica knowledge of this matter, the influence, therefore, which such an administration of the
gospel was intended to give the church over the world, became extinct; and the Unity which its operation
in the church was intended to secure, ceased to exist; the church, therefore, during three centuries has
been dividing and sub-dividing without end; until Christianity is full of partyisms, contradictories and
rival interests. And we, | mean al the protestants, have failed, entirely failed— notwithstanding all our
good intentions, to accomplish the illustrious design of our LORD, when he established the church on the
earth viz: the conversion of the world.

BRETHREN, the ancient mode of administering the gospel, and the bond of union in the church, have
been restored, through the mercy of God and of Jesus Christ, our Lord. An immediate and personal
acquittal from sins, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, is now brought to every man's door; a prompt
salvation from the guilt and power of sin, is now held out to all penitents, and the willing converts taken
down into the pure water, and immersed for remission of sins by the high authority of the word of God,
are filled with joy and the holy Spirit.

The restoration of the ancient gospel, has shed a rich light over a thousand subjects connected with
the present and past fortunes of Christianity. It forms a point, at which, religious truth and error, are
brought into strong contrast. On the side of the disciples, al cow is light on the great matters of
Remission and the Holy Spirit; perplexity has vanished and there is scarce a shade of difference in the
sentiments of the disciples, on these points.

Brethren, | have as you are aware, been engaged in the late endeavors to restore ancient Christianity,
from the beginning; know much of all that has been doing; have witnessed the blessed effects of
administering the gospel according to the apostolic plan, and have watched over its progress through the
land, with intense interest. The causa is still advancing and | am persuaded that nothing but more zeal in
our laborers, more zeal and devotednesain al the disciples, are necessary to make it triumph among men.

| now reside in Cincinnati, laboring in word and doctrine with the Brethren who meet in Sycamore-
street: and being anxious to disseminate the principles and advance the science of eterna life, 1 have
resolved, with the help of the Lord, to avail myself of the advantages afforded by the press
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The EVANGELIST is to fall or stand by its merits; the first number will not warrant a final judgement
on all that are to follow, and yet we give it as a kind of specimen of what may be expected.— The objects
of this paper are now before the public in my prospectus. If you please to obtain for it patronage at home
or abroad, you will oblige your brother in the faith.

WALTER SCOTT.

N. B. Any well written essays, or any useful information concerning the gospel, or the church, will be

received with pleasure.

THE REFORMATION.

The history of Christianity, from Christ to the Millennium, may be divided into three parts, Primitive
Christianity, the Apostacy and the Reformation. We hope to be able, as often as the pages of the
Evangelist admit, to furnish our readers with some of the best readings on these interesting portions of
Christian history; at present, we shall say a few things of the period of the reformation. Reformation, as
used by Christians stands properly for that portion of time, during which, the God of heaven has been
raising up a succession of illustrious men, to proclaim repentance to the ungodly nations, before MESSIAH
punishes them, and to warn them of the certain and speedy out-pouring of those vias of interminable
wrath, which are, finally, to overwhelm the nations of the earth, for their neglect and unlimited abuse of
Christianity. It possibly comprehends the whole period of the seven Apocalyptic vials the last of which
introduces the Millennium.

BEGINNING OF THE REFORMATION.—The earliest dawn of reformation is considered to take its rise in
the fourteenth century, when Wickliffe, Huss, &c, with their innumerable followers, set themselves in
opposition to the reigning corruptions of the age in which they lived, and the life and death, the labors and
learning, of these distinguished men, form the basis of that glorious pillar, which the successive efforts of
Luther and other reformers during five centuries, have been contributing to rear.

Wickliffe was born in Yorkshire in 1324, he attacked the jurisdiction of the Pope and the Bishops,
wrote many books, and is called the "first reformer.” He died in thirteen hundred and eighty-
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four, aged sixty, and in forty-six years after, the Pope ordered his bones to be taken up and burned.

Huss took up the doctrines of Wickliffe, and was distinguished for his eloquence, and noble
enthusiasm in the cause of Christ; betrayed into the hands of his enemies, he was cast into prison and
condemned in 1415, to be burnt as a heretic; he refused to plead guilty, and smiled at the chain. Though
the faggots were piled up to his very chin, he called upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and from
among the crackling and flaming combustibles, sung a song so loud and cheerfully, that his voice was
heard above the bruit of the tumultuous throng of his persecutors.

In the 16th century appeared Luther and Calvin, and Knox; in the eighteenth, John Wedey and
others, who, diffused their doctrines all over the United States, England, Scotland Wales, Ireland, &c. &c.

At present, a very numerous and rapidly increasing party, plead for, not a reformation only, but an
entire and unqualified restoration of every thing war ranted in the holy scriptures, comprehended under
the two titles of ancient gospel and ancient order; the first of these matters having been intended to
include every thing in the doctrine of Christ necessary to make disciples, and the last every thing
necessary to keep them disciples. The scheme has in a few years spread itself far and wide, and by means
of religious periodicals, issued by individual brethren, has been carried into every state in the union and
even into England, Wales and Ireland; this is the part of the professing world, to which, the editor is not
ashamed to say, he has belonged.

IMPORTANCE OF THE PRESS.

"Of dl the instruments of power, says an anonymous writer; of all the engines or contrivances of
man, whether physical, moral or political, there is none, which is, by any means, to be compared for
rapidity, for extent and strength of effect, with that which extends its control, under the unpretending
name of the Press—mightiest of intellectual engines, which sees and records every thing the moment it
occurs!"

In both the political and religious departments of the reformation therefore, the printing pressis to be
regarded as the great organ of power, or of illumination.

This engine, so distinguished for its gigantic and prolific virtues, has during the reformation period,
and upon the reformation ground, viz: (Christendom, so called) been acting with the most tremendous
effect; shaking the terrene of the political and religious world;
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causing as it were, earthquakes; scattering abroad storms of thunder, lightning, and hail—the sea, and the
waves roaring; filling men's hearts with fear; distressing the nations, and giving forth all those moral,
religious and political phenomena, which are the certain signs of the coming of the Son of Man.

To drop the symbolic style of the Redeemer; the press in the hands of the wise and brave, has for
nearly five hundred years, continued to fill all Europe with alarms—with wars and rumors of wars, plots,
treasons, convulsions, insurrections, revolutions and spoils—the necessary results of increasing light, and
of the people's struggles to rid themselves of their tyrannical plunderers, all these things must necessarily
occur before the Millennium.

In the religious department of the reformation, the Press unburdens itself, by Bible Societies, Tract
Societies, Missionary Societies, Education Societies, Schools, Seminaries, Colleges, Universities,
Churches, Classes, Conventions, Associations, Synods, Presbyteries, Conferences, Councils, Assemblies,
&c., yielding Bibles, Testaments, Tracts, Pamphlets, Commentaries, Glosses, themes, essays, criticisms,
sermons, lectures, orations, psalms, hymns, songs and periodicals of every name, and of every degree of
merit, supplying (besides five hundred-and-eightyfour Missionaries, at about two hundred and eighty
seven stations,) twenty-five thousand Episcopalian Preachers, seven-thousand Methodist; one thousand
two hundred-and-eighty Congregationalist; eleven thousand three hundred-and-two Presbyterians, five
thousand Baptist; and three hundred-and-fifty Moravian ministers;, all pleading, or affecting in their
respective ways, to plead for the authority of the Holy Scriptures.

Now a person of circumscribed and inferior views of things, is apt to imagine that the commotion,
excited by these sects and a host of others amounting perhaps to some hundreds, upon the reformation
ground, and their mutual jealousies and jostlings against each other, are not at al, or at most, but in a
dight degree calculated to promote the improvement of mankind. But, this is quite a mistake; for it is
here, and no where else, that political and religious reformation goes on apace; it is just from within the
bounds of this non bene junctarum state of things, and from no nation, under heaven in which it does not
obtain, that God Almighty has drawn forth and Presented the fairest forms of religious character and of
political liberty and security.

When the time and struggle for reformation are expired, then will come that famous age denominated
the Millennium.

Something very favorable to the church, was expected, by interpreters, to occur in eighteen hundred
and twenty-seven; thirty-three, forty-seven, and sixty-six, are also fixed upon as eventful years.
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ORDER OF THE REFORMATION.—ALt the era of the revival of letters, reformation took effect, first upon
the church; it, then, broke upon the governments of England, France, &c. and finally arose with
surpassing glory upon the western world, filling these states with life, and light and joy; affording to the
disciples of Jesus, al the freedom and protection, which the nature of their religion demands.

PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION.

NO. I.

The question of natura religion, is one, which has given birth to such infinite speculation, that |
hesitated to give it a place in my paper. The jangling of Philosophists and Philosophers, cannot well he
said, to be less discordant and tiresome to the ear than that of Theologies and Theologians. But, asit is a
guestion which has important interests involved, and been much talked of, we shall let the reader hear a
little of what has been said on both sides.

The great objects of human speculation, ever have been and are—matter, mind and the Delity;
matter—signifying the world without us; mind—the world within us, and Deity—the Creator of both
mind and matter, or the universe.

The abstraction and calculation, of the powers, properties &c. of matter, are styled natural science;
The investigation of mind is called moral science; and an inquiry into the order &c. of the visible universe
with areference to the existence and character of the Deity, has Leon denominated natural religion.

But as some Philosophers have taken upon them to deny the existence of matter, or the world without
us, and others the existence of mind, or the world within us; so many of them have gone so far as to deny
the existence of the Deity also. This however was to be expected, for why talk about a Creator when there
was nothing created?

Now, succeeding philosophers and men of expert genius, finding themselves, in this manner, wholly
deprived of al subject on which to speculate, began forthwith to inquire, and, with all, to search most
diligently for what common people had never lost, viz; matter, mind and the Deity; or to express it in
more vulgar terms, for their souls, and bodies and God who had made them.

Hence, in order that all the world might ever after esteem them as philosophers, they very wisely
began at the beginning, and made the existence of matter, the first question in natural science;
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the existence of mind, the first question in moral science; and the existence of God the first question in
religious science or in natura religion. Matter or no matter; mind or no mind; Deity or no Deity then,
became the first and great questions, in their respective departments of human research.

Now, that we might interpret the world without us, nature has endowed us with sense, and that we
might be acquainted with all that is within us, she has furnished us with consciousness; in order that, by
this faintly looking, both outward and inward, we might be perfectly informed of the existence and
character of both matter and mind.

Our senses arrange themselves thus—tatting, smelling, feeling, seeing, hearing—the first two, most
necessary to anima life; the last two, to rational; and the harmonic sense of feeling bearing directly on
our moral nature, enables us to make the cases of al others our own, and so to sympathize with all
mankind.

Consciousness is a certain power, by which we are enabled to notice the phenomena of mind, after it
has been put in operation by the perception of external things.

Now the two parties, consisting of philosophers and divines, having by means of sense and
consciousness, finally concluded upon the existence of matter and spirit, set themselves forthwith, to
ascertain by all the four, the existence of God; and therefore, put the grand question; "Is there, or is there
not a God?' Some of the philosophers said, there was, some, that there was not, and others they did not
know and did not care whether there was or was not. All the divines said there was a God, and it was of
eternal importance to know it; but added that the fact was not to be ascertained from his works, but form
his words; and so laying it down as a universal maxim, that man could originate no idea beyond those of
body and spirit, they reasoned as follows.— "Every thing that comes under the review of sense or
consciousness, said they, forms the object of human enquiry and speculation; but, as God is the object,
neither of sense nor consciousness, therefore, humanity, unaided by revelation, cannot "originate the idea,
existence or name of the Deity. This brought the philosophers, Who believe from nature, that there is a
God, into close quarter with the Divines; and so of late the question has been stated as follows; can man,
or can man not "originate the idea of a God?' The two parties have chosen their sides respectively; the
one affirming, and the other denying.

The phrase, "originate the idea of a God," is a very loose one; man cannot originate the idea of any
thing, even the most common object of sense—we never originate the ideas of things; things originate
their own ideas in us—and a flaw in the premises here, is like
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putting an improper value upon an Algebraic Symbol; at first it may seem as naught, but in the end the
error turns out incalculably great. | should think the following the most proper and natural statements of
the question.

From an induction of al particular intelligences, al particular wisdom, particular goodness, and
particular power, would the mind of man ever settle down, convicted of the existence of a universal
intelligence, power,goodness, wisdom? or,

Would the visible universe—the fair frame of nature, with all its attributes of order, &c. &c. ever
originate in human society, the idea of a Creator—a supreme intelligence?—Or to put both parts of this
proposition into one.

Would the double influence of sense and reason, exerted on the works of nature and of man, ever
make any one ask this question; Is there a maker of al that we see?

Some who preach God's word, say no; some philosophers who affect to admire his works, say yes!
and it is at least amusing to listen to the quarrels of these ministers of nature and of religion. The oneis all
for the works, and the other is all for the words of God; both professing occasionally to be men of more
faith than God himself requires of them; for while he offers both the works of nature and the words of
revelation, as the two witnesses of his existence and character, these men would affect to say that one,
was enough; each affirming of his opponent's favorite witness, that he is mute—that he is not needed, or
that we cannot hear him. But we shall let the combatants speak for themselves.

[TO BE CONTINUED.]

MILLENIUM.

The hilia eta of St. John stands, as most interpreters believe, for the next thousand years of this
world, which, being the seventh, and the period, during which unusual freedom and peace are to be
granted to the whole creation, and to the church in particular, has been styled the sabbatical thousand, or
by way of eminence, the Millennium.

*** By a letter received from brother Wil